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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


e 


DE LA MADRID ON MEXICAN-CUBAN BILATERAL RELATIONS 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY. REVLEW in English 23: Sep. 84 p 3-0 © #0 ih Boe 
| eeu “ck ' mA wt swe € Bk ee CBR 
[Article by Luis Baez: "Excellent Relations Between Mexico and Cuba" ] 


[Text] MEXICO CITY, September, 13 (PL)--Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado, president 
of Mexico, described relations between his country and Cuba as excellent and 
added that his "goverument is determined to strengthen and develop them further 
in all fields." 


Latin America is a high priority issue for Mexico; ‘the president said, and, just 
as he has met with several Latin American leaders, he expects to meet with 
Commander Fidel Castro again ''to renew the ties of friendship~-and trust de- 
veloped during, my visit to Ilavana in 1981." . 5 | pee BEE 


De la Madrid noted that, during, his meeting with: Commander. Fidel Castro, 3 
was able to.see that he is a man with deep. convictions of a promising and en- 
couraging future for Latin America. A positive sign of the political maturity 
of Commander Castro is his respect for different economic and social processes 
from which he also demands respect.” 


The president explained that there were solid ties of friendship and cooper- 
ation between Mexico and Cuba "developed in difficult and complex moments for 
Latin America." 


The 49-year-old Mexican president, who has been in office for 21 months now, 
granted an interview to Prensa Latina in which he discussed the domestic and 
foreign policy of his government. 


As major accomplishments of his economic strategy, he cited the control of in- 
flation, the adjustment of government spending, the regaining of monetary 
sovercignty and exchange rate stability, job protection and greater produc- 
tivity. 


The progress in the battle against exchange rate instability has resulted in a 
favorable balance of trade which was 13,678 million dollars in 1983, making it 
possible to pay interest rates on the debt, which came to over 90 000 million 
dollars, and increase the international reserves of the Bank of Mexico. 











“Together with the economic reforms, we have started social reforms that will 
make possible a more equitable and just society. We are working and have had 
Success in making public administration more efficient, improving public ser- 
vices and preventing dishonest activity." 


He explained that changes made last year and this in economic and social 
policy have created conditions for correcting the main structural problems 
of the national economy. 


“Once the crisis is under control it becomes possible to deal with social, 
sectorial and regional aspects which are top priority issues for implement- 
ing the national development plan strategy." 


On the international scene, De la Madrid iamented the “negative impact of the 
interest rate hike and growing protectionism in industrialized nations. ‘To a 
large extent, the speed and pace of our recovery depends on the speed with 
which we can shift resources into the external sector and ease foreign ex- 
change restrictions." 


The main challenges to the economic Strategy are linked to the demands for 
austerity and sobriety in administering resources, he said. 


"We would like to advance faster but real limitations give us limited options. 
However, [ am satisfied. Mexicans have shown that we can transform crisis into 
opportunity for improvement and an option for structural change in our society." 


When asked how the interest rate hike in the United States affected Mexico, 
President De la Madrid said: 


"About 40 percent of Mexico's foreign debt is with the United States at the 
prime rate. Other rates are in turn influenced by this. We estimate that a 
one-percent increase in the prime rate means an additional 700 million in debt 
service charges. 


“Besides the direct effect on our flow of hard currency, these increases make 
it harder to lower internal rates, which has its negative effect on the budret. 
Service charges on the internal public debt are increased, there is pressure 
on the deficit, and it starts a vicious circle which makes it even more dif- 
ficult to control inflation." 


The Simpson-Mazzoli Bill, which is pending in the U.S. Congress and could lead 
to the dismissal of thousands of Mexicans and Chicanos who would be forced to 
leave the United States, also came up in the interview. 


"In Mexico we are closely following this legislative process. The issue of 
migration has been a constant element in bilateral relations Riven the geo- 
graphical proximity and differeing levels of development, but this is not new, 
nor is it exclusive to our two countries. 


De la Madrid stressed that Mexican workers in the United States meet a real 
need for *orkers and make a meaningful contribution to the development of the 
U.S. economy. 








“Without the presence of these workers certain agricultural, industrial and 
service sectors there would be hard hit and less competitive,’ he declared. 


He pointed out that it was not in Mexico's interest to loose this valuable 
work force needed for economic development in the country, and he said that a 
study is under way to improve the protection provided by Mexican consulates 
in the United States. 


According to the president, ‘The fundamental priority is to ensure respect for 
the human and labor rights of our fellow citizens" and, “in cooperation with 
state governments, chiefly those along, the northern border, the federal govern- 
ment has started the necessary talks aimed at facilitating the reincorporation 
of Mexican citizens returning from the United States.’ 


We asked the president about the validity of reports appearing in the U.5. 
press about a change in Mexico's Central American policy. 


“The basis to these reports," he replied, "which speak of a change in Mexican 
foreign policy is due to careless analysis and inaccurate understanding in the 
best of cases, and in not a few cases to distortions, to our foreign policy." 


llowever, explained the president, the foreign policy of any country must ad- 
just to changes and new events on the international scene. 


"In the case of Mexico a consistent policy is not only the result of external 
changes, it is based on principles, doctrines and guidelines that shape it 
and give it a solid grounding. The fundamental premises have not changed at 
all," he said emphatically. 


lie explained that his government had maintained a constant Central America 
policy that is reflected in the peace negotiations, which "we started more 
than a year and a half ago in the framework of the Contadora Group." 


Mexico's role in this has been based on principles, objectives and strategies, 
stressing political understanding and negotiation as the only effective way to 
achieve regional peace and stability. 


Having, mentioned Contadora, we asked De la Madrid if he was optimistic about 
the likelihood of a peaceful solution for Central America? 


"Rather than an optimistic vision, 1 would say that the Mexican government has 
adopted a realistic position given the likely consequences of a generalized 
conflict in Central America. Our efforts to promote peace and a political 
solution, along with Colombia, Venezuela and Panama, is in keeping with the 
conviction that arms will not provide real, lastiny, solutions to the rerion's 
problems." 


ile explained that the aegotiating process has been difficult and faced various 
obstacles which had to be overcome along the way. "Nowever,'' he noted, "as 

time passes, we become increasingly convinced that the path of dialogue and 
negotiations is the only viable option to end tensions and focal points of con- 
flict in the region." 














While Mexico and other Contadora Group countries have promoted peace efforts, 
he pointed to how the “ultimate success or failure in talks depends on the 
political will of Central American governments." 


We then asked about covert U.S. aid to Nicraguan counterrevolutionaries. to 
which he replied: 


‘From the start of the Contadora Group negotiations, destabilization actions 
carried out against governments from the territory of other states, with 
foreign intervention and support against another have been viewed as one of 
the most urgent and delicate issues. 


De la Madrid recalled that Mexico had repeatedly stressed the negative effect 
on the region of any measure which “promotes military action, cither indireéct- 
ly or via the presence of foreign military personnel in the area." 


We also asked for his view of Cuban President Fidel Castro's repeated support 
for the Contadora Group and a peace settlement in Central America. 


“Undoubtedly, one of the most important achievements of the Contadora Group 
has been the broad international support it has receivéd,"’ he declared. 
"Nations all over the world have supported us, largely viewing this as the 
best way to find viable and lasting solutions to = problems of Central Amer- 
ica. 


“Mexico gives great political consideration to all expressions of support for 
Ceatral Aner ican peace efforts." 


The last part of our intérview covered relations between Mexico and Cuba. 
President De la Madrid stated: 


“Relations between Mexico and Cuba have always been characterized by cordiality 
and respect. The ties of friendship which link our countries have been re- 
flected in a fruitful exchange on important matters of mutual interests." 


He noted that the importance of Mexican-Cuban cooperation is shown by the fact 
that there are 16 treaties covering, a broad range of-issues of common interest, 
such as science and technology, economic, industrial, cultural and educational 
cooperation, airline transportation, and tourism. 


In the 1981-83 period, trade was valued at 400 million dollars and two credit 
lines had been placed at the disposal of businessmen for a total of 55 million 
dollars’ worth of Mexiéan products to Cuba. 


“Mexico and Cuba have shown that when there is political will and mutual re- 


spect, the diversity of historical projects is not an obstacle to cooperation 
and understanding," concluded Presidetn Miguel de la Madrid. 


CSO: 3200/11 











ARGENTINA 


MINISTER CAPUTO ON UP-TO-DATE FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES 
Buenos Aires MERCADO in Spanish 20 Sep 84 pp 24-33 


[Interview with Argentine Foreign Minister Dente Merio Caputo; date 
and place not given] 


[Text] MERCADO: What is the objective of Argentine foreign policy? 


Caputo: In complicated situations such as Argentina is in, it is imperative 
to start with simple definitions, because one of the probleme of complexity 
is that one can lose sight of what is essential. $0 then, the simplest 
thing in foreign policy is to ask what Argentina needs to do to develop 

its independent national decision-making capability as much as possible. 
Then we have to know what the needs are on the various foreign policy 
fronts (political, diplomatic, strategic, economic and commercial) 

so that we can move towards the goal of national autonomy. What is 

that goal? To place foreign policy in service to nationel independence. 

We have to see right away the failings of the past and the needs of 

the future. What things from the past have hampered uc and coat inue 

to hamper us in achieving that goal. 


MERCADO: The impression overseas is that Argentine foreiga policy 
has been highly erratic, which has detracted from its credibility. 
I don't know whether you share that opinion. If you de, what can 
we do to regain credibility? 


Caputo: I share that view entirely. That's why I mentioned the things 
from the past that we have to overcome. The first prob’em you mention 
is an erratic policy. What does an erratic policy coneist of? First 
of all, things that are said and then not done, things that ave said 
in private at diplomatic meetings but then are not expressed as vigorously 
in public. Therefore, everything that we say we wart to éo at inter- 
national forums or any type of meeting, we actually wind up doing. 

In other words, we are trying to do away with the discrepancy between 
foreign policy rhetoric and actual deeds. The second thing that is 
often done is to make concessions and to hammer owt agreements in 
private talks and then to take actions or make public statements that 
have nothing to do with those prior agreements. My rule of thumb 

is not to say anything at private or confidential meetings that I 




















couldn't say in public. The most sensitive issues in hemispheric 
foreign policy, such as tne situation with Chile, the democratization 
of our neighbors, the situation in Central America or relations with 
the United States, must not give rise to two different versions, one 
public and one private; they must be exactly the same. Therefore, 
there must be consistency between words and action, between public 

and private statements. Second issue: Argentine foreign has indeed 
been erratic. What does erratic mean? On the one hand, proclaiming 

a Christian, Western philosophy to the rhetorical extremes that we 

are all familiar with, and then pursuing a foreign policy that led 

us to a situation that seemed to contain neither of these two elements, 
Western or Christian. I think that we need very clear-cut definitions 
and actions in this regard. In my judgment, it is indispensable to 
acknowledge that we are part of the Western world, because it would 

be naive or unacceptably stupid to suppose that Argentina is suspended 
outside space and time. Argentina is made up of people who want to 
live in freedom, who believe in private encerprise and who practice 

an individualism that is at times exaggerated and that leads to some 

of our misfortunes but that is also one of our virtues. They are 
people who believe in unfettered debate and in all of the values that, 
whether expressed or tacit, make a country what it is as a culture. 
This is a country with a Western culture. Just as we do not accept 

a military regime that prevents us from talking, getting together, 
discussing and deciding our own lives, we also reject the kind of 

life that prevails in the socialist countries, in which those freedoms 
are also curtailed. In short, we belong to the West. It is fundamental 
to acknowledge Argentina's Western nature. To be ambiguous on this 
point is hypocritical, because we Argentines know what we want. Second 
point: to be consistent with Western civilization. This means bringing 
up what it means to Argentina to proclaim itself Western. Does it 
mean joining a strategic military pact for the defense of the West? 

No, because what we specifically have to avoid is letting the East-West 
conflict, which has such adverse effects on the world and on individual 
countries, from touching our country. But although we are unwilling 

to join a military pact, to become part of a strategic tension that 
encompasses the rest of the world and that would include us too, our 
Western ties should be more than just rhetoric. This means that what 
we say to our friends and what we seek for the countries of Latin 
America under our foreign policy should reflect the values that we 
legitimately believe we are defending and that we have to convey to 
each individual country. 





MERCADO: Nicaragua is a burning issue for Argentine foreign policy. 
What are your views? 


Caputo: Nicaragua, or Central America, is one of the areas about which 

the continent must be legitimately worried, because there are no solutions 
in sight. Many of us want tensions to ease and threats of intervention 

to vanish. But we have to state clearly and realistically what has 

to be done to prevent this. The United States has to show a desire 

to negotiate. The United States has to banish the specter of potential 














intervention. But I cannot assert this without at the same time balancing 
out the situation. There is not just one type of intervention in 
Nicaragua; the Eastern bloc countries are active there as well. In 

other words, interests from the other side are also exerting ideological 
and politicai pressure. 


MERCADO: What ability does Argentina have to make its voice heard 
on the world scene to further detente? 


Caputo: Its voice must be sincere and frank, must acknowledge harsh 
realities and accept the costs of acknowledging those realities. 

I want to get back to the central idea. If I were to say that there 
is a danger of intervention by some and to deny the danger posed by 
others, I would obviously have a very low potential for convincing 
people. I am not against any given country. I am in favor of all 
efforts to prevent intervention in the internal affairs of nations. 
But there is something else. The democracy and Western values that 
we proclaim for Argentina do not involve interference in the internal 
affairs of those nations, but it is natural for me to convey these 
ideas to all of the leaders of our sister nations in Latin America. 
The president has put it quite well: There is no one who would lead 
his people to a holocaust because of ideological fanaticism. So the 
idea of democracy should apply to Nicaragua as well. Totally fair 
elections, with the opposition voicing its views and with broad freedom 
of the press, is what we have to respectfully ask of the Nicaraguan 
Government. Without meddling in the country's internal affairs, we 
should make our opinion known. The problem of meddling has nothing 
to do with opinions. There is meddling when action is taken inside 
a country to bring about a change in the country's political situation, 
but I think that we can legitimately voice clear-cut opinions because 
they are needed 


MERCADO: Are we going to export democracy? 


Caputo: I have often stressed that Argentina is not going to export 
democracy to countries in the region. What do I mean by export? 

I mean that we are not going to get involved in internal matters in 
those countries. But if you ask me whether I want democracy in our 
neighbors, don't doubt in the least that I am going to answer with 

a categorical yes. Moderate democracies must be strengthened in Latin 
America because in my judgment the moderate democracy model is the 
only way to prevent right- and leftwing extremism. In short, moderate 
democracies that prevent public opinion and the peoples of Latin American 
from becoming radicalized are a prerequisite for long-term strategic 
security and stability in this hemisphere. How can I not say that I 
openly want democracy in all sister nations of Latin America and that 
I will convey this to their government leaders when I can do so? 


MERCADO: How do you reconcile your defense of our Western values with 
your overlooking, whether deliberate or not, our continued place in 
the Third World? 








Caputo: I have not forgotten about the Third World. I think that 

we must make an effort to abandon rhetoric, because it does no good. 

I think that we are aiding the cause of what is called the Third World. 
We aid its cause when we work for integration, for our peoples' legitimate 
rights in the foreign debt issue, when we take specific stands and 
actions. I think that we have some things in common with that 

large heterogeneous group that is called the Third World. What are 

those things in common? Underdevelopment, social inequalities, but 
mainly relations with the North. In other words, there are a great 

many things that we have in common, such as problems of indebtedness 

and protectionism, issues that we have to work together on to push 

the grievances of the developing countries. I am not forgetting about 
the Third World. The actions that we have taken in recent months 

have to do with these grievances. What I do refuse to do is engage 

in Third World nihilism or rhetoric, which does not do much good in 
practice. I want to clarify that we strongly uphold this fundamental 
principle: nonalignment. And Western values and nonalignment are 

not contradictory. It would be contradictory if Western values meant 
belonging to a strategic alliance and if nonalignment meant hiding 
membership in another strategic alliance. This has happened at times. 

To me, Western values are what I said they are, but they also mean 
preventing our territory and Latin American from becoming the scene 

of superpower conflict, which often takes the form of their destabilizing 
and harassing each other with our countries as the backdrop. It is 

this East-West confrontation that we have to banish from Latin America 

We are "nonaligned" as long as nonalignment means preventing the strategic 
confrontation between the major military alliances from becoming a 
further problem for those of our countries that are beset with so 

many other problems. So I don't think that we've forgotten about 

the Third World or that we are at variance with our pro-Western position. 


MERCADO: Does this mean redefining our role in the Third World or 
relocating between the two blocs? 


Caputo: I shy away from old phrases that have lost their meaning and 
emphasize the specific common tasks that our developing countries 

have to perform to improve conditions. In this sense, you are not 
going to hear me deliver any Third World speech. Not because I don't 
believe that the developing countries exist, but because I feel that 
this is a worn out, threadbare issue that has lost meaning and strength. 
Therefore, I believe that we have to work on specific issues, such 

as the debt, protectionism and South-South cooperation, but not general 
cooperation, precise, specific cooperation in trade and technology 
transfer. Moreover, I'm not forgetting about the Third World in my 
schedule either. The second half of this year I'm going to be busy with 
trips to Third World countries. 


MERCADO: Many people say that there are two foreign ministers: one 

who took office along with Dr Alfonsin, thus inaugurating a diplomatic 
and democratic stage for the country and who was more Central American- 
oriented, and another, the current foreign minister, who is more inter- 








nationally-oriented. So.re say that it was a tactical change, others 
that it is a normal development because you had to face facts. 


Caputo: People are political because of what they do, what they write, 
the things they think and say. I have academic activities and activities 
alongside the president. Those who so readily called me a leftist 

did so without ever having cited anything that I have written over 

these years or pointing to a single fact that would prove their assertion. 
What I simply mean is that I do not think that we have been guilty 

of any inconsistency between the principles that we set forth in December 
and the policies that we cre pursuing today. But I also think that 
realities cannot change principles; otherwise, we would be a political 
disaster. However, realities teach us, restrict us, cause difficulties 
and pose constant challenges to us. In other words, the chellenge 

is to uphold the same ideas and the same principles, but with an awareness 
of the specific bounds within which these principles can govern specific 
positive developments for Argentina. To me, politics is a combination 

of four or five things. Imagination is one; realism and boldness are others, 
and another fundamental ingredient is a system of values, an ethical 
system. You can control imagination and boldness, you can become. confused 
in assessing the facts, but what I cannot tolerate, first in myself 

gud then in others, is flexibility in a system of ethics and values. 

This is absolutely immutable. I think that we have not changed in 

the least in these matters. We realize that we can do fewer things than 
before, we realize that we have to be more careful on some issues. 

We are gradually rectifying our view of reality as we gain experience, 

but the fundamental ethical system underlying a series of moral actions 
that are ultimately political actions, that is absolutely immutable. 


MERCADO: Although power brings loneliness, many people say that if 
Alfonsin has eyes in the back of his head, they belong to Minister 
Caputo. Why do you think that this is the case and why do think that 
people are saying this? 


Caputo: The president has a cabinet that specializes in several areas, 
and each one of its members is a close friend of the president. Dr 
Alfonsin has surrounded himself with a team consisting not only of 
superb officials but also of men with whom he has very close personal 
relationship. There are no favorites or personel advisers in the 
cabinet. Our virtue is that we all talk about the various issues. At a 
meeting with the president no one feels inhibited about invading the 
jurisdiction of another ministry. I allow myself to voice opinions 


on other areas, and other ministers allow themselves to voice views 
on mine. So allow me then to disagree with your assessment. 


MERCADO: For many years the Foreign Ministry was like a bridge leading 
to cushy jobs overseas or for returning favors. And it often exemplified 
the costly and at times futile bureaucracy, with its overlapping posts 
overseas. Efforts were going on from different angles, and technical 
action was disjointed. What is the case now? 








w 


Caputo: Thisis an exciting issue. I agree completel with you. First, functions 
were taken away; toreign policy was so important that it seemed as 


if it should not be conducted from the Foreign Relations Ministry. 
Second, there were severe twists and turns in foreign policy because 

of all the anxiety, confusion and anguish that erratic change can 

preduce in an official. Third, there were instances of enormous internal 
arbitrariness. This basically political ministry, which has tne wonderful 
job of thinking about world politics and which offers broad scope 

for creativity and delicate diplomacy, was castrated. So, the imagination 
of our officials did not come out, and diplomatic activity seemed 
rudimentary precisely because of the violent policy fluctuations to 
which headquarters subjected it. When I took over, I set some goals 

for myself. The simplest and most immediate was to regain credibility 
for the country. This involves going and talking with people, resuming 

a dialogue with foreign ministers, making friends with foreign ministers. 
In spite of the great expansion in communications, foreign policy 

is still conducted through personal contacts. This was the big drive 
during the first 6 months. I then took a short break from this overseas 
activity, looked inside and did a careful study of the things that 

were going poorly at headquarters and listened to our officials. We 

have been working for a month now with all officials, holding long 
sessions twice or three times a week, gathering the experience of 

the people who are very familiar with internal operations, taking 

a look at what things we can correct. We are revamping the entire 
internal workings. We are making many decisions on streamlining paperwork. 
When the Second World War began, Churchill gave the following order: 
"There will be no more verbal orders; all orders will be in writing." 
Very simple. Verbal orders led to a great many enormous misinterpretations, 
even though this might seem like material for a joke. We have gradually 
begun replacing the famous file, that huge, unreadable, incomprehensible 
document that half the ministry worked on. We are replacing it with 

what we call a memorandum of action. Each problem is submitted to 

me in a report of nct more than two pages. It begins by describing 

the situation and identifying the domestic and foreign sectors involved 
in the problem. The third point is possible options for resolving 

the problem, and the fourth is the domestic and international reper- 
cussions of each of these options and how consistent it is with Argentine 
foreign policy. The fifth point is the official's recommendation. 

A two-page report, but not just at the level of the foreign minister. 

The secretaries, undersecretaries and directors do the same. In other 
words, a simple thing like organizing the analysis of each problem 

has enabled us to move ahead in the decision-making process, to 
decentralize decisions and to make each official responsible. I want 
officials to have opinions, to recommend options. But what I basically 
want and what we are achieving is to have an efficient ministry again, 

a ministry that despite our meager funds can move forward. We are 
moving. Some people are worried because this costs money. In the 

first place, we have cut the budget more than suggested. We have 
achieved huge internal savings just by reallocating resources. We 

have therefore freed up funds in spite of the cuts, because some funds 
were very poorly allocated. 
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MERCADO: At the beginning of our conversation we talked about Argentina's 
erratic policy. For example, Argentina went to the Tlatelolco meeting 

and signed the treaty but did not ratify it; this is one of the sore 
points in our relations with the United States. Argentina needs to 
control the entire plutonium fuel cycle to boost the efficiency of 

its nuclear reactors, but there is obviously a major stumbling block 

in the transfer of the corresponding technology because it would mean 

a big step forward in controlling the entire nuclear cycle. How does 

the Foreign Ministry view a very specific case like this, which is 

a source of friction with the United States and other nuclear countries? 


Caputo: First of all, there are two very clear-cut objectives. One 

is a strong stand for the peaceful use of nuclear power; the second 

is a strong stand on strengthening our nuclear development potential. 

We understand the concern of the world community. We realize that 

at all costs we have to prevent the horizontal and vertical spread 

of a nuclear arms buildup and we are going to lend a hand in this 
effort. But make no mistake about it. The anguish over the possibility 
of a nuclear holocaust should have nothing to do with our technological 
independence. We are going to bolster that independence; we believe 
that this is necessary and is not at odds with our first objective. 
Thus, we have privately and publicly set forth the government's object -ves 
and we are going to move ahead steadily in creating the internal legal 
instruments to provide assurances to the international community that 
Argentina's nuclear development is for peaceful purposes. 


MERCADO: Our foreign debt has become so large and complicated that 
it has acquired a political dimension. In the 1960's and 1970's the 
foreign debt was a strictly technical issue between presidents of 
Central Banks. How does the Foreign Ministry view this issue at the 
moment, but from the standpoint of foreign policy? 


Caputo: Foreign policy encompasses more than just political issues. 
It would be a big mistake to think that the economy, with all of the 
power arising from it, is not an element in foreign policy. The debt 
issue is an example. When a continent has a $350 billion debt, when 
repaying the debt compromises development and social stability and 
when repaying the debt depends on international negotiations, with 

the pressures that are naturally exerted in any bargaining, then the 
issue becomes a foreign policy matter. Our position in this regard 

is quite clear. Argentina is willing and ready to pay its debts and 
is doing so. Clearly, however, this issue, which is no longer what 

it has traditionally been, is still subject to traditional negotiating 
schemes. What I mean is that the debt is no longer what it was in 

the 1960's and 1970's, but the traditional mechanisms for seeing to 
its repayment and the negotiations are the same. We have the same 
container for something that does not fit inside. I think that what 
should be done politically now is make a major effort to begin an 
international dialogue and improve the conditions under which the 

debt can be rescheduled, case by case. I believe in bilateral nego- 
tiations and appropriate mechanisms, but I also feel that the framework 
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for the rescheduling, the basis on which the rescheduling is done must 
be changed. And the change must come about fundamentally as a result 
of the political resolve of all the parties to the issue, in other 
words, the creditor governments, the debtor governments, international 
lending institutions and commercial banks. This was the spirit of 
Cartagena: to set up a mechanism for a realistic and orderly dialogue 
to gradually develop new frameworks for resolving a problem that has 
ceased to be traditional. This is the only way that we can prevent 

the debt issue from becoming a source of tensions and conflicts between 
creditor and debtor countries. Foreign policy plays a major role 

in this political effort to come up with new paths that all the parties 
can agree on. 


MERCADO: I am very clear on certain things. The United States has 
allies in Europe such as Turkey, Spain and France, but Great Britain 
is its friend. Who are our friends and allies? 


Caputo: Basically the countries of Latin America are our friends and 
allies, which does not mean that we do not acknowledge our profound 
differences with some of them regarding their political systems. 

But above and beyond these differences, there is a sense of belonging, 
a loyalty that has manifested itself in many instances, which makes 
Latin American countries our natural allies and friends. Then come 
the countries with which we have a range of relations, but because 
they are in different economic situations and at different levels 

of development than we are, we could not say that relations between 
us and them are the same as between us and the other Latin American 
countries. You're asking me for a list, and out of prudence I cannot 
and will not give you one. 


MERCADO: In any event, there can be no doubt that technology, which 
has become one of the most important factors in the economy and in 
financial might, comes from a half-dozen countries. In this regard, 
where does the current administration plan to position itself in the 
world? 


Caputo: I wouldn't like to place myself under anyone's umbrella. Argentina 
accepts neither political dependence nor alignments. This government 

is not going to commit the immoral act of aligning its people behind 

the interests of a foreign government. What we are doing is maintaining 
serious, wideranging, credible, permanent and consistent relations 

with the major countries of the world. We are doing this with the 

United States, with Western Europe and we will do so with Japan. One 

of the trips that I will probably take late this year will be to Japan, 

to make up for a lot of lost time in ties with one of the main 
industrialized countries in the world today. I believe that independence, 
which is the objective of foreign policy, hinges on diversifying points 
of support. The less we are politically dependent on one country, 

the better the position we will be in to achieve independent development. 
It has been said that I pursued a pro-European and anti-American policy; 
later it was said that I was pursuing a pro-American policy. I was 
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simply pursuing, on instructions from the president, a policy of 
reestablishing relations with a series of countries that are vitally 
important in today's world. It is indispensable to maintain these 
relations as a whole, not in an isolated manner. 


MERCADO: There are various kinds of organizations. Organizations 

such as the United Nations or the OAS have this motto: "One flag, one 
vote." Financial institutions have another: "This is what you're 

worth, this is how many votes you have." Therefore, there are two 

ways of approaching Argentina's participation in international 
organizations. What are the guidelines that our ambassadors and officials 
receive for their actions in these organizations? 


Caputo: Depending on conditions, we try to turn our bargaining ability, 
our skills and our credibility to account to pursue the policy that 

we want for Argentina. in the case of political organizations such 

as the OAS or the UN, our position is entirely consistent. The issue 
of human rights is often associated with a political position. Human 
rights violations by one side are denounced, but not by the other. 

My feeling on this issue is that there is no such thing as capitalist 
man or socialist man; there is simply man. Therefore, to be credible, 
to lend our positions strength, the policy that we pursue in this 

area is that Argentina points out and denounces all human rights violations. 
We have said that for obvious reasons Argentina cannot be a military 
power, that it has to rebuild its economy and is therefore not an 

economic power, but that it must be a moral power. Just as the moral 
issue helped to rebuild the country's internal politics, I think that 

in foreign policy consistent stands not linked to circumstantial interests 
can gain prestige for Argentina that will have very important practical 
effects. Hence, the stands that we will always uphold in international 
affairs are the ones that a consistent policy and our sy:tem of values 
point to. 


8743 
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BRAZIL 


POLL SHOWS REJECTION OF MALUF, PREFERENCES FOR GOVERNOR 


Sao Paulo ISTO E in Portuguese 12 Sep 84 pp 30-33 


( 


[Text] Tancredo Neves in the Presidency of the Republic and the immediate 
reestablishment of direct elections continues to be a national choice. That 
is what was revealed by the second round of the IBOPE/ISTOE/GAZETA 
MERCANTIL/REDE BANDEIRANTES DE TELEVISAO Poll, which questioned voters of 
Greater Sao Paulo and Greater Rio de Janeiro. Of the 600 persons inter- 
viewed, 58.3 percent declared they preferred a victory by the opposition 
candidate and 65.1 percent said they wanted the victor to call for direct 
elections immediately after his inauguration. Another 54.9 percent siaply 
reject the opposing candidate, Paulo Maluf. The people of Sao Paulo are 
more in favor of direct elections than the people of Rio (70 to 58.3 
percent) but in compensation they are also more in favor of Maluf: 24.3 
percent of those interviewed in Greater Sao Paulo preferred the PDS [Social 
Democratic Party] candidate, compared to 17.3 percent in Greater Rio. 


By comparison with the previous round, the preference for Tancredo 
declined, but only in Sao Paulo. Even so, Maluf did not have the pleasure 
of seeing his popularity increase, not even in his native land, because 
those who deserted the opposition candidacy preferred to swell the ranks of 
abstentionists, those who would not like to see either of the two in the 
Presidency. The Cariocas performed in the opposite manner, maintaining 
the ratio between the candidates, who gained one percentage point more 
apiece, both from the ranks of the undecided. 


When called upon to state who they believe will be elected in the Electoral 
College, those interviewed revealed more fear about Maluf's chances, who 
has 40.4 percent of the preferences, compared to 49.4 percent for Tancredo. 
The difference in the first round is significant--37.1 percent for Maluf 
and 59.4 percent for Tancredo--but even there it is apparent, it is the 
fault of the Sao Paulists. At that time they divided their confidence in 
the victory of one or the other equally--46 percent for Tancredo, 45 percent 
for Maluf--and today they persist in that position--44.7 percent for 
Tancredo and 44 percent for Maluf. The Cariocas, as in the first round, 
continue to be certain of the victory of the opposition candidate: 56 to 
35.3 percent. 
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The youngest (18 to 24 years-of-age) and the oldest (over 50), who most 
desire the victory of Tancredo (59.2 percent and 60.9 percent) are also 
those who are more confident of it (53 and 56.7 percent). The strength of 
Maluf is among the voters who are 25 to 29 years-of-age: 31.4 percent of 
them prefer his victory and 54.6 percent are certain that he will win in 
the Electoral College. Similarly, the richest give Maluf the best ratings 
of preference as a social class--33.9 percent--and also the best ratings 

as to his chances of victory: 47.4 percent, compared to 44.1 percent for 
Tancredo Neves. The changes relative to confidence in the future of the 
country indicate, on the other hand, that the picture begins to march toward 
stability. The number of those who declared that their certainty of a 
better future had increased has declined, as did the number of those who 
expect worse times. These all went to swell the ranks of those who maintain 
their confidence rating unchanged; 59.1 percent of those interviewed ei 
percent in Sao Paulo and 54.7 percent in Rio). 


If there were direct elections, Tancredo would also be victorious. He 

is the choice of 30.2 percent of those interviewed, compared with only 12.2 
percent for Maluf (17.3 percent in Sao Paulo). In third place is Vice 
President Aureliano Chaves with 8.8 percent, and in fourth place is the 
governor of Rio Leonel Brizola with 4.8 percent (9.7 percent in Rio). Sur- 
prising, in the list of names produced by the replies to that question, is 
the distant tenth place conferred upon the hero of the campaign for direct 
elections, Deputy Ulysses Guimaraes, who was preferred by only 1 percent 

of those interviewed in Sao Paulo and 2 percent in Rio de Janeiro. 


Who Supports and Who Accepts 


Tancredo Neves has the decided support of 37.3 percent of the voters question- 
ed in Rio and Sao Paulo and the simple acceptance of 25.3 percent. It is a 
significant number because only 17.5 ostensibly reject him and another 17.2 
percent are indifferent to his candidacy. The Cariocas support him more 
than the Sao Paulists--46.7 percent compared to 30.7 percent--and the 
latter reject him in larger numbers--22.7 percent to 10.3 percent. The 
largest number of those who are indifferent are also in Sao Paulo--23.3 
percent compared to 8.7 percent in Rio. Men support Tancredo more than do 
women--42.6 percent to 31.6 percent--but surprisingly, they also reject him 
more than the women do--18.3 percent to 16.8 percent. Women are apparently 
less radical; they prefer intermediate positions. They accept the oppo- 
sition candidate more than men--27.1 percent to 23.6 percent--and they are 
also more indifferent than men--21.4 percent to 13.3 percent. 


The older voters, those over 50 (42.5 percent), and the poorest, Classes 

D and E (40.8 percent) support the candidacy of the PMDB [Brazilian Demo- 
cratic Movement Party]. Those who reject him the most are the voters in 

the 25 to 29 year group (24.2 percent) and the riches of Class A (28 percent). 
Also significant are the reasons the voters believe led the politicians 

of the PDS to support Tancredo Neves because they reveal an acute perception 
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of the political picture. For 17.3 percent, the reason they choose the 
opposition candidate is because they reject the candidate of their party, 
Paulo Maluf, and for another 17.2 percent, the reason is their disappoint- 
ment in the Federal Government. Another 14.3 percent of the voters ques- 
tioned believe the members of the PDS behaved that way because of oppor- 
tunism, while only 5.6 percent believe that it was because of patriotism. 
The judgement of the behavior of the politicians is made with severity, 
however. And it does not escape them that there may even be the possibility 
that those decisions were made out of fear for the future of their respec- 
tive careers--a response which in the final analysis may be confused with 
that which charges that there was pure opportunism in the behavior of the 
dissidents. Therefore, 11.1 percent of those interviewed believe that the 
members of the PDS support Tancredo for fear that they may not be reelected 
in the future. Women--12 percent--are more severe than men--10.3 percent. 
The richest, those of Class A, who lashed out at opportunism with 23 per- 
cent of their answers, are indifferent to the fear of nonreelection--8.5 
percent, which in any case worries the voters of Class B more--13.8 percent. 


The Majority Rejects Maluf 


Paulo Maluf obtained a frightful rate of rejection by the voters questioned 
in the Poll: 54.9 percent. The rates are 50 percent in Sao Paulo, 61.7 
percent in Rio, 61 percent among men, 48.3 percent among women, 59.9 
percent among the voters in the 18 to 24 age group; 55.1 percent of those 
questioned, who are over 50; 56.6 percent of those in Class A; 58.5 percent 
of those in Class B; 56.3 percent of those in Class C and 46.6 percent of 
those in Classes D and E. His only reasonable cating of support is in 
Class A, with 24.2 percent. In compensation the largest rate of indiffer- 
ence with respect to his victory is in Classes D and E: 24 percent. Over- 
all, 14.3 percent of the voters polled support Maluf, 9.7 percent accept 
him and 18.3 percent view him indifferently. 


Those numbers, undoubtedly, are a result of the image of a public man 
projected by Maluf throughout the years. For 20.5 percent of the voters 
polled in Rio and Sao Paulo, the reason politicians of the opposition 
supported his candidacy in the Electoral College was bribery. In Sao 
Paulo, among the voters who know his performance as governor the best, 23.7 
percent were of that same opinion, as were 16 percent of those in Rio. 

To another 17.3 percent, that position by the politicians was adopted out 
of opportunism, which also affects the image of the candidate and the 
methods it is supposed he will use to rally support. There are also 8.4 
percent of the voters who simply do not believe there are opposition poli- 
ticians supporting the PDS candidate. 


The youngest, between 18 and 24 years, are the ones who most mention bribery 
as the reason that leads opposition members to support such an adversary 

(25 percent). For the older ones, those over 50, that reason appears to 

he irrelevant. Only 12.9 percent of them consider it a decisive factor. 

In compensation, they are the ones who most mention a possible disenchant- 
ment with the actions of the opposition (14.9 percent) for switching sides, 








compared to only 4.1 percent of the younger voters. Men suspect bribery 
more than women (22 percent to 18.8 percent) but believe more in the patrio- 
tism of those voters (3 percent to 2.5 percent) and in a possible disenchant- 
ment with the actions of the opposition (10.3 percent to 7.4 percent). It 
is also in Class A that the largest number of those who distrust the methods 
used by Maluf resides (25.4 percent}, or they believe in the opportunistic 
nature of politicians (29.8 percent). Those in Classes D and E have a 
lesser feeling about those motives: 16.1 percent and 10.2 percent, respec- 
tively, for bribery and opportunism. Only 2.8 percent of those interviewed 
believe that such support is due to patriotism--.6 percent among voters 

30 to 39 years-of-age, 2.5 percent among women, 1.7 percent of the voters 

of Sao Paulo and 0.0 percent in Class A [as published]. 


Today the Losers Would Win 


If there were to be an election for governor of states at this time, the 
president of the PT [Worker's Party] Luis Inacio Lula da Silva and the 
former president of the PDS in Rio de Janeiro, Wellington Moreira Franco, 
both defeated in 1982, would have a great chance of winning. Both appear 
in first place in the list of favorites of the voters questioned in the 
two metropolitan regions: Lula with 11.7 percent of votes and Moreira 
Franco with 15 percent. The president of the PT beats all the adversaries 
of 1982 in Sao Paulo, including the victorious Franco Montoro, who on that 
occasion obtained more than 5 million votes and now appears in a modest 
third place together with Janio Quadros and Paulo Maluf. Reynaldo de Barros 
came in eighth and Roge Ferreira in tenth place. 


In Rio, Moreira Franco beats the victorious Leonel Brizola, who came in 
second with 10.3 percent of the choices, and Miro Teixeira and Sandra 
Cavalcanti came in third with a meager 2.7 percent. It is obvious that 
such numbers, although suggestive, should not be viewed as a conclusive 
trend because in both states the majority of the voters preferred not to 
make a choice--55.3 percent of those questioned in Rio and 48.3 percent of 
those in Sao Paulo. Even so, they suggest strange comparisons. In Rio de 
Janeiro, Senator Saturnino Braga, who switched from the PMDB to the PDT 
[Democratic Workers Party] of Brizola, came in fiith with 2.0 percent of 
the choices, the same number given to former deputy Lysaneas Maciel, who 
switched from the PMDB to the PT further to the left. 


Apparently the preferences of the voters follow an inverse course in the 
two states: those of Rio prefer a young politician who left the PDS to 
become one of the stars of the dissident Liberal Front, which should assure 
the victory of Tancredo Neves of the PMDB in the Electoral College. Those 
of Sao Paulo vote for the president of the party which broke the opposition 
front and, therefore, remain firm in their decision not to go to the 
Electoral College. The comparison of those figures with other tables of 
the poll, however, reveals that the voters may be seriously confused. Thus, 
38.3 percent of those of Sao Paulo, who say they prefer Lula as a governor, 
vould vote for the PMDB if there were to be elections now, and only 13.7 
percent would vote for the PT of the candidate. Similarly, in Rio 31.0 
percent would vote for the PMDB and only 0.3 percent would vote for the 
Liberal Front, which Moreira Franco heads in the state. 
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With respect to the previous round of the poll, there are some minor changes. 
In Sav Paulo the PDS, which was the only party to grow in popular preference 
since 1982; grew once more, this time from 13.7 percent to 17.3 percent. 

The PT declined from 17.0 percent to 13.7 percent, and the PDT practically 
disappeared, remaining with 0.0 percent of the choices. In any case, the 
PMDB ruse from 37.0 percent to 38.1 percent. In Rio de Janeiro, the PDS 
declined from 14.3 percent to 11.0 percent and the PTB fell from 3.3 

percent to 2.3 percent. On the other hand, the PMDB increased from 26.0 
percent to 31.0 percent, the PDT from 18.7 percent to 19.3 percent, and the 
PT from 5.7 percent to 6.7 percent. It is surprising to note that the best 
ratings of this party are in the D and E Classes (13.5 percent, and in 

Class A (11.4 percent). 


Brizola Better than Montoro 


On a scale from 1 to 7, the voters of Sao Paulo give Governor Franco 
Montoro of the PMDB a 3.1. More generous, those of Rio gave Leonel Brizola 
of the PDT a 4.3. Brizola passed, he is above the middle. Montoro, below 
the middle, did not. The younger voters, those between 18 and 24, and 
those between 40 and 49, are the most severe judges of Montoro. In those 
age groups he did not receive a single 7. The young voters, on the other 
hand, gave him the léwest rating: 1 (27.5 percent), which is a high per- 
centage gBrizola, on the other hand, does well among the young, who gave 

him 15.1 percent of 7's and only 13.7 percent of 1's, and among the older 
voters above 50, who gave him 22.7 percent 7's and 10.6 percent i’s. 


The best ratings of Brizola are at the level of 5, with 27.7 percent of 
those polled (32.9 percent among the 18-24 year group in Class B and 30.1 
percent in Class C). The best ratings Montoro received, which are indeed 
bad, are at the 1 level, with 32 percent of the total (35.0 percent among 
men, 35.2 percent among voters ged 25 to 29 years and 47.2 percent in 
Class A). It may serve as a consolation for the governor of Sao Paulo that 
the lowest number of 1 ratings is in the D and E Classes (26.2 percent), 
where he also has the most 7's: 11.5 percent. 


Called upon to give a grade to the work of their Sao Paulo and Rio 
governors, the great majority rated them about half and half: 33.7 

percent and 46.0 percent, respectively, believe that Mentoro and Brizola 
are neither good or bad. The other items in the answers establish more 
significant differences between them. Brizola received 23.3 percent of 
"Sood" ratings, compared to 15.0 percent for Montoro; 5.3 percent "excellent" 
against 1.7 percent for Montoro. On the other side of the classification 
table, Brizola received 7.3 percent of "bad" ratings, compared to 19.0 
percent for Montoro and 16.3 percent "very bad" against 28.7 percent for 
Montoro. It is also significant to record that in classifying governors 
there are few who are indecisive: only 1./ percent of those polled in Rio 
and 2 percent of those polled in Sao Paulo did not know, or gave no opinion 
on the question. The governor of Sao Paulo has 0.0 percent "excellent" 
ratings among the 18-24 year-old group: and among the voters between 40 and 
49 and those 50 and over. The governor of Rio did not receive any zero 
ratings. His lowest "excellent," rating was among the younger voters, who 
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gave him a 4.1 percent. Montoro received another zero among the voters in 
Classes A and B and can console himself with a meager 4.9 percent in 
Classes D and E. Brizola did not receive any "excellents" in Class A, but 
better than his Sao Paulo colleague, he received 6.5 percent in Class 3B, 
7.3 percent in Class C and 3.0 percent in Classes D and E. Montoro is 
"very bad" for 30 percent of the young between 18 and 24 years-of-age, 
31.2 percent of the voters from 40 to 49 and 50 percent of Class A, 32.4 
percent of Class B, 25.2 percent of Class C and 19.7 percent of Classes D 
and E. 


It may also serve him as a consolation to note that the rates have a de- 
clining trend as the level of the social classes also declines. Brizola, 
in any case, is more fortunate than he. The young give him 13.7 percent 
ratings of "bad", the voters from 40 to 49 years-of-age give him 18.8 
percent, Class A, 32.4 percent and Classes D and E, 13.6 percent. Called 
upon to judge the Sac Paulo and Rio governors together, both received 
similar ratings: in the two states Brizola is considered a better governor 
than Montoro. In Rio de Janeiro, the difference was 50 percent against 26.3 
percent; in Sao Paulo, 40.7 percent against 32.7 percent. In Rio, 23.7 
percent of those polled did not wish to answer, compared to 28.6 percent 

of those of Sao Paulo. 


Men prefer Brizola in the ratio of 46.1 percent to 28.7 percent and women 
prefer him in a ratio of 42.9 percent to 31.5 percent. The 18 to 24 age 
group gives 48.2 percent to Brizola, compared to 31.1 percent to Montoro. 
The voters between 25 and 29 prefer the Rio governor by 50.2 percent to 
24.5 percent, the greatest difference registered between them. The smallest 
difference is in the 30 to 39 year old group--37.3 percent prefer Brizola 
and 36.2 percent find that Montoro is better. In the 40 to 49 year group, 
the difference climbs again--41.3 percent to 23.1 percent in favor of the 
Rio governor--and remains high among the voters over 50: 46.3 percent for 
Brizola and 31.8 percent for Montoro. In Class A the difference is 40.3 
percent for Brizola and 24.6 for Montoro; in Class B, 42.9 percent to 

32.6 percent; Class C is the highest, 47.4 percent to 28.9 percent. In 
Classes D and E, where Montoro received his best ratings, the picture does 
not seem more encouraging: 42.9 percent believe the Rio governor is better, 
compared to 32.4 percent who prefer the governor of Sao Paulo. 


20 














1. What do you believe that the vresident elected in January 1985 should do 
with respect to elections? 


Keep indirect elections 4 
Call for direct elections immediately after inaugurated 65 
Call for direct elections for 2 years after inaugurated 13 
Call for direct elections for 4 years after inaugurated 8. 
Call for direct elections for 6 years after inaugurated 4 
Do not know or has no opinion 4 


2, With respect to Tancredo Neves, do you support, accept or reject him or 
are you indifferent? 


Supports 37.3 
Accepts 25.3 
Rejects 17.5 
Indifferent 17.2 
Do not know or has no opinion 2.6 


3. With respect to Paulo Maluf, do you support, accept or reject him or are 
you indifferent? 


Supports 14.3 
Accepts 9.7 
Rejects 54.9 
Indifferent 18.3 
Do not row or has no opinion 2.9 


4. Who do you believe should be the next governor of the state of San Paulo? 
(Only for Sao Paulc voters) 


Luis Inacio Lula de Silva Lis? 
Mario Covas 7.3 
Olavo Setubal 6.7 
Paulo Maluf 3.0 
Franco Montoro 3.0 
Janio Quadros 3.0 


5. Who do you believe should be the next governor of the siate of Rio de 
Janeiro? (Only for Rio de Janeiro voters). 


Moreira Franco 
Leonel Brizola 
Miro Teixeira 
sandra Cavalcanti 
Saturnino Braga 
Lysaneas Maciel 











6. How would you describe the performance of the present governor of the 
state of Sao Paulo? (Only for Sao Paulo voters) 


Excellent 1 
Good 15 
Neither good nor bad 33. 
Bad 19 
Very bad 28 
No opinion 2 


7. How would you describe the performance of the present governor of the 
state of Rio de Janeiro? (Only for Rio de Janeiro voters) 


Excellent 5.3 
Good 23.3 
Neither good nor bad 46.0 
Bad 703 
Very bad 16.3 
No opinion 1.7 


8. Considering only Governors Brizola and Montoro, which of the two do you 
believe is the best? (For Rio and Sao Paulo voters only) 


SP Rio 
Montoro by Pe 26.3 
Brizola 40.7 50.0 
Neither one 9.3 0.0 
No opinion 17.3 23.7 
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BRAZIL 


AUGUST TRADE SURPLUS SETS NEW RECORD 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 11 Sep 84 p 35 


[Text] With a balance of $1.349 billion, the country's trade balance (the 
difference between exports and imports) showed during August its best results 
of all time, exceeding by $7 million the record in June and raising the accumu- 
lation for the first 8 months of the year to $8.639 billion; which is virtually 
4, months ahead of the goal set at the beginning of the year, of a surplus of 

$9 billion in 1984. 


According to CACEX [Foreign Trade Department] director Carlos Viacava, who 
announced the results yesterday, this year it will be possible to accrue a 
surplus of $12 million; and hence the balance between September and December 
will have to reach $840 million per month. However, exports should yield a 
little less than in July and August, when the soybean complex in particular 
(oil, bran and bean) received good prices abroad. 


During August, exports brought the country $2.507 billion, raising the accumula- 
tion from January to August of this year to $17.728 billion; which represents 
$3.487 billion more than during the same period last year, with a 24.49 percent 
increase. Imports in August cost the country $1.158 billion, 18.91 percent 
less than those of August 1983, owing mainly to the lesser purchases of crude 
oil caused by the decline in Brazilian exports of by-products. From January 

to August, imports cost $9.089 billion, with a 9.81 percent drop in comparison 
with the 1983 purchases abroad ($10.078 billion), with crude oil acting as a 
factor responsible for the decline; because the costs of imports thereof dropped 
from $5.229 billion to $4.626 billion, reflecting an 11.53 percent reduction 
during that period. 


To the August exports, amounting to $2.507 billion, manufactured products contri- 
buted 54.08 percent, equivalent to income of $1.356 billion. A decisive aid 

to this was provided by orange juice, sales of which brought $239 million that 
month, followed by exports of transportation equipment, the receipts from which 
amounted to $114 million. Staple products participated with 33.5 percent of 

the exports, providing $842 million, owing primarily to the participation of 
coffee beans ($263 million) and soybean bran ($173 million). During the 
period from January to August, staple products represented 34.5 percent and 
manufactured products 53.6 percent of the total income from exports. 
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More Imports 


The CACEX director admitted that, by the year's end, Brazil should increase its 
imports slightly, as a result of the process of reactivating the economy; which 
should raise the outlays by the end of the year to nearly $14.5 billion, with 
exports remaining between $26.5 and $27 billion, the latter reinforced by the 
income from coffee beans -— and ground coffee sales ($2.8 billion) and soybeans 
($2.75 billion). 


For 1985, however, the CACEX director does not keep the increase in exports and 
in the trade balance at the same pace recorded this year: first, because of 

the expectation of less economic growth in the United States; second, 

because of the uncertainty regarding interest rates; and third, owing to 

the behavior of prices for the leading agricultural raw materials. There 

are also internal factors to accrue less impressive results in 1985, such as 
the abolishment in April of next year of the premium-credit for exports, and 
the increased cost of financing exports, in view of the transfer of the 
operations to the commercial banks. 
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Key to Table: 


1. Progress of the Trade Surplus (in U.S.$ millions) 
2. Billion 

3. Aug 

4. Sep 

>. Oct 

6. Dec 

7. Feb 

8. Apr 

9. May 
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BRAZIL 


PLANALTO ACCEPTS PDS POPULARITY DROP AS PRICE FOR POLICY 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 28 Sep 84 p 4 


[Text] In Sao Paulo, the spokesman for the Presidency of the Republic, Carlos 
Atila, explained the loss of prestige and popularity by PDS [Social Democratic 
Party] disclosed by the Gallup Institute poll, attributing it to "the price 
paid for a realistic, necessary, austere policy to surmount the economic 
crisis. The opposition does not have that kind of attrition, which is inevi- 
table for those governing." By way of example, the presidential spokesman 
remarked: "If my memory doesn't fail me, in the United States, the government 
party did not achieve a majority in Congress until 1934, during the Roosevelt 
administration." 


Carlos Atila took advantage of the reporters’ questions to speak ironically 
about the Montoro government, suggesting that they repeat to the governor 
the question about low popularity rates, also noted in the poll on the Sao 
Paulo government. 


PDS Fell Below PT 


"The growth of PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement Party] is only natural, 
because it is a growth that is even vegetative," was the comment made by 
Deputy Waldemar Chubaci, the party's vice-president in Sao Paulo. But he 
also observed: "Perhaps this happened by mere coincidence, as PDS fell below 
PT [Workers Party]. People have the impression that this party is absorbing 
a considerable portion of the PDS electorate." 


Deputy Fernando Silveira, regional vice-president of PTB [Brazilian Labor 
Party] in Sao Paulo, made an analysis containing great praise for PMDB: 

"PMDB stands even higher than the polls report," he claimed. "Unfortunately, 
what is bad is the Franco Montoro government. But I think that the governor's 
reputation will even be enhanced. It depends on his beginning to keep the 
promises made in his speeches." According to Fernando Silveira, this will 
occur "because the Brazilian people have become increasingly politicized, and 
the politicians’ promises are being demanded to be kept." PMDB grew for the 
same reason: "The party has never fled from its line of conduct, fighting for 
direct elections even when it was obvious that the system would not offer 
that openness." He has no doubt that PMDB will reap the fruits of that 
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consistency in the coming elections. "At present, PMDB is the great party, 
and I am absolutely sure that it will also make the next state governor.” 


PTB and PDS 


The PTB deputy's optimism concerning PMBD is not reiterated when he talks 
about his own party: "PDS and, unfortunately, my party are on the decline. 

The former because the system has failed with its economic policy; and the 
latter because what created problems for it was Decree-Law No 2065, which 

cut wages and had the cooperation of the PTB federal deputies to be approved." 


He holds the administration of the late Deputy Ivete Vargas responsible for 

the backing given to 2065. And he explained that now "we have no commitment 

to the government." He said that he was sure that all the PTB federal deputies 
would vote for Tancredo Neves. "Otherwise, it will be the end of my party; 

and if that happens, I shall give up its symbol, because I had opposition 
votes." 
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BRAZIL 


SEPTEMBER INFLATION RATE PLACED AT 10.5 PERCENT 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 29 Sep 84 p 24 


[Text] The inflation rate this month, confirming the expectations of the finan- 
cial market experts, stood at 10.5 percent, 0.1 point lower than the rate 
recorded in August, according to data released yesterday by the Getulio Vargas 
Foundation's Brazilian Institute of Economics, which was responsible for the 
calculation. 


Although the monthly inflation still remained high, the variation accumulated 
during the past 12 months declined from 219.3 percent in August to 212.9 

percent in September. During the year, the cumulative variation has already 
reached 136.8 percent. Those rates have been considered without the adjustments 
(expurgations) which occurred during the period. During September, as in the 
previous month, there was no expurgation in the indexes. 


In announcing the data, the Brazilian Institute of Economics reported that the 
greatest influences on the formation of the General Price Index were wielded 

by petroleum and by-products, meat, corn, beans, oranges, cotton fabrics and 
soybeans (on the Wholesale Price Index), and by prices of beef, poultry, bottled 
gas, gasoline and the cost of rents (on the Consumer Price Index). 


WPI 


During September, the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) showed a rise of 11.2 percent, 
raising the cumulative rate for the year to 137.5 percent, and that for the 

last 12 months to 220.5 percent. The following were the increases in the WPI 
noted by IBRE: household utilities, 10.8 percent; foodstuffs, 10.8 percent; non- 
food raw materials, 10.1 percent; construction materials, 8.9 percent; and 
machines, vehicles and equipment, 9.0 percent. Based on product groups, the 
variations were 10.7 percent for consumer goods (an identical rate for durable 
and non-durable goods), and 11.8 percent for production goods. 


The greatest percentage variations occurring in the WPI. were attributable to 
lemons (116.4 percent), barley (80.2 percent), refrigerated rump beef | 

(rump 40.4"percent, shoulder 33.3 percent), iron ore (32.0 percent), 
slaughtered and refrigerated poultry (30.5 percent) and oranges (29.7 percent). 
The greatest percentage influences were those of crude oil (9.8 percent), 
refrigerated rump beef (6.2 percent), gasoline up to 90 octane (5.5 percent), 
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corn (5.5 percent), beans (3.8 percent), oranges (3.3 percent), cotton fabrics 
(2.7 percent) and refrigerated shoulder (2.7 percent). 


CPI and CCI 


With a 10.2 percent variation for the month, the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
currently shows an accumulation of 132.3 percent for the year, and 195.7 
percent for the period associated with the last 12 months. The increases noted 
on this index in September were: food, 12.9 percent; clothing, 14.1 percent; 
housing, 7.1 percent); household items, 9.5 percent; health care and hygiene, 
8.9 percent; personal services, 7.1 percent; and public services, 9.3 percent. 


On the CPI, the greatest percentage variations were caused by lemons (124.3 
percent), okra (72.1 percent), string beans (47.7 percent), avocados (41.1 
percent), ham (36.5 percent), liver (35.2 percent) and cured meat (33.7 percent). 
The greatest percentage influences were those of the prices of slaughtered 
chicken (7.4 percent), tender tea (3.9 percent), duckling (2.8 percent), eye 

of round (2.4 percent) and eggs (2.1 percent). 


The Construction Cost Index [CCI], the third component of the inflation calcu- 
lation, showed a rise of 5.6 percent this month, with a 0.2 percent decline in 
the item of labor and a 10.9 percent rise in the prices of construction materials. 
The cumulative CCI for the year is 145.5 percent; and, for the last 12 months, 
203.3 percent. 
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BRAZIL 


EMPLOYMENT UP 0.38 PERCENT NATIONWIDE, DOWN IN MAJOR CITIES 
Labor Ministry's August Figures 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 29 Sep 84 p 25 


[Text] Yesterday, the Ministry of Labor reported that, during August, the 
employment rate increased 0.38 percent, representing the creation of 68,100 
new jobs throughout the entire country. There were gains in the employment 
rate in all the macro-regions, with the West-Central region showing the best 
progress (+ 0.49 percent), followed by the Northern region (+ 0.45 percent). 
In absolute terms, the Southeast region, with a positive increase of 0.4 
percent, contributed 42,200 new jobs. Only the Territory of Amapa showed 
negative progress (- 0.30 percent). 


The Labor Ministry has disclosed that the Northeast, with a positive 0.34 
percent, showed the best performance during the past 5 months, with 8,700 new 
jobs created in the region. In the Southeast region, the leader was the state 
of Minas, with a 0.66 percent increase, creating 10,700 new jobs; while Sao 
Paulo showed an increment of 0.46 percent (+ 27,400 jobs). Finally, the South- 
ern region showed an increase for the seventh consecutive month, with Parana 
distinguishing itse’f; having showed gains in employment every month, while in 
Rio Grande do Sul, 4,800 new jobs were created. 


In the metropolitan areas, the employment rate rose 0.28 percent, that is, 

with 27,000 jobs throughout August, with emphasis on Belo Horizonte (+ 0.67 
percent), Fortaleza (+ 0.36 percent) and Sao Paulo(+ 0.34 percent). Meanwhile, 
Rio de Janeiro, the second largest urban job market in the country, showed the 
worst performance, with 0.09 percent, or only 2,100 new jobs. 


Once again, the manufacturing industry showed the best performance (+ 0.60 
percent), generating 28,000 new jobs, or 41 percent of the total. There was 

a repetition of the good performance in the subsectors associated with exports 
and the replacement of imports, that is: metallurgy (an increment of 3,800 
jobs), mechanics (+ 2,700) and transportation (+ 2,500). Special prominence 
belongs to the textile industry, which generated 6,400 new jobs and showed the 
greatest relative variation (+ 1 percent) of the last 5 months. Civil construc- 
tion also showed positive variations, for the second consecutive month~ The 
services sector, in turn, made the second largest contribution (+ 0.38 percent) 
to the increase in the number of jobs, with 20,400; and commerce had a positive 
variation of 0.34 percent, or 6,800 jobs. 
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Although admitting that the greatest increase still occurs in the sectors 
engaged in exporting, the Labor Ministry noted that sectors more associated 
with the domestic market have now shown a slight recovery; although the 
employment rate for August 1984 stands at only 1.3 percent above the one 
shown on 30 August 1983. 


IBGE Report on Unemployment 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 25 Sep 84 p 36 


[Text] According to the IBGE [Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics], 
Foundation, the unemployment rate during August in the country's six leading 
metropolitan regions (Recife, Salvador, Belo Horizonte, Rio Je Janeiro, Sao 
Paulo and Porto Alegre) represented 7.32 percent of the economically active 
population, a figure slightly higher than the 7.29 percent rate in July. 


The rise was considered a result of "fluctuations in the sample itself." 


IBGE reports that Sao Paulo showed the greatest increase in the unemployment 
rate, rising from 6.78 percent in July to 6.95 percent in August, because of 
the rise in unemployment starting among women, particularly in the 20-29 year 
old age bracket. In Belo Horizonte, where the unemployment rose from 8.08 

to 8.20 percent, the increase was influenced by the entry of a larger number 

of men into the economically active population, pressuring the market in search 
of jobs. There was also a rise in unemployment in Salvador, where the rate 
increased to 8.66 percent. In Rio de Janeiro, the unemployment remained virtu- 
ally stable, dropping from 6.89 percent to 6.88 percent; it also dropped in 
Porto Alegre (from 7.51 percent to 7.04 percent), and in Recife (from 10.21 

to 9.76 percent). 


The average rate of unemployment also declined among individuals working 
independently, who nevertheless claimed not to have received any pay. In 
August, that rate stood at 1.36 percent in relation to the economically active 
population, as opposed to 1.40 percent in July. Among self-employed persons 
receiving pay less than a minimum wage, the unemployment stood at 6.96 percent 
in August, in contrast to 7.26 percent in July. 


Industry 


With an increase of 2,900 individuals during the second half of September, 

Sao Paulo industry rehired 7,550 workers during the month, and 74,250 for 

the year, taking a position equivalent to that of the first half of April of 
last year. Despite that recovery which, in percentage terms, is 0.18 percent 
for the week, 0.47 percent for the month and 4.06 percent for the year, there 
is still a negative balance of 386,550 jobs in comparison with December 1980, 
when Sao Paulo industry employed 2 million workers, which represents a decline 
of 19.20 percent. 


30 





Of the 29 sectors polled by FIESP's [Sao Paulo State Federation of Industries] 
Documentation and Statistics Department, 15 had positive unemployment. The 
most representative segments were glass and crystal (0.99 percent); iron work 
(0.77 percent); railroad and highway materials and equipment (0.68 percent); 
printing (0.52 percent); wiredrawing and rolling of ferrous metals (0.41 
percent); and plastic material (0.41 percent). 
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BRAZIL 


PRESIDENTIAL AIDE ON DEMONSTRATION AGAINST MALUF 
PY050241 Brasilia Domestic Service in Portguese 2200 GMT 4 Oct 84 


[Text] The government favors an electoral campaign conducted on the basis 

of ideas, free expression by the candidates, the free dissemination of ideas, 
and a measured evaluation of the best platform and the best candidate capable 
of leading the country over the next presidential term. This statement was 
made by presidential spokesman Carlos Atila at a press conference today in 
Sao Paulo. 


According to Atila, the government does not want people to be prevented 
from expressing their opinion or candidates to be coerced when expressing 
themselves. He then stated that the police have the duty to guarantee 
public order, and that no special measure to protect Paulo Maluf during his 
trips around the country will be adopted. 


Atila said that public order is guaranteed for all citizens, not just for 
the presidential candidate of the government. He added that the demonstra- 
tions against Paulo Maluf do not reflect any lack of popular support, but do 
reflect a lack of good political manners. It is so much so that the opposi- 
tion leaders themselves are concerned about these demonstrations. 


According to Atila, the government believes that Deputy Paulo Maluf does 
have some popular support, but that his ideas are not being sufficiently 


disseminated. He said that for a long time Paulo Maluf has been criticized 
not for his actions but just for being Paulo Maiuf. 


CSO: 3342/14 


32 











BRAZIL 


INPE TESTS HYDRAZINE MICROPROPELLANT SUCCESSFULLY 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 21 Sep 84 p 15 


[Text] The first prototype of a hydrazine catalytic cracking micropropellant 
in South America recently underwent successful tests. The work was done by 
the Institute of Space Research (INPE), in Cachoeira Paulista, and will have 
a direct application in the control of orbit and attitude of the Brazilian 
satellite that is being built by the institute. 


The hydrazine, in contact with a catalyst, decomposes, releasing a large volume 
of heat and generating the hydrogen, nitrogen and ammonia gases capable of 
propelling or stabilizing a space vehicle. The tested system was built with 
technology developed by INPE technicians, and consists of a micropropellant, 

a bistable valve and a pressure vessel, in addition to the supply and control 
subsystems. 


The micropropellant has its nozzle and its catalytic bed sized to produce a 
thrust of 6 N (newtons) under a mass outflow of 3.6 grams of anhydrous hydra- 
zine per second. The bistable valve needs energy impulses only to move from 
the closed to the open position (and vice versa), with the deenergized time 
result remaining. The pressure vessel was designed only for soil tests, 
operating with a pressure of 40 atm and a blowdown (final pressure/initial 
pressure) rate exceeding 0.8. 


The principle of this system has been used in most of the satellites built 

to date, for orbit and attitude control. The INPE technicians, who underscore 
the importance of the fact that this is the first time liquid fuel has been 
burned for rocket thrust in South America, also explain that, without the 
development of this technology, it would hardly be possible to control the 
satellite's attitude, that is, the position in which it must remain in space. 


Engineer Liborio Faria, of the space energy department associated with the 
division responsible for the development of the engine and its tests, explains 
that hydrazine is highly corrosive and toxic. For this reason, the INPE 
technicians use only stainless steel in the construction of all the piping and 
components of the system; because it is the only material resistant to this 
type of corrosion, and all the work is done under stringent security control. 


Germans, Russians, French and Americans have used the same principle of this 
system on large-sized rockets for space exploration, as in the case of the 
United States' rocket, Saturn, which the aircraft Apollo put in orbit, the 
first to take man to the moon. 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


BONDS ISSUANCE IN FRG, JAPAN--Tomorrow, Brazil will return to the international 
market to issue debt bonds, after having been unable to make any issue since 
mid-1983. The country will issue bonds in the amount of 150 million marks, 
from 26 to 28 September, in Frankfurt, and another 80 million yen on 2 and 3 
October, in Japan. According to a leading adviser in the Ministry of Finance, 
the issuing of these two bond series, although in a small amount, represents 

an obvious sign that Brazil is recovering international confidence after having 
faced the severity of the crisis of lack of liquidity triggered by the Mexican 
moratorium during the second half of 1982. After those two issues, Brazil will 
intensify the alternative of issuing bonds abroad to finance portions of the 
foreign debt (the largest in the world, totaling nearly $100 billion). As the 
adviser stressed, any effort in the direction of issuing bonds is compensatory, 
because the interest is among the least high paid by the country. At the 
beginning of the year, when the market had not vet appeared receptive to 
Brazilian securities, the balance of Brazil's bonds abroad amounted to $2.2 
billion. Redemptions amounting to $477 million have been anticipated this 
year, but the office of the solicitor general of the National Treasury gave 
authorization last month for Brazilian ambassadors abroad to advance the redemp- 
tion, particularly on the Japanese market. Last year, when the country was 
confronted with the crisis of lack of liquidity, Brazilian bonds came to be 
sold on the international market with major devaluations, creating an unpleasant 
image in the eyes of investors, usually insurance companies and pension funds. 
This year, the supply of Brazilian bonds with devaluations has been smaller, 
primarily because (the treasury technician explains) Brazil never delayed any 
redemptions. And this is said to have ensured the foreign investor's confidence 
in Brazilian securities. [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 
23 Sep 84 p 35] 2909 


THIRD ‘\NTARCTIC EXPEDITION--The third Brazilian expedition to the Antarctic 
continent will leave at the end of November, according to an announcement made 
yesterday, in Porto Alegre, by Fabio Troian, the researcher with the University 
of Vale do Rio dos Sinos (UNISINOS) Antarctic Program. This time, however, the 
oceanographic vessel "Barao de Teffe" will not carry the researchers; because 
the purpose of this phase of the trip will be only to expand the physical area 
of the Brazilian project established last year. The researchers will travel 
only on 19 January and 23 February, returning to the country at the end of 
March. Troian stressed that the dates might be changed, because the matter 
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will be decided upon next month, during a meeting of all the participants from 
the University of Sao Paulo's [USP] Oceanographic Institute. This week, 
researchers, scientists and professors from all the universities participating 
in the Brazilian expeditions to Antarctica will meet at UNISINOS to debate the 
goals and requirements of the third trip. Fabio Troian announced that they 
have already decided to continue the geology project, aimed basically at 
typifying the region's rock structures. The researchers on the third expedi- 
tion, who will travel on Brazilian Air Force planes, returning on the ship 
"Barao de Teffe," are members of USP, UNISINOS and the Federal University of 
Rio. de Janeiro, as well as of cther academic institutions yet to be decided 

by the general coordinating enmity for the expeditions. [Text] [Sao Paulo 

O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 14 Sep 84 p 13] 2909 


FICUEIREDO'S HEALTH 'FANTASTIC'--This morning in Sao Paulo President Figueiredo 
was subject to another session of physiotherapy as part of the treatment that 
is being given to his spine. On leaving tne clinic, where he stayed for 
approximately 90 minutes, President Figueiredo was congratulated by the people 
and he handed out autographs. He then left for Congonhas Airport, where he 
embarked for Rio de Janeiro. Dr Nishimura told journalists that the recovery 
of the chief of state is fantastic due to his athletic physique. He also 
reported that on 17 October President Figueiredo will be subject to another 

two sessions of physiotherapy, in addition to the session that has been pro- 
grammed for 18 October. [Excerpt] [Brasilia Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2200 GMT 11 Oct 84 PY] 
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CHILE 


NAVY NAMES 1985 HIGH COMMAND MEMBERS 
PY091450 Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 29 Sep 84 p C 2 


[Text] The Chilean Navy yesterday disclosed the names of the navy officers 
who will serve at the Navy High Command during 1985 following the conclusion 
of the normal navy officers’ rating process. 


The main news disclosed by the navy included the appointment of Rear Admiral 
Hernan Rivera Calderon as commander in chief of the First Naval Zone and of 

Rear Admiral Sergio Sanchez Luna as commander in chief of the navy squadron. 
Similarly, Rear Admiral Fernando Navajas Irigoyen will be commander in chief 
of the Second Naval Zone in Talcahuano. 


Here is the navy communique: 


"On orders of navy Commander in Chief Admiral Jose T. Merino Castro, the 
public relations department of the navy informs the public of the names of 
the navy officers who will serve at the navy high command during 1985 
following the conclusion of the normal navy officers' rating process. 


Chief of the navy general staff, Rear Admiral German Guesalaga Toro; commander 
in chief of the First Naval Zone, Rear Admiral Hernan Rivera Calderon; com- 
mander in chief of the navy squadron, Rear Admiral Sergio Sanchez Luna; 
director general of navy personnel, Rear Admiral Ramon Undurraga Carvajal; 
general navy auditor, Rear Admiral Aldo Montagna Bargetto, director general 

of maritime territory and the National Merchant Navy, Rear Admiral Ernesto 
Hubert von Appen; director general of navy services, Rear Admiral John Howard 
Balaresque; director of navy shipyards and arsenals, Rear Admiral Luis Lara 
Marschall; chief of navy cabinet, Rear Admiral Rigoberto Cruz Johnson; com- 
mander in chief of the Third Naval Zone, Rear Admiral Fernando Camus Scherrer; 
chief of the Chilean Navy Mission in London, Rear Admiral Jorge Sepulveda 
Ortiz; commander in chief of the Second Naval Zone, Rear Admiral Fernando 
Navajas Irigoyen; director of the Navy Engineering Corps, Rear Admiral Enrique 
Malfanti Perez; navy secretary general, Rear Admiral Gustavo Pfeifer Niedbalski; 
director of navy supplies and accounting, Rear Admiral Martiniano Parra 
Castillo; commander general of the Navy Infantry Corps, Rear Admiral Ary Acuna 
Figueroa; director of navy armaments, Captain Humberto Llanos Morales; deputy 
chief of the national defense general staff, Captain Sergio Cabezas Dufeu; 
navy comptroller, Captain Mario Ibarra Valenzuela; deputy chief of the army 
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general staff, Captain Rolando Vergara Gonzalez; director of navy training, 
Captain Jorge Martinez Busch; director of the Navy Medical Corps, Captain 
Herbert Wilhem Perelman; commander of naval aviation, Captain Frederick 
Corthon Besse, and commander in chief of the submarine fleet, Captain Eduardo 
Alvayay Fuentes." 


It is assumed from the official communique that six navy officers will go into 
retirement. They are: 


Pablo Wunderlich Piderit of the Navy Infantry Corps, Osvaldo Schwarzemberg of 
the submarines command, National Defense General Staff Deputy Chief Edwin 


Conn Tesche, Armament Director Guillermo Garcia Lemaitre, Navy General Staff 
Deputy Chief Rodolfo Calderon, and Medical Corps Director Rene Miqueles. 


CSO: 3348/27 
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CHILE 


SI LEADERS ARRIVE, CONVEY SOLIDARITY TO WOMEN 
PY082146 Santiago Radio Cooperativa in Spanish 1715 GMT 8 Oct 84 


[Text] Women leaders of the Socialist International (SI) have expressed their 
solidarity with the Chilean people and, particularly, with the Chilean women 
who are striving to carry out the nation's democratization process. 


Four foreign socialist international women's leaders have arrived in Santiago 
after attending the SI meeting in Brazil and after visiting Uruguay. 


In a message addressed to Chilean women, SI leader and Irish Labor Party 
leader (Jane Tansing) said that the SI will back them and will convey its 
permanent solidarity to them until democracy returns to Chile. Once you 

have freely elected a government, she said, you will be able to work to over- 
come the economic collapse that the foolish monetaristic policies have caused 
in Chile and in other countries. The price for this economic collapse, she 
remarked, has had to be paid by women, who have had to cope with high prices 
for food and basic commodities. 


(Ivanca Corti), SI vice president and secretary for international affairs 

of the Italian Socialist Democratic Party, said that during her stay in 

Chile she has tried to gain an insight into the Chilean situation. In order 
to do this, she has met with local leaders, including those of the opposition. 
She said that she was deeply impressed by a visit she paid to the Msgr Juan 
Francisco Fresno camp. 


(Corti) also commented on the main SI principles and on the human rights 
issue. She said that the SI condemns human rights violations, in Chile as 
well as in other countries. 


CSO: 3348/27 


38 











CHILE 


PDC HEAD DISCUSSES BEAGLE TREATY, POLITICS 
FY052152 Santiago Radio Cooperativa in Spanish 1715 GMT 5 Oct 84 


[Excerpts] Chilean Christian Democratic Party (PDC) President Gabriel Valdes 
has welcomed the agreement between Chile and Argentina and warned that the 
people will judge the military government's moves on this issue when they are 
informed of the agreement's contents. 


Radio Cooperativa asked the PDC president for his views on this development: 


[Begin Valdes recording] 1 believe that all Chileans should rejoice because 
a solution has been found to the southern border dispute with Argentina. We 
must also express our gratitude to the Holy Father for safeguarding peace and 
facilitating the agreement, because it will permit broad cooperation with 
Argentina, which is a country that enjoys a praiseworthy democracy headed by 
such an outstonding statesman as President Raul Alfonsin. [End recording] 


The PDC president pointed out that this cooperation will be complete when 
Chile recovers democracy. 


[Begin Valdes recording] 1 do not know the terms of the agreement, so I cannot 
yet judge how Chile's rights over the Beagle Channel have been protected. We 
will be able to judge this when we learn all the information, which has been 
kept under an excessive screen of secrecy that is contrary to our traditions. 
We trust that the treaty will establish a peaceful solution to the controversy. 
[End recording] 


Asked about the proposal made by the National Party and PADENA (National 
Democratic Party), Valdes said: 


[Begin Valdes recording] I believe that the proposal that the National Party 
and PADENA have made is an important and positive political event because it 
reasserts democracy and it constitutes a step toward the formation of a broad 
and nonsectarian civilian front. 


The call the two parties have issued contains concrete bases and proposals 
that largely agree with our proposals, despite some marked disagreement that 
must be duly clarified. 


5 h 








I am confident that we will overcome this disagreement in the search for an 
understanding to attain a broad civilian agreement. The PDC is already study- 
ing the proposal and it will express its position at the Democratic Alliance. 
[End recording] 


In conclusion, Valdes said that on 8 October he will disclose the PDC's 


position on the latest Chilean events, including the remarks by the military 
authorities and the Communist Party document. 


CSO: 3348/27 
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CHILE 


BRIEFS 


STUDENTS APPROVE NEW BODY--Students of the University of Chile have approved 
the plebiscite called by the Single Student Union. The students democratically 
decided to call the organization FECH (Student Federation of Chile). Although 
there are still 3,000 votes to be counted from the architecture, public ad- 
ministration, dental and accounting schools, the students unanimously approved 
the new statute of the student organization. This also represents a clear 
victory for the students of the opposition because the Christian Democratic 
Party, the Popular Democratic Movement, the Socialist Bloc, the Social Democ- 
racy, and other leftist forces called on the students to approve the pleb- 
iscite. [Excerpts] [Santiago Radio Cooperative in Spanish 1715 GMT 11 Oct 

84 PY] 


CHRISTIAN LEFT VIEWS SOCIALIST BLOC--Pedro Felipe Ramirez has said that the 
Christian Left has made a study of its participation in the Socialist bloc. 
[Begin Ramirez recording] The party has studied its presence in the Socialist 
bloc in relation to the struggle against the dictatorship and how to lead the 
new socialist political force. The party has decided to redefine its relation 
with the Socialist bloc. We are going to remain in the bloc because despite 
the differences we have with other members of the bloc, especially with members 
of the Democratic Alliance, we hope to overcome these differences in the near 
future. [End recording] [Excerpt] [Santiago Radio Cooperativa in Spanish 
1715 GMT 11 Oct 84 PY] 


cso: 3348/27 











COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


RURAL POLICE DIRECTOR--Justice Minister Hugo Alfonso Munoz has announced that 
Government Minister Enrique Obregon will iiold the post of director of the 
Rural Police. [Summary] [PA190311 San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 10 Sep 84 

p lla] 
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CUBA 


REAGAN SAID TO MISLEAD U.S. ON REVOLUTION'S ACHIEVEMENTS 
Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVILW in English 23 Sep 84 p 11 
[Article by Juan Marrero: ‘Fear of Irreversible Cuban Reality" | 


[Text] On the eve of the first scientific symposium on politics and ideology 
and their relationship to the law, to take place in Havana and to which repre- 
sentatives of various legal organizations in the United States have been in- 
vited, the Reagan administration has taken new steps to tighten the travel ban 
to Cuba. The U.S. government has just ordered a probe of trips to Cuba by 
university people, journalists, lawyers and other professionals who until now 
have been exempt from the ban. 


It is especially notable that, in addition to confiscating records at the 
Marazul travel agency to investigate U.S. scientists aad professionals who 
have visited Cuba since 1982, the Treasury Department tried to confiscate a 
list of names of U.S. lawyers from the National Lawyers Guild and the National 
Conference of Black Lawyers and others not affiliated with any organization 
who had received a brochure explaining the nature and the agenda of the sym- 
posium scheduled for September 20-22 at the International Conference Center in 
Havana. 


This is yet another step in the escalation of Reagan administration hostility 
toward Cuba. [t is also another attack on the individual freedoms of the people 
of the United States about which their rulers talk so muci. 


In a manifestation of his obsession with the destruction of the Cuban Revolu- 
tion and in line with a proposal contained in his version of Mein Kampf which 
guides his policy toward Latin America (otherwise known as the Santa Fe Docu- 
ment), on April 24, 1982, Reagan ordered a revalidation of currency control 
regulations in line with the Trading with the Enemy Act that limits trips to 
Cuba. This measure had been repealed five years earlier by the Carter adminis- 
tration after the United States signed the Helsinki agreements and pledged to 
uphold freedom of travel and movement. 


A group of U.S. citizens felt that since the United States and Cuba were not at 
war, the decision of the Reagan administration was arbitrary and illegal. Since 
they wanted to visit Cuba for various professional and personal reasons, they 
went to court in Boston in 1983. The initial ruling was in their favor. Right 











away, the Reagan adninistration appealed to the Supreme Court which, in another 
demonstration of the fact that it reflects the ideological positions of the 
Republican New Right, ruled last July in favor of the White Louse. 


This is a brief review of the travel ban on U.S. citizens who want to visit 
Cuba. 


Encouraged by the Supreme Court ruling, Reagan has now launched a brutal of- 
fensive against the only exception made in the travel ban: professionals. 
Thus he confiscates passenger lists and investigates what these people have 
done or will do in Cuba in a manner reminiscent of the witch hunts in the 
United States after World War II. 


What is clear is that the objective is not so much to prevent dollars from 
entering Cuba (the slander has it that the money is used to finance guerrilla 
activity in Latin America) but rather to prevent citizens of the United States 
from coming here as Courists, businessmen or professionals to learn the inspir- 
ing truth about the Cuban Revolution and discover the falsehood of imperialist 
propaganda. 


Why is Reagan trying to obstruct the participation of U.S. lawyers in the Havan 
symposium? Does he perhaps fear that they will see that Cuba is not what the 
White House and State Department make it out to be: a Savage society without 

a Constitution or laws or a judiciary and and which is guilty of "large-scale 
human rights violations" as the U.S. government has repeatedly claimed? Does 
Reagan fear that c.S. lawyers will see with their own eyes that indeed the 
legality of the exploiting society has been destroyed in Cuba but it has been 
replaced by our own socialist legality? Is he afraid that they will see how 
human beings, their moral and spiritual well-being aad economic social and 
political rights are the raison d'etre of the Revolution? 


The Havana symposium will be attended by about 300 Cuban delegates and 40 
guests. Through an exchange of ideas, analysis and debate, it aims to assess 
the bourgeois leyal order established during the neocolonial republic, review 
the new revolutionary law and the institutionalization of our socialist state, 
make known the achievements and Outline the short-term goals to be sought in 
perfecting the legal System in the country with emphasis on the improvement of 
ideological work in this sector. 


It is clear that these ideological and political issues cannot be to the Liking 
of Reagan, which is perhaps why he hasn't sat idly by and is trying to obstruct 
participation by promineat U.S. lawyers at the Havana symposium. As he has 
already done with the tourists and businessmen, he wants to prevent them from 
discovering the many imperialist lies about Cuba such as claims that the Cuban 
people go hungry, uaclothed and uashod; are sad and discontented; are victims 
of brutal repression. Or that the economy is in real chaos. 


Reagan wants to prevent the people of the United States from learning the 
truth. Tightening the screws on restrictions, he wants his people to be un- 
aware of the fact that, despite the profound world economic crisis which has 
hit hard in the underdeveloped countries, despite the low price of sugar, 
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despite the crimiaal economic and financial blockade, despite the considerable 
spending on defease due to threats of imperialist aggression, in 1983 the Cuban 
economy registered a five-percent growth--one of the highest rates in Latin 
America, a region which reported a 3.3-percent negative economic growth that 
year. 


This is why Cuba is a country without unemployment, the second best fed country 
in Latin America, where there are no abandoned children, beggars, prostitution 
or drugs, and, as recognized by international organizations, has registered 
great gains in education and public health, now on a par with some highly in- 
dustrialized nations. 


All this inspiring and irreversible reality is what Reagan wants to keep secret 
from the people of the United States. 


Trying to imprison the people of the United States is a beaten path as sterile 
as the aggressions of all sorts unleashed by the imperialists against the Cubaa 
Revolution over the last twenty-five years. 


CsO: 3200/12 














CUBA 


NEW BOOK: ‘'1984 LETTER TO FIDEL CASTRO' 

Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spenish 22, 23, 24 Sep 84 
[Article by Bambi] 

[22 Sep 84 pp 1-B, 3-B, 5-B, 6-B] 


[Text] Fidel Castro is the owner of a yacht, the "Tuxpan," that is 

bigger and more luxurious than Onassis's "Cristina," of several private 
beaches and of 25 resideaces and estates known as "Fidel's overnight lodg- 
ings." These facts are taken from Fernando Arrabal's book "1984: 

Letter to Fidel Castro," which the Diana publishing firm is about 

to put out in Mexico. This devastating document could remove the 
blindfolds from many visitors who have ignored or been unaware of 

certain painful facts about Cuba. 


The work, in the form of a letter from Arrabal t> Fidel, contains 
astonishing information: 


"You own several private beaches; one of them, a former club for aristocrats, 
is reserved today for your personal use. An armed police patrol makes 

Sure that no nosy individual from the masses approaches your oasis 

and shatters its charm. Submissive servants like those in colonial 

Cuba wait on you. Several European ministers who have been your guests 

can attest to the sumptuous luxury of that beach. 


"You have at your disposal 25 residences and estates known as Fidel's over- 
night lodgings. To your lavish SIL limousine you have added the most 
decadent luxuries of the 1930's millionaires. 


"On your birthday, the members of the party's Central Committee, thanking 
you for appointing them to their plummy jobs, gave you what they called 
‘a small gift,' less because of its size than because of their respect. 
It was the most luxurious yacht that has ever anchored at a Cuban 

port, larger even than Onassis's. 


"It is also true that protocol demands it: you are the owner of an 


infinitely larger island than the Greek millionaire owned in the Aegean 
Sea. The ‘small gift' yacht was built in grand style at the Regla 
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shipyards, which belong to the Construction Ministry. Ramiro Valdes 
Menendez directed the team of naval engineers so well that after their 
accomplishment he was given back the Interior Ministry. 


"Securing this unique token of appreciation was a major undertaking; 
the specialists did not spoil it with class prejudices that would 
have left it crippled, blind, engineless." 


Three Armored Glass 


"Since they had to show good judgment," Arrabal continues, "they shunned 
the poorly made products of your Red comrades and bought from the 
villified whites: the steel came from Sweden, the engines from Detroit 
(thanks to a ‘devilish’ Dutch ruse), the propellers from England, 

the marble from Italy, the aluminum from Ottawa, the pianos from Tokyo, 
the designs from Miami, the porcelain from London, the perfumers from 
Milan, the axles from Liverpool and the electronics from Japan. 


"The 'Tuxpan' is a yacht with three armored glass bridges, a projection 
room, cabins with marble bathrooms and facilities for sport fishing, 
because it would be foolish for you to sail in discomfort when you 

have such a firm hand on the country's helm, your lackeys told you. 


"When you are not using your pharaonic vessel, it rides at anchor 
at the navy yard, under the care of selected personnel from State 
Security so that the common people do not draw near and sully the 
porcelain or the marble with their breath. 


"Perhaps one day you will humble yourself and show it to them in a 
photograph or a movie...because your yacht deserves to be in pictures! 


"The knowledge that you ride the waves in such luxury is of no relief 

or comfort to Cubans; rather, it disheartens and sickens them, as 
according to LE MONDE's Niedergand, transportation is a genuine nuisance 
in Cuba. Thanks te Francis Pisani from the same paper, we know that 
‘one often has to wait 2 and even 3 hours for a bus. The buses arrive 
full, do not stop for fear that they will be taken by storm...or else, 
when they do make stops, one has to force one's way aboard.'" 


Valladares at Arrabal's House 


Fernando Arrabal, born in Spain in 1932 and a resident of Paris since 
1935, is one of the great figures in comtemporary literature. His 

works have been translated into 20 languages, and he has been compared 

to Ionesco and Becket. Among his best known works are "Fando and 

Lis," "The Graveyard of Automobiles," "Guernica," "The Great Ceremonial," 
"Ceremony for a Slain Black," "The Assyrian Emperor's Architect," 

"The Garden of Delights," "The Stone of Madness," "Baal Babylonia," 

"The Burial of the Sardine," "Long Live Death," "Letter to General 
Franco," which are plays, novels, films, poems and documents. 
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Arrabal exerted a decisive influence in Mitterrand's successful attempt 
to get Fidel Castro to release the poet Armando Valladares, who had 

been held for 22 years in damp dungeons worthy of the Inquisition; 

such treatment, which included torture, shattered his health and brought 
him to the brink of death. 


After Valladares was released through the intervention of Francois 
Mitterrand, he headed for Paris and Stayed at Arrabal's home. We 
can assume that their long conversations, which must have sounded 
like the lament of a castaway who has lost all hope of surviving, 

are the source of much of the specific information in Arrabal's book. 


Valladares Writing a Huge Book 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS asked Arrabal the following questions in New 
York (EXCELSIOR, 27 January 1984): 


[Question] Have you been in touch with the Cuban poet Armando Valladares? 


[Answer] It has been my undeserved honor that Armando Valladares, 
after 22 years in Cuban jails, came to live in my home, and he is 
again living in my home in Paris now. 


[Question] What do you think of his poetry? 


[Answer] I think that his poetry is superbly unusual and very close 

to the current vanguard movements in France, which are spiritual movements, 
such as the new philosophers, who are part of a religious rebirth, 

and if there were one poet that Rene Girard, Bernard Levi and Philippe 
Sollers would like, it would be Armando Valladares. 


On the last page of his book-letter Arrabal Says: 


"Within a few months this letter to Fidel Castro will be pointless. 
That splendid poet Armando valladares, who has lived ‘in the dragon's 
belly," will tell us in detail about the hell that he lived with his 
fellow countrymen. Thanks to his exceptional poetic talents, to his 
religious generosity and to his incomparable experience on the island. 
Until then, I ask readers to content themselves with this letter, 
which is merely an outcry." 


For their part, the publishers say: "In poetry fraught with irony, 
despair and anguish, Arrabal describes the painful reality of Cuba: 
excessive militarism, torture, exploitation of the working class, 
socialist deception, Fidel's life of luxury, and privileged classes 
(the military, bureaucrats and politicians) that force the people 
to live with rationing and in ignominy." 


Helen Hernandez Palacio, a great Mexican educator who sympathizes 
with the Cuban system and has excuses for the bad things that happen 
there, remarked: "Fidel has said that as long as there is hunger in 
Cuba there will be no freedom." 
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Arrabal's bombshell of a book has sadly shown us that behind the Disney- 
land veil of "salsa," "“daiquiris" and "Tropicanas" that tourists and 
government guests see (remember the advertisement "What fun Mexicans 
have in Cuba!") lie panic and repression, hunger, deprivation and 
spying. It is painful to see that our brothers there are lacking 

the most important thing in this life: freedom. 


Fidel Castro Always on the Run 


As outside observers we can see the failure of a well-intentioned, 
idealistic man, Fidel Castro Ruz, who fought 26 years ago to liberate 
his homeland and wound up not finding freedom even for himself. 


Fidel is always on the run in Cuba (From what? From whom?). When it is 
announced that he will attend a ceremony, he fails to appear. And then 
he shows up at another unexpectedly. At times people see an impressive 
motorcade pass by, with a limousine, army trucks, motorcycles, sirens 

and security personnel, and they say: "There goes Fidel." But there 

is actually no one in the limousine. Fidel is, in fact, silently 

driving through side streets in another car. In the final accounting, 
with his yacht bigger than Onassis's, his 25 estates and his private 
beaches, he is just a lonely prisoner on the island, a prisoner living 

in luxury but a prisoner all the same, a man without freedom. 


If an old friend from Mexico manages to surmount all cf the incredible 
barriers surrounding Fidel and gets to speak with him, he might say: 
"Can't we talk in private?" pointing to the soldiers who are with 

him day and night. Fidel answers: "You can say anything in front 

of them; they are completely trustworthy..." 


A Letter That Seeks to Delve Into Fidel 


In the foreword Edgar Mason says: "Fernando Arrabal is a man, a man 
who knows how to write what he feels how he feels it. His heart is 
like a volcano that ranges from almost total calm to violent eruption, 
from tenderness to righteous wrath, spanning a vast gamut of emotional 
hues that invade and flood the spirit." 


"His 'Letter to Fidel Castro' is just that: a letter that seeks to 
reach the deepest recesses of the Cuban dictator, the corner that 

no one knows. An intimate, personal letter that at the same time 

is universal, reaching out with respect, humility and a hint of pity, 
of compassion towards the Cuban leader and the impoverished people 
he drags behind him, and then having entered the reader's veins, 

it explodes with violence, rancor, righteous wrath but never hatred. 


"Arrabal never ceases to be human because he never ceases Co see Castro 
as a human being, with his miseries, his complexity, his vile deeds, 
his misdirected virtual omnipotence, his total solitude amid so much 
praise...so human." 
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Arrabal does not engage in speculation in his accusatory letter; he 
deals with concrete facts, though he does fail to mention certain 
things, such as the absence of freedom of the press on the island, 

which he alludes to only in passing. On the other hand, however, 

the assertions that he hurls in Fidel's face are conclusive and based 
on unassailable arguments. They tell a Story that we in Mexico, perhaps 
out of solidarity with a sister Latin American nation, are unfamiliar 
with or that we have refused or been unable to learn about. We have 
chosen to blindfold ourselves. 


Addresses Castro as He Did Franco 
Arrabal begins the book this way: 


"Mr Fidel Castro Ruz 
Cuba 


My Dear Sir: 


I address you today, caudillo, with the same mad hope and the same 
fear with which I wrote once to General Franco. Heed this fragile 
voice that reaches your ears trembling. Do not harden your heart or 
allow the injustice of your cause to triumph over reason. Acknowledge 
my message amid the noisy clamor of your courtiers. The servility 


that has come to characterize your retinue is indeed something to 
behold. 


"...I look upon you with pity but with respect, because every human being 
deserves to have his viewpoint understood, even if he does not overcome 
his frenzy. Today marks the 25th anniversary of your government. 

Your age also demands respect because you will soon reach the 60-year 
mark, just as you have already earned the title ‘hero of the Soviet 
Union' and accomplished the not inconsiderable feat of embodying the 

myth of the ‘rebellious youth' in the official Cuba. 


"Amid large petal-less flowers your rootless monument grows gangrenous 
and crumbles. Your endeavor causes furor, then laughter and finally 
pain and suffering. 


"I imagine you alone, harried, on your guard and on the lookout, wondering 
where the line is between excessive devotion and caustic revilement, 
mistrusting today and tomorrow, as well as those who call you by your 
first name and those who pester you; hiding behind the most numerous 
pretorian guard in the world, vulnerable and therefore accumulating 
positions that like walls built on sand could crumble at the first winds 
of freedom. 


"A foolish pride were it not a professed, dizzying weakness. A closed 
warehouse full of varnished ruins. 
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"Pathetic boor. Shut up in your hideaway, you dream of your funeral 
and hear the universal criticism of your deeds. So well do you hear 
it that you can distinguish the voices of your government lackeys, 

but without being able to identify them. Which one of them will speak 
out about your crimes as if you were just another Krushchev? 


"Will it be Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, your minister, as he was Batista's? 


"How many million dead will cram you under your tombstone when your 
mouth is sealed forever? 


"When you took power, there were six million people in Cuba. Close 
to two million have opted for freedom." 


[23 Sep 84 pp 1-B, 6-B, 14-B] 


[Text] In his letter to Fidel Castro, Fernando Arrabal makes assertions 
such as these: Cuba's indebtedness to Western and Eastern bloc countries 
totals $11 billion. Cuba has made dwarfish, not giant strides in 
education and social security. There are concentration camps for 
children. 


And he supports each accusation in the book with detaiis: 


"It is quite something to see how you, who before taking power promised 
to turn barracks into schools, have today militarized the university 
system and placed all centers of education under military control. 


"Cuba's minister of education recently stated in Pinar del Rio: ‘A 

good teacher is a militiaman with solid socialist ehtics. An illiterate 
socialist teacher is preferable to qualified teacher who is not a 
socialist.’ 


"A1]1 Cuban students have to pay for their studies by doing unpaid 
physical labor at work camps. 


"Tt is hard to believe that children, youngsters and teenagers must 
spend a major portion of their school day doing farm work that the 
law in France and Spain, for example, prohibits those under age 18 
from performing. 


"Cuban children and youngsters who do not do your bidding are sent 
to concentration camps and branded as ‘ideological deviationists.' 


"Consider this list of some of the labors that you force these pathetic 
little farmhands to perform: 


"Students in intermediate and college preparatory education harvest 
citrus fruits on the Isle of Pines, in Picadura Valley and in the 


Sierra de Cubitas; 


"Young students are in charge of planting and cleaning cane; 
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"Cuban children and teenagers harvest three-fourths of the tobacco 
crop in Pinar del Rio and Las Villas." 


Children Ages 6 to 12 at Work 


"Felipe Perez Roque, the president of the National Federation of Inter- 
mediate Education Students, made this announcement a year ago to please 
you: ‘We will expand the farm work, the harvesting of citrus fruits 

and the gathering of raw materials by young people, so that the profits 
cover educational expenses and the rest is passed on to the territorial 
troops militias.' 


"The pioneers, children ages 6 to 12, will pick 4 million quintals 
of citrus fruits for export. 


"Cuba is an island prison that people occasionally leave to enter 
another tiny one called a concentration camp. In this filthy world, 
school children, college students and their parents have no say, no 
decision-making power. 


"The island's libraries, trampled by the Horse (Fidel Castro's nickname) 
of Attila, have been stripped of all heterodoxy...But the sacrilegious 
books travel inside the everyday ones and are read in secret. 


"In all educational centers you have placed a slogan from Orwell's 
'1984': "Within "the" revolution, everything; outside "the" revolution, 
nothing.’ Even small children can translate this correctly: For the 
rich (political leaders, athletes, military mea, policemen), everything; 
for the poor, the rest. 


"The fact is that the children of the 'revolution's' privileged few 
attend special, lavish schools to which they are taken in government 
cars. 


"For the offspring of the Soviet colonizers you have built a most 
modern school in the municipality of Moa. 


"Is it any wonder that your education minister said: 'Every day there 
are more antisocial youths. We must crack down on then! ? 


"The illiteracy rate on the island had fallen from 78 percent when 
independence was achieved in 1898 to 21 percent when you arrived 25 

years ago. The Cuban people were expecting to do away with this disgrace; 
they predicted that it would be in the 1970's. The establishment 

of your system has hampered this accomplishment." 


Network of Children's Jails 
"Today the number of university students per 1,000 inhabitants is half 


of what is was when you came on the scene. The budget for education 
has dropped to the same level. Cuban exiles are notorious for their 
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tiny vocabularies. Most university graduates have to repeat their 
studies because they are not much more advanced than high school students. 


"For its children the 'revolution' has built a dense network of jails 
and concentration camps that cover the island in mourning: La Vigia, 
Melena Sur, Capitolio, Combinado del Este Infantil, Mulgoba 2, El 
Pitirre, Jaruco 2, Arroyo Naranjo 13, Paseo, Nueva Vida, Arco Iris 
and others." 


Leaving the field of education, Arrabal delves into social security: 


"Social security does not exist in Cuba. Blessed the worker who under 
Suarez or Gonzalez, Mitterrand or Giscard, Thatcher or Wilson has 
an institution that pays for his medicine. 


"Woe the Cuban worker who converting his discontent into contentedness, 
pays all his pharmacy bills himself and is still forced to applaud 
his misfortune as if it were good fortune. 


"A sick person must work 2 or 3 days to afford a small jar of vitamin 
tablets. 


"Since even today quality is a hit-and-miss affair in Cuba, it is 

not unusual to see this notice, which is more than a statement: ‘Regardless 
of the color and appearance of the pills, this medicine retains its 
therapeutic properties.' The Cubans say that the medicines they pay 

so dearly for ‘rusts’. The fact is that they are kept in worn-out 

jars and become pasty, and most people are afraid of poisoning themselves. 
All of the medicines that I have compared cost between twice and three 
times as much in Cuba as they do in Santa Fe, Madrid or Paris, at 

the official exchange rates. 


The Vampires of Medicine 


"Medicine in Cuba is a beautiful vampire's tale, a wondrous medicine 
that turns the misfortune of some into the fortune of those running 
the country. Accordingly, of the countries that I am familiar with, 
Cuba is the one in which medicine costs the most. Poor Cubans, that 
is to say, 95 percent of the country, give blood (theirs or their 
families') to enter a hospital. 


"How pleased I would be if the information that I have received through 
so many channels were false! For it is no triumph for one man to 
contemplate the misery of another. 


"Aren't you tired of looking for slave-driver ruses day and night? 
Don't you grow weary of always stirring up hatred, of filling walls 
with cracks, eyes with tears and hearts with ill will? Don't you tire 
of being a tyrant? 
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“Hospitals compete as if they were doing battle, with neglected patients 
as weapons: 'The Corinthia Polyclinic challenges the Ascelpios Polyclinic.' 
Which will treat more patients? 


"Applying the maxim to the maximum, hospitals reserve the finest care 
for the VIP's and leave the rest for the masses. Tourists visit the 
palatial clinics of the former and assume that the exception is the 
rule and that fiction is fact. And you and your friends have nothing 
to worry about! 


"Cuba's serfs are eaten alive by the mosquitoes, the cockroaches, 
the flies and the heat and from their hospital cots, which serve as 
their itchy, hot and painful beds, they see stopped up toilets and 
foul water inundating everything." 


A Good Climate and Luxury for the Bosses 


"In the Castellanos Ward of the National Psychiatric Hospital in Havana the 
floor of the rooms is sloped; the patient relieves himself and after 

he is finished, the bodily wastes are helped along towards the corridor 
with buckets of water. 


"But you have seen to it that the bosses indeed have places in which 
they can fall ill amid Western conditions and air conditioning. 


"The Frank Pais Hospital offers a most pleasant ward because it receives 
foreign leaders and athletes. 


"The Ciro Garcia Hospital earns the admiration of the illustrious 
travelers who visit it, as if it were available to all when the fact 
is that it is reserved for those who can boast the title of member 
of the Central Committee or show the passport of a foreign guest. 


"The Borges Ward at Calixto Garcia Hospital is for ranking career 
military officers. 


"The Naval Hospital has a floor Straight out of an exotic tale for 
high-ranking officers or officers trained in Eastern Europe. 


"Where is the youthful Fidel from Havana University who was going 
to distribute everything?" 


Arrabal mentions Dr Ruben Ramirez, who was head of the Department 
of Vectors of the Public Health Ministry. After he left Cuba, the 
doctor related that the hemorrhagic dengue fever epidemic that so 
many died of was brought to Cuba by a group of soldiers returning 
from Africa. The ships filled with "volunteers" were not inspected 
upon their return "for military reasons." Arrabal goes on to say: 


"In Cohumar, as you will recall, Dr Ramirez and his companions told 
you about this mistake. Some hours later in 'Revolution' Square, 
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you delivered a speech as if you were doing battle and painted as 

the truth what you knew to be false. You lied and said that the epidemic 
was the work of the CIA, treating the Cuban people as your elders 

did when they arrived from Galicia, like children." 


Later on in his letter to Fidel Castro, Fernando Arrabal makes reference 
to the suicides on the island, noting that the rate rose from 15.33 
percent in 1968 to 22.88 percent in 1980. 


"Cuba's poor commit suicide without help, but those of your caste 
could well be receiving help to die suicide deaths." 


He then mentions the daughter of Salvador Allende and Nilsa Espin, 

a sister of Vilma, who was reported to have committed suicide "by shoot- 
ing herself with a machine-gun." He also cites Oswaldo Dorticos, 
Captains Pena and Rivero, Commander Sunol, and Haydee Santamaria, 

the director of the House of the Americas. 


As for another major issue, he says: 


"Your government owes more than $3 billion to the West and twice that 
amount to the East. According to the 16 August issue of LE MONDE, 
Cuba's foreign debt stands at $11 billion." 


Further on he writes: 


"You did not conquer racism; you surrendered to it. Cuba is realizing 
the dream of the whites in Rhodesia by subjugating the black majority 

to the minority that has its own way. Whites in Cuba account for 

just one-fourth of the population but they hold all of the country's 

key leadership posts and 90 percent of the positions in government 
policy-making bodies: the Politburo, the Central Committee, the National 
Committees of the National Assembly...Let the blacks continue to toil 
like blacks and the whites to govern like nobles. You slave-driver!" 


[24 Sep 84 pp I-B, 5-B, 8-B] 


[Text] It was the end of the 1950's, and sculptor Victor Trapote 

was being held in the Government Ministry jail on Miguel Schultz Street 
in the San Rafael District. The now deceased Trapote was an exile 

from the Spanish Civil War, was solidly established in Mexico and 

owned a statuary shop on Rosas Moreno, where one day a group of Cubans 
came in and ordered small busts of Jose Marti. 


They held meetings in his shop but never used it as a weapons drop 
like Tete Casuso's house and others. They stuffed the little statues 
with revolutionary anti-Batista propaganda and sent them to the island. 


Victor Trapote was put in jail by mistake. The others, Fidel and 
Raul Castro, Ramiro Valdes, Ernesto Guevara, etc, were there not because 











of some irregularity in their documents but because the Mexican Government 
had detected several Batista Supporters who were in Mexico to eliminate 
Fidel and his comrades and locked them up for their own protection. 

They enjoyed special treatment, and when they were asked whether they 
wanted anything, Fidel requested that they ask a friend, Victor Trapote, 
who lived opposite the jail, to bring them some good coffee. 


The police arrived and seeing Victor with his long, unruly hair and 
penetrating gaze under thick eyebrows, thought that he was another 

revolutionary and, for his own protection as well, put him in jail 

with the others. 


Jaime and Estela Bassegoda, my brothers and sisters, I and others 

went to visit our friend Victor to bring him pastries and books. We 

Stood on line, were briefly questioned and after our gifts were inspected, 
were led into the yard. 


What Are Doing Here With These Madmen? 


It was there that we met the man who is president of Cuba today. 

He was a tall, stocky man, clean-shaven, with round cheeks and eyes 

that seemed smaller than they look now. He was wearing a pinstripe 

suit and tie and was smoking the same brand of cigars as Winston Churchill. 


He spoke with such conviction that we youngsters listened to him in 
fascination, regarding him as an idealist of extraordinary sincerity 

and generosity whose sole motivation was to liberate his fellow countrymen 
from the dictatorship that was oppressing them. 


The first time that we were there Jaime Bassegoda asked Victor: 
"Hey, Trapote. What are you doing here with these madmen?" 


The sculptor replied with enthusiastic emotion: "Look, don't say that. 
This is the first step towards the reconquest of Spain by the republicans..." 


One day, Castro gave me a message of thanks for Don Rodrigo de Llano, 
who was then the editor of EXCELSIOR. 


"Tell Don Rodrigo that we thank him for yesterday's editorial. It 
is a great stimulus for us to keep going with the struggle..." 


Several articles Sympathizing with Fidel Castro's cause appeared around 
that time. Later, after the triumph of the revolution, Aldo Baroni 
wrote dozens of articles attacking it. 


The "Granma" (the luxury yacht that Fidel's staff gave him bears the 

same name) left Tuxpan, and the guerrillas arrived in the Sierra Maestra. 
And they were victorious. With his thick beard, military beret and 

cigar and with the aura of victory about him, Castro had enhanced 

his appearance strikingly; he looked handsomer than ever. 
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On 1 January 1960, after I got off from work I asked the wire office 
for a copy of the telex, and as we read it over and over again, Victor 
Trapote, the Bassegodas, Jose de la Colina, Bartoli, the Bartras, 

I and many other friends, gathered in the house that my brothers and 
sisters owned on Antonio Sola, celebrated their victory with enormous 
joy, as if it were own own. 


With the Passage of Time Came Failure 


Unfortunately, the hopes that so many had placed in the liberation 
that Fidel had accomplished were dashed. Fernando Arrabal says the 
following in his letter: 


"After a quarter of a century of your government, a worker's monthly 
wage is almost what it was in 1958. But a kilo of coffee costs 30 
times as much as when you arrived. Cuba is the only country that 

I know of in which prices and wages have evolved thus over 25 years. 


"Many people complain in ‘revolutionary’ Cuba, but the most wronged 
of all are its poorest citizens. 


"Advised by no one, you comfort the needy with words and endeavor 

to distract them with ‘revolution.’ This is not a word that the poor 

can put in their mouths when they lack bread, nor can it be served 

refried, dipped in batter, reheated or recooked without causing irritation. 


"The 'revolution' rations bread, meat, milk, tobacco, clothing, needles, 
light bulbs, paper...everything that the Cuban people might want to 

buy. The ‘revolution’ supplies everything in dribs and drabs through 

the ‘ration booklet' [libreta], which has nothing to do with ‘free’ [libre] 
and which only the powerful can free themselves of. 


"The 'revolution' has damp, fly-infested 'grocery stores' and second- 
rate shops." 


(A well-known Cuban tour promoter remarked that there are stores "for 
first-class Cubans, second-class Cubans, third-class Cubans, Soviets 
and tourists...") 


"A kilo of coffee sells for 64 pesos, a can of fruit for 7 pesos, 

a pair of pants for 60 pesos, a pack of cigarettes for 1.60, a liter 
of milk for 1 peso, a kilo of butter for 5 pesos and a banana for 

1 peso." 


(The official exchange rate for the dollar is 1 to 1, but hotels and 


banks give tourists 87 centavos to the dollar. On the black market 
a tourist can get as much as 6 Cuban pesos for a dollar.) 
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Sometimes There Is Only Taro 


"The average monthly salary of a 'skilled' worker," Arrabal continues, 
"is 95 pesos." 


(A Cuban who has been living in Mexico since several years before 
the revolution, in other words, not a "worm" as Cuba calls those who 
oppose the regime, relates details of his almost 1l-month visit there 
as a tourist just a few weeks ago:) 


(If a tourist goes as part of a group, no one bothers him; in fact, 

he enjoys the congeniality and hospitality of the Cuban people. But 

if they know that he knows someone in Cuba, everything changes. There 
are policemenin gray called "delegates." A man or woman delegate 

is stationed outside every hotel or apartment building to see if anyone 
talks with a tourist.) 


(The black market operates Silently, and on occasion if a tourist 

does not pay attention, he might get a great many Cuban pesos for 

his dollar, but they could well be bills from Batista's time, which 
are worthless. On the other hand, the dollar opens doors everywhere. ) 


(Arriving at a restaurant, the only place where we could get meat 
and seafood during our month's Stay, we were told that there were 
no tables. But $5 to the maitre d' made a table appear as if by magic.) 


(During those weeks my friends were never able to serve meat or seafood 
in their homes, because the ration books notwithstanding, the stores 
assigned to them had none. We ate taro, a tuber like yucca or sweet 
potato. During his campaign Fidel rightly said: "We shall overcome, 
even if we have to eat taro." Cubans are very fond of fried foods. 

My relatives grated up the taro, mixed it with eggs and made a very 
tasty fried dish. I ate as many as seven of these fritters. The 
stores were getting a lot of eggs around that time.) 


(The mail is censored. Thus, from a letter that I received through 

a tourist I learned that Cubans can buy only one pair of shoes a year, 
one pair of pants and one shirt, and many toiletries, cosmetics and 
soaps are almost nonexistent. ) 


(I brought a suitcase-full of almost brand-new clothing so that my 
friends could choose what they liked. Of course neither the hotel 
elevator operator nor the receptionists allowed them to go up to my 
room to select their gifts. I had to bring the suitcase down and 
open it in the lobby...) 


Jewels and Gold in Walls and Yards 


(Many people buried their jewels or gold in their yards or gardens 
or in a hole in a wall that they plastered up afterwards. The only item 
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that stores are never out of is milk for children. Other foods are 
scarce, and people might be able to buy 3/4 of a kilo of meat, at 
the most, per person a month, if it is available at all.) 


(But the saddest thing is to feel the atmosphere of repression, the 
total absence of freedom and the discipline that does not jibe with 
the Cuban temperament. ) 


"Meanwhile," Arrabal says, as we return to his book, "BOHEMIA indicates 
that knives and forks are disappearing from public establishments 

and thus Cubans are getting used to eating with place settings. What 

a miracle. You can now eat an invisible filet mignon on the island 
with an invisble knife and fork. 


The Chasm Between the Rich and the Poor 


"NEWSWEEK calls your regime ‘a ragged revolution,’ but it should have 
added that not for the wealthy. Never since Cuba won its independence 
in 1898 have Cubans paid so much for such poor food, worked more for 
less pay, lived in such filthy dwellings, commuted under such tiring 
conditions and seen around them such a huge gap between the rich and 
poor. 


"Athletes have already gone a long way towards securing their plums 
if they manage to win medals, and afterwards they will be in- 
volved in something even more important, the bravado, and if the medal 
is gold, the bravado will be platinum for the greater glory of your 
‘revolution. ' 


"Competitive athletes rub elbows with the privileged and, like the 
country's wealthy, enjoy the benefits of commissaries, transportation 

in government vehicles, trips abroad, luxury hospitals and the exclusive 
use of the country's athletic facilities. 


"They are selected barely out of the cradle to be athletes and so 
that other Cubans will not engage in competitive sports. 


"They represent Cuban sports with the same audacity with which you, who 
smoke several aristocratic cigars a day (they cost more than $10 each), 
represent the Cuban smoker, whose ration booklet entitles him to two 
low-quality cigars a month. 


"Like a god, you have changed the date of the Mardi Gras because you 
did not care for it. It is no longer on the eve of Lent but in mid- 
summer . 


"Your birthday is an ‘obligatorily voluntary’ celebration at all barracks, 
factories, shops, schools and universities. In every corner of the 
island people sing the proletarian version of ‘Happy Birthday. ' 











"Unbeatable elections in which the Cuban people, most of the time 
unanimously, vote for you, your union or your ‘institutions.’ A 

100 percent routine in a country 99.97 percent of which is a disaster 
and 99 percent are your inferiors, unknowns. 


"And yet for several hours in Havana 14,000 people voted with their 
feet when they sought refuge in the Peruvian Embassy, taking advantage 
of your having removed the personnel guarding it. 


"By holing themselves up in the embassy, they revealed what they were 
never able to express on their ballots." 


Press Praises Prisons 


"While LE MONDE states that 'the regime endures amid a sea of difficulties,' 
life in Cuba bears no similarity to the lies that are spouted on television. 


"Cuban convicts have constructed so many monumental projects, as the 

Cuban press, the only press on the island, has informed us, that they could 
only have been built if there were at least as many prisoners as official 
figures indicate. You have blown the whistle on yourselves. 


"BOHEMIA reports: ‘In the province of Havana, prisoners built 3 secondary 
schools, set up 135 dairy farms and 6 livestock centers and constructed 
344 housing projects as well as other projects. In Pinar del Rio 

they were building 48 housing units and 8 secondary schools, in addition 
to working on a prefabricated materials plant, 2 carpentry shops and 

4 government establishments. In the province of Camaguey they completed 
28 dairy farms, 24 housing units and a secondary school...in addition 

to doing farm work, during the sugar harvest specifically, in all 
provinces...' 


"You have divided the detention centers among open fronts, jails and 
concentration camps. 


"I have before me the endless list, which you know better than I, 
of prisons and concentration camps on the Gulag archipelago into which 
you have turned the island. 


"All of the prisoners whom I have known, from the Marxist Pierre Golendorf 
to the devout Armando Valladares, confirm the account." 


Everyone Branded CIA Agent 


We can gather from Arrabal's letter to Castro that a dissident who 
criticizes the system even slightly is, if he is a teenager or youngster, 
declared an “ideological diversionist" and locked up in a concentration 
camp; if he is a Cuban adult, he is sent to a jail or camp; if he 

is a foreigner, he is automatically given the hackneyed label "CIA 
agent." 
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Among the latter are Jean-Paul Sartre (because he called for the release 
of Heberto Padilla), Padilla himself, Rene Dumont, Pierre Golendorf, 
Armando Valladares, Claude Roy, Eugene lIonesco, Mario Vargas Llosa, 

Pier Paolo Pasolini, Jorge Luis Borges, Susan Sontag, Julian Gorkin, 
Camilo Jose Cela and dozens more. 


"Your jails are so many and varied," Arrabal says, “that no corner 
of Cuba is without one of your dungeons." 


"There isa long list of correctional centers just for women, with 

such evocative names as the "New Dawn" concentration camp, "The Three 
Palms" prison, the "Virgin of Regla" concentration camp, the "Siboney" 
jail and the "Single Palm" concentration camp. 


"Cuba's army today is 10 times larger than any it has had since independence. 
It is the ninth largest in the world and, in proportion to the island's 
population, the largest in the world. 


"If the size of Cuba's army astonishes the world, the size of its 
police force cannot but astound it. One would say that you believe 
that only huge repressive parts can make up a great totalitarian whole. 


"It is quite something to have more policemen than Spain or France, 
countries to which destiny has given a population three and five times 
greater than yours. 


"The Cuban army is enormous, its police force is extensive, but your 
retinue assures your peerlessness. No leader this century has had 

or has such a large personal guard: 2,400 policemen in 3 groups assure 
your security in three 8-hour shifts. Neither Brezhnev nor Andropov, 
nor Bokassa nor Enver Hoxha has equaled you." 


These are just brief excerpts of the accusations that Fernando Arrabal 
levels at the Cuban president in his book "1984: Letter to Fidel Castro," 
which Diana publishing will be putting out shortly and which points 

up the painful irony of the gigantic sign at Havana airport that reads: 
"Cuba, Free Territory in the Americas." 


8743 
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JAMAICA 


MANLEY CALL FOR NEW ELECTIONS IS REJECTED BY SEAGA 
Address to PNP Conference 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 21 Sep 84 pp 1, 3 


[Text ] 





HE PRESIDENT OF the People’s Na- 

tional Party, Mr. Michael: Manley, has 
repeated his call that the Prime Minister, the 
Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga, call elections now. 


Declaring open the 46th 
annual oinieieats of the Par- 
ty, the theme of which is 
“Flections Now”, at the Na- 
tional Arena on Wednesday 
night, Mr. Manley said: 


“When one thinks of the con- 
dition in which our country finds 
itself and when one thinks of the 
absolutely gross immorality of 
the Government that we have, a 
Government that does not have a 
shred of moral authority either in 


the circumstance of its birth or 


the nature of its life, as that 
private citizen and on your be- 
half, 1 say to Seaga: If you care 
one shred for Jamaica then pre- 
pare the minuie the ID cards are 
ready to call elections now.” 


Mr. Manley told the conference 
delegates that it was their duty to 
assess the work of the P.N.P. with 
mtegrity and vigour because the Par- 
ty was going to be faced with the 
greatest challenge m its entire histo- 
ry. 


“Our Party is going to have a 
mastive responsibility to — 
leadership of strength and dedication 
to national purpose,” he declared, as 
he urged the delegates to discuss the 


evolving. polincal and cconomic 
stratcgy of the Party and to also 
learn trom what he described as “the 
gross errors” of the last four years. 


He said that they should be capa- 
ble of understanding the challenge 
and it was in this context that he was 
calling for elections now. 


Mr. Manley also spoke about 
violence in the society. He said that 
all attempts to mobilise the Jamaican 
pcople to deal with the economic 
crisis would come to nothing if the 
country did not come to grips with 
the kind of violence typical in the 
killing of the Lue family. 

The Parny president said he was 
“profoundly shocked” at the unbelie- 
vable brutality in the slaying of the 
Lue family, noting that hardly any- 
one viewed this violence in isolation 
of such incidents as the Rema events 
which together had resulted in more 
than 300 murders this year. 


He said the upsurge of violence in 
Arnett Gardens, a P.N.P. strong- 


' hold, was related to the Rema events 


| 
‘ 


in May, adding thar there had been 
an attempt to implicate Arnett Gar- 
dens in propaganda. 


pursuing residents who had taken 
refuge in Arnett Gardens. 


Everyone knew thar the “top-ran- 
kings” were still free and no one was 
allowed to touch them, Mr. Manley 
said, promising again that one day he 
would order a ful enquiry into what- 
ever happened. 


Ten days ago the Denham Town 
Police station was put under siege, 
the telephone lines had been cut and 
men openly brandished guns in the 
are. he said, noting that it was 
hardly any surprise when political 
authority provided absolute sanct- 
uary to “these men” as they owed 
political allegiance. 


It was true, Mr. Manley said, that 


he was a private citizen and did not 


have legal status of being called 


' Leader of the Opposition since De- 


Mr. Manley said he had tried to | 
warn Jamaica that what happened in. | 


Rema was not going to end there; as 
at this time a sort of private army of 
gunmen from Tivoli and Rema were 
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cember, “but I believe | speak as the 
leader of the political party that has 
overwelming majority support of Ja- 
maica today...On behalf of that ma- 
jority, | warn that the Government 
do something about Tivoli and Re- 
ma. 


Both communities should be cor- 
doned off and a search carried our 
for the guns, he said. 


Guest speaker for the evening the 
Rev. Oliver Daley, Pastor of the 








Webster Memorial Church, likened Jamaica to a 
wilderness in which the people were expenencing 
difficulty, hardships and crisis. 

There was a necd for a pioncering spint of 
leadership with wisdom and creativity because of 
the uncharted course of the wilderness, he said. 

“You also have to deal with hostile forces in the 
wilderness; some can be anticipated and managed 
and some can’t. You also: have to have leaders who 
can fecl with you, struggle and live with you,” he 
told his audience. 

He recounted that the wilderness experience 
started from the time of Christopher Columbus to 
now, adding that there were those who sought to 
have the economic wilderness continue in the event 
of any economic opportunity and evolution. 

Leaders from Sam Sharpe, Norman Manley, 
Bustamante, to Seaga and Manley had offered 
leadership but despite their combined efforts the 
country was still in the wilderness, he said. 

“Ir’s not desirable :o remain in the wilderness; 
we will one day have to come out... it must ceas¢ 
being a dream and become a realy. To come out 


responsible society, 

recognised for his dignity, 

declared. 
The Rev. 


worth and valuc,” he 


Daley called for the creation of a 


participatory socicty in the vein of the World 
Council of Churches theme, stating that there was 
a need also for the creation of an economic 
democracy while there was talk of a political 
democracy. | 

Sensitivity was also necded coupled with a desire 
to carry everyone along in the wilderness. He spoke 
of a temptation to distort reality in the wilderness, 
fostcring illusions, pipe dreams and papering the 
cracks; but he warned that this attitude would 
cause people to commit acts of savagery as in the 
case of the Lue family. 

“We must never lose hope in the wilderness... 
have faith in the country, have a sense of steward- 
ship, for God will let leadership rise to establish his 
goals,” the Rev. Daley said. 


Party Chairman, Mr. P.J. Patterson, gave the 
opening remarks in which he said all around there 
were signs of total collapse and decay in such areas 
as health, education, utility, construction, Local 
Government, a minority section of the Security 


a scamey. Fos a | 
of the wilderness means we're secking to create a | orces and the economy as a whole. 


one in which each man 1s | 


“Seaga speaks in Rome of ‘Democracy and 
Religion’; we want him to recognise here ‘Democ- 
racy and Elections,” he said. 


Seaga Remarks in Toronto 


[Text] TORONTO, Sept. 19 (JIS) 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Sep 84 p 1 


TS WILL be no early general elections in Jamaica Prime 
i Minister Edward Seaga said here today. 


“The next general elections will be at the latest January 10, 1989,” the Prime Minister said. 


Prime Minister Seaga said the General 


Elections of last December had given his 


administration another five years to continue trying to remedy the economic and social ills of 
Jamaica inherited from the 70s, “and to put the country back on the road to recovery.” 


Prime Minister Seaga made the announcement 
this evening to members of the local Jamaican 
community, at a reception hosted by him and his 
wife, at the Royal York Hotel. He is here to attend 
meetings of the Commonwealth Finance Ministers, 
a prelude to meetings of the International Monc- 
tary Fund and World Bank in Washington next 
week. 

Mr. Seaga also gav~ his impression of why the 
People’s National Party did not contest the Decem- 
ber 1983 polls. 

“The reason the PNP did not contest the 
General Elections was because they were not 
ready,” the Prime Minister declared. “They ad- 
mitted in a published document that they did not 
have any organization. They were caught napping. 
They had spent the first three years not doing their 
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homewc sk, and not putting 


themselves back to- 
flat-footed, and they 


” 


gether. They were caught 
were not able to participate. 

Prime Minister Seaga said that if the PNP had 
contested the last General Elections “they wou'd 
have won a few morc seats in Parliament. But, they 
would have got a beating. They wanted at all costs 
to avoid that because it would lock them into five 
more years without any question oF excuse,” the 
Prime Minister said. 

At any rate, the Prime Minister said, the claim 
by the PNP at that ume was that a new General 
Election should have awaited the preparation and 
distribution of the voters’ list aa indentification 
cards which, it was claimed, would have been ready 
in two months’ ume. 


CSO: 


3298/020 


‘me Minister Scaga went on: “Well, it now 
mut that the voters” list and ID cards have just 
completed, and the distribution is not ex- 
cisd to be completed until December, that is, 

* oar after the last General Elections, all of 

hive gts to establish that the Government's 
desire oc "ld elections last December for reasons 
known, csuld not have been made to wait onc 
i 

Prime Minister Seaga said that in his Govern- 
ment’s quest to bring economic stability back to 
Jamaica, two gaps would have to be closed: “Onc is 
the extent to which we have to borrow, in order to 
finance our budgetary outlay, and the second is the 
extent to which we also have to borrow, to provide 
foreign exchange,” the Prime Minister said. 

“We have undertaken to both cut back on 
expenditure, and to increase earnings. We've had to 
say to the country that there is no gain without 

ain. We’re halfway through our programme now. 
Irs acknowledged that what we have undertaken is 
a very stiff task.” 

The Prime Minister explained that although 
there had been some criticism of this government's 
austerity measure, “a great number of people realise 
there isn’t an alternative to the restructuring pro- 
gramme, regardless of which government is in 
power, given the fact of what happened in the ’70s, 
when we lost eight years of growth in production 
and suffered eight years of negative growth carrying 
out the alternatives of the PNP government at that 
time.” 

Prime Minister Seaga continued: “In the final 
analysis, it comes down to who is better able to 
raise money to hold the country together while the 
restructuring of the economy takes place, and to 
carn revenue and foreign exchange in order to 
correct the problems of the past.” 

Prime Minister Seaga referred to that period as 
“being recorded as the worst performance in 
Jamaica’s history.” 

The Prime Minister said: “Turning it around in 
the middle of the worst recession in 50 years is a 
tough job, but one which we or any government of 
the day has to do, no matter if it hurts. It is the 
only way to bring back sanity and prosperity to 
Jamaica. Any further postponement is a continua- 
tion of the madness d de past years.” 
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VOTER REGISTRATION LISTS NOW COMPLETE, SHOW DECLINE 


35,000-Drop in Voters 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Sep 84 pp 1, 3 


[Text ] 


The final voters’ list from the current voter 
registration drive shows a decrease of 35,000 
voters or 3.6 per cent conipared to the 1980 
list, the Minister responsible for electoral 
matters, the Hon. Bruce Golding. told the 
House of Representatives on Tuesday. 

Mr. Golding in a progress report to the House 
said that the final list contained 955,490 electors. 
The previous list which was used in the 1980 
General Elections contained 990,417 electors. The 
new lists, therefore, represent a decrease of approx- 
imately 35,000 or 3.6 per cent. 

He said that the lists have now been published 
and Copies are being distributed to both mayor 
political parties. Copies of those lists will also be 
available for inspection by the general public at the 
office of the Returning Officer in cach constituency 
as well as Post Offices throughout the island, to 
facilitate persons who wish to verity that their 
names are included. 

Preparations have now been made for the 
distribution of identification cards to commence on 
Saturday, September 29. Distributors have already 
been selected and are undergoing training. The list 
of scrutineers from the political parties are to be 
submitted to the respective Returning Officers. by 
this Saturday. 

Mr. Golding said that cach distributor and 
scrutineer will be required to wear the appropriate 
badge issued by the Electoral Office. They have 
been instructed to issue identification cards only to 
persons whose name and photograph appear on the 
card. On no account should identification cards be 
received by anyone on behalf of the person to 
whom the card belongs. 

Each elector (voter) will be required to surren 
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der his certificate of enumeration which was tssucd 
during the enumeration exercise m exchange tor hry 
identification card. 

Hf an clector 1s unable to produce his certifi ate 
of enumeration, he will be required to complete an 
application form which wall be submitted to the 


Returning Officer. 
- Each distributor will carry a distribution fist 
getting out the name, address, occupation an 

registration number of every voter in the polling 
Yivision to whom an identification card ts to be 
sssued. 

- ach scrutinecr will have the right to object to 
the issue of an identification card to any person, ! 
that scrutineer suspects that the person to whom 
the card is being issued is not the person whose 
fame appears on the voters list or if, for some 
pther reason, the scrutineer feels that the issue of 
the card is contrary to law, regulation or proce- 
dure. 
> Mr. Golding said that tt was difficult at this 
étage to state precisely how long the distribution 


would take. This would depend on the extent to 
which persons were not at home when the distribu- 
tor calls and the extent of call-backs which would 
have to be made. 

It would also depend on the numbers of persons 
who may not be able to find their certificates of 
enumeration or who may have removed and will 
therefore have to attend on the Returning Officer 
to receive their identification cards. 

The process could slow down significantly if the' 
distributor has to wait for long periods while 
members of the household ondine a search to 
locate their certificates, Mr.Golding said. 

He said that every effort would be made to 
complete the final exercise as quickly as possible, 
but the concerted co-operation of the public would 
go a far way in minimizing delays. 








Voter ID Cards 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Sep 84 ppl, 3 


[Excerpt] The Houseof Representatives yesterday heard a progress report on the 
preparation of new voters lists and the issue of identification cards, passed 
Bills repealing the Public Utilities Protection Act and the Telephone Act, and 
approved the withdrawal of $77 million from the Capital Development Fund. 


The Minister of Labour and Leader of the House, the Hon. J.A.G. Smith also made 
a statement on the strike threat by supervisors at Port Bustamante who are 
seeking pay increases. 


The Minister of Construction, the Hon. Bruce Golding, told the House that pre- 
parations have now been made for the distribution of voter identification cards 
to commence on Saturday, September 29, 


He said that distributors had already been selected and training sessions 
which were already underway would continue into next week. Representatives 
of the two major political parties were expected to appoint scrutineers to 
accompany the distributors, and the list of scrutineers from both parties 
should be submitted to respective Returning Officers by Saturday. 


The voters lists have now been completed and published and copies are being 
distributed to both major parties. Copies will also be available for inspec- 
tion by the public at the offices of the Returning Officers in each constitu- 
ency as well as at Post Offices throughout the island, to facilitate persons 
who wish to verify that their names are included. 


CSO: 3298/020 
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MINISTER CHARLES WARNS MANLEY AGAINST ‘STREET ACTION’ 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 15 Sep 84 p 2 


[Excerpt ] 


CSO: 


3298/020 


Strong warning that 
the Jamaica Labour Par- 
vy would mobilise its 
orces to defend the 
Government in the event 
of any street action by 
Mr. Michael Manley, a 
“private citizen” came 
from the Minister of 
Public Utilities and 
Transport, the Hon. 
Pearnel Charles on 
Thursday night. 

He said that unlike 
another situation where 
the Government and the 
Party were inseparable, 
the JLP was not in this 
position. But if the Gov- 
ernment of the day was 
threatened, supporters 
would act to defend it. 

Mr. Manley who was 
merely a private citizen 
was going to pressure 
the Government next 
month when the ID 
cards would have been 
distributed to hold elec- 
tions, said Mr. Charles, 
predicting that if the ad- 
ministration did not 
bow, Manley would 
lead people on_ the 
streets to “loot and burn 
down.” 

Making these re- 
marks as he spoke on 
the public utilities at a 
forum put on by the 
Fargharhson Institute of 
Public Affairs, Hillcrest 
Road, St. Andrew, Mr. 
Charles questioned Mr. 
Manley’s legitimacy to 
call elections for next 
month when the ID 
cards would have been 
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distributed. 

Unlike the PNP, the 
JLP and the Government 
were not the same but if 
the people were led on 
the streets by a private 
citizen, then the Party 
would have to mobilise 


to defend the Govern- 


ment, he said. 

He criticised what he 
said was the attitude of 
certain sections of the 
middle class who alleg- 
edly were circulating dis- 
tasteful pamphlets about 
the Prime Minister. 

They had forgotten 
that the country had 
been rescued in 1980 
and every ffort was be- 
ing made to improve the 
conditions of life of-the 
ope “but we need a 
ittle support.” ; 

An august body such 
as the Institute should 
understand that “we are 
under severe pressure”; 
instead, the Government 
only got criticisms and 
not support against in- 
discipline. 

ery shortly, Mr. 
Charles hinted, his stew- 
ardship would be up for 
review as he was only a 
temporary worker: how- 
ever, he said t’' e 
who were calling for 
elections should know 
that the Government 
had four more years to 
rule. 


He praised himself as 
a hard worker, saying 
that he would like to be 
adjudged on that basis. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNDER FISCAL PRESSURE FROM KINGSTON 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 13 Sep 84 pp 1, 3 


[Text] 


CSO: 


A row is building up in Local 
Government where the Minister, the 


Hon. Neville Lewis, is making an_ 
effort to bring the operations of the | 


Parish Councils into line with Cen- 
tral Government policy. 

With the present economic stri- 
gency prevailing in the country, the 
Government had embarked on a 
policy of cuting down on expendi- 


ture where possible and reducing | 
staff where this can be done. This | 
/tions at the K.S.A.C. had reached 


policy is being applied to Local 
Government by the Minister. 

Latest development in the issue 
was the directive sent by the Minister 
this week to the Kingston and St. 
Andrew Corporation, instructing that 
the garbage-collection system be 
passed over to private enterprise and 
that some of the markets be also 
leased to private operators. 

This directive was not well re- 
ceived by the K.S.A.C. Council, 
which passed a resolution at its meet- 
ing on Tuesday resenting the Min- 
ister’s call and calling in turn for his 
resignation. 

Councillor Marjorie Taylor 
(P.N.P.) moved the resolution which 
expressed lack of confidence in the 
Minister. However, it did not receive 
unanimous support from the Coun- 
cil. All 15 P.N.P. Councillors present 
voted for the resolution, but eight 
J.L.P. Councillors voted against it. 
Two other J.L.P. Councillors, includ- 
ing the Mayor, Councillor Colleen 
Yap, abstained. 


3298/021 


Total membership of the Council, out justification; but in a democracy 


which is J.L.P.-dominated, 43. 


the motion. Those in favour accused 
ithe Minister of taking an opposition- 
ist stance against the Council, while 
those in favour of the motion said the 
| Minister was only trying to put things 
right. 
On her part, the Mayor said condi- 


Crisis proportions, but she could not 
support the resolution as all was not 
well with the Public Cleansing De- 
partment. ~ 





An effort by the Gleaner to get a 
reaction from the Minister to the 
Council’s call for his resignation met 





with no success. The Ministry said 


that Mr. Lewis was ill and out of 7 


office and the Permanent Secretary, 
Mr. Edward Miller, was not available 
for comment. 


However, one reaction came from 
the Mayor of Black River, Councillor 
Eric Foster. In a statement which he 
issued on Monday, following news 


reports of the K.S.A.C. Council’s call, 


he criticised the Council on its action. 


Mayor Foster said in_ the 
statement: “It has become fashionable 
for calls to be made on various Min- 
isters of Government to resign, with- 
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Views for and against the Min- 
ister were voiced in the debate on 





even a person mentally deranged is 
allowed this privilege. 


“Of the 13 Councils, only the 
K.S.A.C. seems to be having a prob- 
lem with the Minister’s efforts to 
upgrade the services of the Councils 
under the most severe economic pres- 
sure. 


“All the other Councils are appre- 
ciative and understand the efforts 
being made by the Minister, and | feel 
sure that the K.S.A.C. will receive no 
support from any Council in their 
demand for his resignation.” | 


In another development, the Busta- 
mante Industrial Trade Union, 
through its vice-president, Mr. Las- 
celles Beckford, has written to Mayor 
Yap calling for an emergency meeting 
to discuss the position of K.S.A.C. 
employees in the Public Cleansing 
Department and in the markets, in the 
light of the Ministry directive. 


The union, which represents a 
large percentage of the workers in- 
volved, has expressed surprise that it 
has not been consulted in the issue, 
which might involve making certain 
workers redundant. 





PNP'S PATTERSON SEES ‘DANGEROUS DRIFT’ IN AREA DISUNITY 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1/7 Sep 84 p 8 


[Text ] 


The People’s National Party has 
blamed Jamaica’s present economic 
— on “an unjust and inequita- 

le international economic system 
which we had no hand or voice in 
formulating.” 


Addressing the 6th Caribbean In- 
surance Conference at the Confer- 
ence Centre, downtown Kingston on 
Tuesday afternoon, the party chair- 
man and former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Mr. P. }. Patterson noted that 
it was this realization that made his 
party, and government of the 70s so 
— to the concept of region- 
alism. ‘ 


It was against this background 
that Mr. Patterson came out hard 
against what he described as the 
present government's “drift towards 
national disintegration by the process 
of secession rather than the union of 
islands with a view of enlarging 
regional unity.” 

Obseving that the economic cnsis 
of the 70s .was tied up with the 
tendency to concentrate on solutions 
of national problems by purely inter- 
nal mechanisms rather than through 
a regional approach, Mr. Patterson 
spelled c.* what he said was the 
pattern of the "80s. 

The pattern was a growing impa- 
tience with the concept of cles 
cal pluralism; “the intrusion of exter- 
nal factors derived to fracture the 
unity of the Caribbean.” The deterio- 
ration of the economic conditions in 
the Crribbean also created strains on 
CARICOM, forcing a reduction in 
CARICOM trade levels, an imposi- 
tion of rules of origin, and “protec- 
tionist measures without consulta- 
tion, devaluations without 
consultation.” 

The University of the West Indies 


he added was also “in danger of 


disintegration.” 

Turing to the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative, Mr. Patterson warned Ja- 
maica aginst viewing this. as a “pana- 
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cea ...it is a mistake to see it as 
such... On no account is it a substi- 
tute or can it divert us from harnes- 
sing the economic resources of the 
region, by the people of the region 
for the benefit of the peope of the 
region.” 

bia Po oan “- Be 
on to elaborate on his party’ t 
towards CARICOM. Fhis included 
he said, the placing of CARICOM 
responsibility at the highest -level. 
The importance of regional market 
as the base for the stimulation of 
production and the supply of goods 
and - would also be em- 
phasized. : 

“Adequate processes of consulta- 
tion will be established and informa- 
tion shared on major policy initia- 
tives, especially those which could 
impact adversely on Caricom part- 
ners. 

Mr. Patterson then raised ques- 
— about certain regional projects 
the ious gvernment was givi 
poe + sehr to. Nothing, he, 
had been heard of the regional food 
= to combine the fertilizers of 

rinidad and Tobago, with the vast 
land space of Belize and-Guyana, and 
the expertise of Jamaica to enable 
the Cnbbean region “to develop the 
capacity to fund ourselves. fs the 
concept of a regional smelter dead?... 
is there no hope of a national air 


transport system which might lead to 


a regional holding company or even 
a regional air rm Be 

Before recommending « several 
“practical measures” to strengthen 
Caricom, Mr. Patterson highlighted 
some ‘of the reasons for the tran- 
sition - from CARIFTA to CARI- 
COM. Although Carifea introduced 


the notion of free trade he noted, it 


did not go far enough. 
Some of the limitations included 


the fact that there was no common 


extemal tariff, and no common pro- 
tective policy. The Caribbean Com- 
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mmunity on the hand represented a 
historic attempt at introducing re- 
gional trading policies by establishing 
common principles governing: com- 
mon external tariff, protective poli- 
cies, the harmonization of fiscal in- 
centives, cooperation in monetary 


issues and exchange rates matters,- 


the ratonalization of agricultural ac- 
tivities, and natural resource exploi- 
tation, among others. 

He noted that CARICOM was 
not a form of federation, but rather 
a vehicle for political cooperation 
and economic integration which did 


_ fot require compromise on sovereig- 
: Nity. 


As a practical measure to to assit 


the region through the CARICOM. 


Mr. Patterson suggested the estab- 
lishment of machinery to deal with 
the settlement of intra CARICOM 
disputes, for example CARICOM 
Commissioners; the establishment of 
a greater Caricom presence in mem- 
ber states; and the identification of 
one Or two major strategic areas for 
joint external action. 
Elaborating, Mr. Patterson identi- 
fied joint trade agreements with the 
Andean Pact, the Socialist Bloc, and 
Japan. : 
“It would be an effective vehicle 
for collaboration rather than a 
source of constant suspician and 
friction. The Lome experience shows 
us the benefit of working together.” 
He called for the speedy reactiva- 
tion of the nuliancrel 
ty - the mechanism through: which 
trade would normally be settled but 
which was suspended because of the 
insufficiency of funds to clear accu- 
mulated liabilities. The absence of 


‘this facility he argued, “jeopardises 


the entire a process in respect 
of regional trade, and by extrusion 
production and employment.” , 

Mr. Patterson also recommended 
that counter-trade arangement 
whereby two countries buy each 
other’s merchandise in such a way as 


“were: to € 


clearing facili-° 


to maintain equilibrum in their trad- 
ing positions be re-examined “with a 
view of minimising the high depen- 
dence on hard currency.” While 
stating that this measure could be 
effective in the short run, he warned 
however that in the long run “its 
consequences are omnious if used as. 
a substitute for more fundamental 
changes within the superstructure.” — 
¢ suggestedthe estabilshment of 
a common Caribbean currency based 
on a ‘weighted bread basket’ syst 
denominated by an intra-regional 
commodities index. This mechanism 
he noted, “would not only introduce 
a greater degree of stability in re- 
onl commodities price movements 
t would reduce the need to curtail 
trading because of the lack of con- 
vertible currency.” 
Turning to the Canbbean insur- 
ance movement, Mr. Patterson de- 
scribed it as having ‘potential “for 
fostering regional integration 
through its effective performance 
and enormous sense of commit- 
ment.” He expressed pleasure at the 
efforts being made to grapple with 
the. problem of reinsurarice, a prob- 
lem Mr. Patterson described as “one 
of the most vexing issues in the 
insurance business as far as regional 
governments are concerned.” — ° 
This was so because according to 
Mr. Patterson, it represented a major 
source of foreign exchange leakage 
to the various Caribbean countries. 
The solutions he recommended 
to dite the process of 
establishing the regional reinsurance 
facility; governmets incentives; har- 
monize ules of operation;lendi 
for regional projects; an 
sponsorship and promotion of Ca- 
ribbean scholarship and research in 
this area. ; | 
In closing Mr. Patterson made a 


challenge for the Caribbean to estab- 


lish its own identity. “The real chal- 
lenge which faces the Caribbean,” he 
observed, “is whether we have the 
Capacity to devise our;own solutions 
and the will to chart our own desti- 
ny. i 
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CONCERN OVER CRIME, VIOLENCE SPARKS GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC MOVES 
Shake-Up in Police Force 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Sep 84 pp l, 3 


[Text] A legal team is studying the regulations of the 
Police Force with a view to providing "fair, but swift 
and stringent sanctions" against indisciplined members of 
the Force. 


This new move was disclosed by the acting Commissioner of Police, Mr Herman 
Ricketts, in a statement to the GLEANER Wednesday, in which he referred to 

the "level of public concern regarding discipline and matters affecting the 
Police," and the initiatives which have been taken to deal with these matters. 


The acting Commissioner explained that several meetings have been held with 
the Police Service Commission, the Police High Command, and at Ministerial 
level and that a number of strategies to deal with the "“indisciplined minor- 
ity" in the Force have been agreed on. 


Mr Ricketts' statement follows a declaration by Police Commissioner Joe 
Williams in the latest issue of THE POLICE MIRROR in which the Commissioner 
declared that the trend of criminal activities involving policemen "must stop 
now" and that he had placed himself in charge of the Selection Board which 
deals with the interviewing of applicants wishing to enter the Force. 


Acting Commissioner Ricketts’ statement said that among the matters being 
examined were: 


--An assessment of the five-year re-enlistment procedures. 
--Improved coordination between constitutional authorities. 
--Measures to expose and thoroughly investigate complaints against the Police. 


-~More stringent recruiting procedures. 
~-Improved calibre of instructors and closer supervision by senior members of 


the Force, and-- 
--The role of the Police Federation inthe area of discipline and good conduct 


of members of the Force. 
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The statement went on to say: "Under the Constabulary Force Act, subofficers 
and constables are enlisted for a term of five years and this may be extended 
for a further enlistment at the expiration of the first term and so on. Over 
the years, terms of enlistment have become almost automatic and the procedures 
have been taken lightly by subofficers and men as well as their Divisional 
Officers. 


However, the procedure which is now instituted requires among other things 
very detailed reports to the Commissioner of Police From Divisional, Area and 
Branch Officers touching on general suitability, knowledge of police work and 
interest in the Force. Civil suits or other charges brought against appli- 
cants for entry into the force, as well as any act or conduct which in the 
opinion of reporting officers are contrary to the good order and discipline of 
the Force. Instructions and assurances have now been given that matters 
involving the Police, which become the subject of investigation, will be 
considered at all stages, and will be accorded priority treatment by the 
Police High Command, the Law Officers of the Crown and the Police Service 
Commission, the statement added. 


The acting Police Commissioner's statement also said that steps would be taken 
to weed out miscreants "and not to cover up or shield them in any way whatso- 
ever during the course of investigation," and he appealed to the public con- 
cerned about excesses by the Police to complain to the Complaints Division at 
79 Duke Street, Kingston. 


"We are confident that with a legal team studying the regulations governing 
the Police Force with a view to the incorporation of fair but stringent sanc- 
tions and with regular meetings among the Police High Command, the Police 
Service Commission and at ministerial level, the indisciplined minority will 

be exposed and dealt with swiftly, as we will all feel much better with a 
small disciplined and effective Force than a large one which is counter produc- 
tive," the acting Commissioner's statement ended. 


The following is the statement of Commissioner Williams as it appeared in THE 
POLICE MIRROR: 


"I have noted with deepening concern an unprecedented and alarming situation, 
whereby policemen in increasing numbers are finding themselves before the 
courts on various criminal charges. 


"Indeed these occurrences must now be of great public concern. Something must 
be dreadfully wrong when among those who have been appointed to enforce the 
law, there exist a few who are themselves breaking the law, sometimes using 
to carry out their illegal acts, the very authority with which they are vested. 


"Now I wish to state emphatically that if this is a trend emerging in the 
Force it is going to stop! AND RIGHT NOW!! [I will not, as the head of this 
organisation with its great tradition of public trust and respect, see it 
ravaged in the eyes of the public, and stripped of its credibility by a dis- 
honourable minority, some caught up in the ‘get-rich-quick’ syndrome, others 
just plain brutal and of a type and character that should not have been in 
the Force in the first place. 
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"And as I speak of those who ought not to have been in the Force, let me 
describe one of the very stringent methods we have adopted recently as a mea- 
sure to carefully screen applicants for the Constabulary. 


"T have personally put myself in charge of the Selection Board, which deals 
with the interviewing of applicants. Of the other officers who assist me, 
none are below the rank of Assistant Commissioner. 


"Since the putting in place of this system I am happy to report that there 
has been improvement in the quality of recruits. Of the 105 recruits so far 
who have passed through this new screening method, my careful monitoring of 
this pioneer group has so far shown that there have been no drop-outs. 


"Another thing that I think we need to look into is the period of training. 
Several years ago the period of recruit training was increased from 21 weeks 
to 26 weeks. But yet we may need to again extend this period to facilitate 
an extended curriculum where the instructors can have more time with recruits 
to produce the temperate, rounded policemen we so sorely need. 


"Tt has been my observation that much of the troubles in the Force began in 
the period 1972 to 1982, as compared to the period 1962 to 1972, when police- 
men were less prone to becoming involved in corrupt and unlawful dealings. 


"Whatever may be the social causes, the dignity, respect and honour that belong 
to the office of constable, that recently seem to be slipping away are going 
to be restored to this Force. 


"T wish to give members of the public my deepest assurances that our "house- 
cleaning" programme has now been intensified, and those in the Force who are 
going wrong will be exposed and weeded out, and those of the wrong type who 
are attempting to get in, will be barred by our stringent measures of screening. 


"The Force has the machinery to deal with these malpractices, that are 


sullying the good name of the Constabulary, and it will be soon that the dis- 
honest and corrupt among us will be removed." 
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[Text ] 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in 


[Text ] 


The 


Prime Minister, Re. 


Prime Minister Seaga 
on Tuesday gave what 
he termed a “clear war- 
ning” that tough mea- 
sures would soon be 
introduced to deal with 
vagrants molesting tour- 
ists tM resort areas. 

Mr.Seaga said that 
one of the most fre- 
quent complaints he had 
in letters, which he re- 
ceived three to four 
times a week from visi- 
tors, was that they en- 
yoyed their vacation in 
Jamaica, but reported 
that they were molested 
in the most outrageous 
manner on the beaches, 
and places where they 
expected to be able to 
walk and enjoy the 
sights, by persons trying 
to sell them ganja and 
cocaine. 


Hon. 


Seaga Warning 


Fnglish 14 Sep 84 p 13 


He said that the visi- 
tors have said thar if 
they did not decide to 
buy, they were abused in 
the most vulgar terms. 
All that was being done 
to encourage the growth 
of tourism was being 
obstructed by a “handful 
of men” who were de- 
stroying the country’s 
name and reputation as 
a tourist resort, he said. 


“IT am giving clear 
warning now, that in as 
much as this measure is 
being taken here today 
(the Civil Aviation Act 
amendment), which is 
one of the rough mea- 
sures that | said this 
government would be 
undertaking and which 
we will not flinch from 
because we are not 


New Police Post 


flinching from making 
the right decisions tough 
though they may be; we 
are bringing tough legis- 
lation to deal with va- 
grants who take 
advantage of the fact 
that there is inadequate 
legislation to deal with 
their behaviour in areas 
where people are sup- 
posed to be able to relax 
and not be affected by 
dope pushers.” 


Mr.Seaga said that he 
did not want any one at 
that time to tell him 
about taking strong ac- 
tions against Jamaicans. 
He il te he saw no 
reason why a handful of 
dope pushers should 
chase away the tourists 
who were coming to the 
country. 
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Miles yesterday morning when he 


with others in the arca, robbed and 


tdward Seaga has instructed that a 
Police Post be established wmmedi 
atcly m the Ten Miles area of Bull 
Bay, Se. Andrew. 


This followed an upsurge of vio- 
lence in the acca which resulted in 
the death of Mr. Ephrain Stewart, a 
well known citizen, carly yesterday 
morning. 


A release trom che Jamaica Infor- 
mation Service (JIS) said yesterday 
that the Prime Minister was near Ten 


heard a demonstration by citizens 
protesting against the shooting of 
Mr. Stewart whose home was in- 
vaded by three gunmen. The Prime 
Minister went to the scene and held 
discussions with the residents, and 
summoned the Commissioner of Po- 
lice, Mr. Joe Williams. 


Mr. Seaga mentioned that about 
four weeks ago, Mrs. Joan Webley, 
the Member of Parliament for the 
arca, spoke with him with regards to 


the activities of gunmen who had 
fled Warcika Hill and had teamed up 
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shot citizens. 

After discussions with the citizens, 
Mr. Seaga said that the Police Post 
will be located in the building which 
houses the Post Office, to provide 
better security for the residents. 


The Prime Minister has expressed 
his deep condolence to the family of 
Mr. Stewart. Both Prime Minister 
Seaga and Mrs. Webley will assist 
with the funeral arrangements. 











Council of Churches Statement 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text] A call for the problem of crime and violence in Jamaica to be 
"addressed urgently" by the relevant authorities was made yesterday by the 
Jamaica Council of Churches, in a statement which took note of "the upsurge 
of violence, particularly those involving guns." 


A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Council held yesterday "discussed 
a number of issues relative to the present state of the nation," and recom- 
mended that the following issues be given urgent attention: 


Casino Gambling: "The Prime Minister in a statement on April 10, 1984 stated 
that the Government would not introduce casino gambling on its own; it would 
be left to the people to decide whether Casino Gambling should be introduced. 
Furthermore, the two months period allocated by the Government for the public 
del ate of the issue ended July 1984. 


"the Jamaica Council of Churches therefore calls upon the Government to tell 
the Nation by what process the people will be given the opportunity to decide 
whether or not Casino Gambling should be introduced into Jamaica." 


Crime and Violence: "Mob-violence or lynching seems to become a way of life 
in Jamaica. The Jamaica Council of Churches wishes to remind citizens that 
it is illegal and irresponsible to take the Law in their hands and to execute 
other citizens. This type of reprehensive behaviour helps to aid and abet 
further deterioration of discipline in the society. 


"The upsurge of violence, particularly those involving guns is of grave 
concern to the nation. 


"The authorities need to address themselves to the following concerns: 


(a) Where are the guns coming from? 

(b) Who are bringing the guns into Jamaica? 

(c) Is it a fact that the criminals have more powerful weapons than the 
Police? 


"We wish to express our sympathy to the many families whose loved ones have 
been killed brutally and suddenly in recent times. 


"We hope that the Police will leave no stone unturned in bringing these perpe- 
trators of crime to justice. 


"We congratulate the members of the Jamaica Constabulary Force who have to 
cope, at the risk of their own lives, with the deadly concern, and we assure 
them of our continued support and prayers. 


"On the other hand we are appalled at what seems to be an increasing involve- 
ment in crime and violence by what we would hope is a minority of Policemen. 








All well-thinking Police Officers and citizens must abhor the actions of 
those policemen who commit or sanction crime and violence in the society. 


"In 1979 the Executive of the Jamaica Council of Churches offered the 
Jamaica Constabulary Force to assist in the training of recruits to the 
Jamaica Constabulary Force in the following areas: 


(a) Sociology Public Relations; (c) Psychology. 


"By September 1980 a curriculum and list of 11 volunteered lecturers were 
agreed to by the Jamaica Council of Churches and the Training Division of 
the Jamaica Constabulary Force. However, to date the offer has not been 
taken up by the Jamaica Constabulary Force. 


"The Jamaica Council of Churches therefore wishes to renew its offer to the 
Jamaica Constabulary Force, in light of the present deterioration of disci- 
pline within the Force." 


Appointment of Scrutineers: "We wish to affirm the legislation of the 
Government which makes it possible for the democratic process to visibly 


continue by aliowing at least one other political party to appoint scrutineers 
for the distribution of Electoral Identification Cards." 


CSO: 3298/021 
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JAMAICA 


GOVERNMENT ACTION ON DRUGS BRINGS MIXED RECEPTION 
Public Reaction 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 13 Sep 84 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpts] The decision by the Government to collect some $117 million in 
taxes from 28 Jamaicans accused of being engaged in the trafficking of nar- 
cotics evoked mixed reaction from a cross section of citizens interviewed 
by the GLEANER yesterday. 


A woman said she supported the move by the P.M. whole-heartedly and urged 
Mr Seaga to call names. "I am all for it, but why don't they release the 
names of those involved?" she asked. 


Critical comments were received from an officer in a Government institution, 
who said: "It's a bad move by the Government. It is giving signals to the 
people that they can go into the ganja trade as long as the Government gets 
its share. People will not mind having to pay enormous sums of money to the 
tax man if they can make even more.” 


A journalist was caustic of the Prime Minister's move. He said: "The Govern- 
ment is morally bankrupt," he said. "It's like asking prostitutes to pay 
taxes. The Government may as well place a fine for nurder as a means of 
increasing its revenues." 


Several policemen interviewed were unanimous in their approval of the deci- 
sion. They expressed the view that it was a good way of discouraging the 
trafficking of ganja. 


The Workers Party of Jamaica in a statement yesterday criticized the Seaga 
aiministration for not going far enough to tackle the problem. "Drug 
-“rafficking, asa serious crime against humanity, especially the young, 
demands to be treated seriously," the W.P.J. said. 


"Tt is inconceivable that a Government concerned about stamping out a trade 
which every patriotic Jamaican, inclucaing members of the ruling Jamaica 
Labour Party, recognizes as a threat to the country and the people, should 
not seize the assets of the offenders and lock them up.’ 
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The GLEANER learnt f ‘om a reliable source that one of the persons who has 
been served a $4-million tax demand was recently refused entry into the 
United States. Unable to go to the United States where he held his money, 
he brought it back to Jamaica. He then began to buy assets "like crazy," 
the GLEANER was told. 


Among these assets were two top-of-the-line Mercedes-Benz motor cars, one for 
himself, the other for his girlfriend. He also made an attempt to acquire an 
entire residential estate in St. Ann. It is not known whether it was this 
spending spree that made the Government suspicious of him as a drug dealer. 


Funding for Rural Development 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Sep 84 p 8 
[Editorial: "Tough Decision on Drugs"] 


[Excerpts] The Prime Minister has announced that the Government has identi- 
fied 28 people who have made millions from drug trafficking, and that income 
tax assessments have been made on 24 of them for $103.61 million. He told 
Parliament on Tuesday that four others are to be assessed $13.6 million, 
making the total from 28, $117.21 million, 


The Prime Minister has staked his political reputation and that of his 
Government on this latest move to live within the terms of the International 
Narcotics Convention of which Jamaica is a signatory. This is as it should 
be. But a further step is necessary, in our view--a commitment that much of 
the tax-take will be devoted to rural development. For like it or not, the 
illegal drug trade has sustained many rural areas. It wouid be only just 
that in stamping out the trade, the proceeds should be used to give alterna- 
tive and legal employment in the development of those areas. 


Seaga Call on PNP 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 15 Sep 84 p 17 


[Text] The Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga has said that if the 
leadership of the PNP did not state clearly their position on the iliegal 
traffic in and abuse of drugs now, he would never allow them to forget it. 


Mr Seaga was speaking in the debate in the House of Representatives on Tues- 
day on the amendments to the Civil Aviation Act, which has imposed heavier 
penalties for the illegal use of the Jamaican skies and airstrips, particu- 
larly by drug traffickers. 


The Prime Minister said: "What we are dealing with here is not a JLP problem 
nor a PNP problem. It is a national problem, and if we who are representing 
the JLP are willing to tackle it as a problem, I sincerely hope that the 
People's National Party will be equally outspoken in tackling the problem as 
well. 











"Let me say that I have seen many a statement emanating from them: There is a 
tendency now to be loquacious, many of them frivolous, some of them premature 
and others of some substance. But, I hope they will give this priority atten- 
tion and tell us where they stand. 


"Because, if they fail to tell us where they stand in no uncertain terms, I 
will tell the country where they stand. Then we can judge who cares for our 
children; who cares for their education; who cares for the tourism trade; 
who cares for agricultural exports; who cares for manufacturing exports; 
who cares whether Air Jamaica is allowed to fly into the United States; who 
cares for our shipping traffic; who cares for national security; and, who 
cares for all the conventions and obligations under the United Nations 
treaties. 


"T warn, let me see them fail in this particular matter and they will never, 
never forget it." 


He said that the trade had evolved from a primitive and occasional state to 

one which now involved more extensive use of illegal airstrips and more sophis- 
ticated methods of trafficking, and had blossomed over the last 10 years into 

a full flow of activities in carrying on the trade. 


"We have seen the most elaborate airstrips constructed, no longer depending 
on the lonely highway as a place of landing; and, only because we have seen 
the entry into the field of not just the little man who grew a small plot, 
who sold it to another little man, who is someone who had a contract and made 
arrangements with a man with a canoe and an outboard motor to make a delivery. 


"The real problems that we face now are problems that have arisen from the 
advent of "big men,' ‘very big men,' in the sense of the earnings that they 
have derived, and these 'big men’ have brought with them sophistication in 
equipment, in technology and in the whole management of this business. 


"We believe that airstrips are a source of the illegal entry into the country 
of all manner of goods: goods that are banned; goods for committing acts of 
violence; animals that are not quarantined and which spread disease in our 
country. They are a source of transport for persons entering and leaving the 
country illegally. We are well aware of some of the instances; wanted men 
suddenly disappear and then there is no trace through normal immigration 
lines. Wanted men who reappear to carry out certain acts and then once 
again disappear." 


Mr Seaga said that the illegal airstrips were a source of exports from the 
country of marijuana, and of imports into the country of cocaine. More and 
more the two went hand in hand, because the introduction of cocaine was not 
just another means of earning, but a further means in the sophistication of 
drug trafficking. 


Mr Seaga said that the use of cocaine was growing in Jamaica as it was now 
being peddled to children. 
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"These drugs--marijuana and cocaine--are major sources of corruption in 
Jamaica, and as major sources of corruption we are obliged to deal with them, 
because corruption permeates to all kinds of areas in our society, and we are 
obliged to deal with them. We are obliged to deal with them, because we are 

a kind of Government that will not flinch from dealing with sources of corrup= 
tion. Therefore illegal airstrips cannot be allowed to continue." 


Mr Seaga said that there were those who felt that the Government was taking 
action because someone else wanted them to do it: 


"I have no doubt that there are others who would like us to do this, but 
there are many good reasons why we must do so regardless of whether others 
would like us to do so or not." 


He said that action had to be taken because there was a threat to exports to 
the United States including Agro 21's and alcoholic exports. He said that 
73% of about 1,226 passengers arrested in Miami on drug charges recently were 
Jamaicans, 


He said that drug traffic could prejudice the most advantageous trading arrange- 
ments that the country has ever had to penetrate the North American market. 

"We cannot allow that to happen. Therefore, marijuana and cocaine...is a 

threat to our agricultural exports; a threat to our manufacturing exports; a 
threat to our air transport; a threat to our sea transport; a threat to our 
security; a threat to our tourist trade; and a threat to our status as a 
beneficiary under the CBI. 


"What in the name of God can there be that ranks higher than that as a 
threat to every productive sector in this country. 


"It is not the problem of a little spliff in a corner; not the problem of 
someone who feels he is just relaxing, although he doesn't realise he is 
becoming impotent. 


Criticism of Government Policy 
Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 16 Sep 84 p 16 
[Article by Franklin McKnight] 


[Text] Do you know who Mr Big is? Yes, the Mr Big celebarated in one radio 
drama some years ago and symbolizing those who have made fortunes out of ganja 
and other narcotic drugs while the little men got caught. Well, the Government 
knows at least 28 of them. But they are not going to prison, ai least not yet, 
for their involvement in what is an illegal act and in an activity that the 
Government says it is committed to wiping out. 


Oh no! The Prime Minister is not calling names. Not that he is afraid of 
calling names in Parliament, mind you. Remember Joseph Burey and the names of 
25 Jamaicans called in Parliament about a year ago for supposedly travelling 
to Cuba, Grenada and the Soviet Union, 
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But does the Government really know who these big wigs of the trade are? 
The Prime Minister leaves no doubt he has. If those who have supplied the 
information were pressed, I am sure they would be able to tell the size of 
the telephone bills that these men pay and what time they went to bed. 


Why Not Call Names? 


If the Government knows so much about these traffickers and dealers and if it 
is committed to wiping out narcotics dealing here why does it not prosecute? 
Why does it not call their names? The Prime Minister does not say. And 

we are left to speculate. We are left to speculate that Government might not 
be able to bring enough evidence to court to get the men convicted and put 
away. But how could this be so when the Government appears to have so much 
information about them and when in the words of the Prime Minister, "We are 
not deaf, dumb and blind anymore in dealing with these matters. There are 
methods by which information is obtained and obtainable which has made us far 
more aware than ever has been the case before as a Government." 


If these methods are there why can't they be used? What type of intelligence 
and security system do we have if evidence can't be brought against those 
identified as leading figures in the drug business of Jamaica so that they 
can be brought to justice and an example made of them, 


Some, in attempting to answer the question "Why not prosecute?" have argued 

that the Government does not have an interest in stamping out the narcotics 

trade here. Rather, it is argued, what the Government wants to do is to get 
its hands on some of the money made. 


To be fair, the Government has made several moves against those involved in 
drugs. In making its intentions clear about fighting the drug trade and 
eradicating marijuana, the Seaga Government is strengthening legislation relat- 
ing to the landing of illegal aircraft; it has attempted to destroy illegal 
airstrips; it has tightened the security at the airports and it has set up 

from early in its tenure of office a bipartisan committee to make recommenda- 
tions about fighting the drug trade. 


Nor should anyone be left in doubt about the financial contribution of 
marijuana to the Jamaican economy. All that may not be clear is the level of 
the contribution. Prime Minister Seaga has said recently that the figure 
needed to be known; and he suggested to the newly inaugurated Statistical 
Institute, weeks ago, that it may consider the task of providing more informa- 
tion about the drug trade. 


But what we know at least is that among a group of less than 30 men so much 
money has been made from narcotic drugs that the men are being asked to pay 
over $100 million in tax. The Prime Miniser has raised the analogy of 

Al Capone, to say that the tax is a way of ending the activity of these men. 
The anaclogy is an ugly one. It reminds one of the criminal web which 
surrounds narcotics and the hurt to a society that even one drug trafficker 
can cause. 








Where is the Example? 


In a manner of speaking, the Government is not about to kill the geese that 
iay the golden eggs, nor to lock them up. It is about to tax the eggs out of 
them and put them on the table for all of us to benefit from. 


However much money the Government can accumulate from the taxing of the drug 
trade; however it will be able to patch up the budget with the money expected 
by way of the tax, it is my view that it has lost moral ground by this move. 

To bring to the country's resources gains from an illegal act does not indicate 
rectitude. To bring to the budget and the use of the country money gained from 
an activity known to cause great damage to people's lives and to their families 
leaves me cold. Where is the moral renaissance that the Prime Minister promised 
two years ago? Where is the example from Government to the school boy and girl 
who is going to be taught in some schools to keep themselves away from drugs 

and the harm of ganja? 


So crime does pay. We knew all along that criminal involvement in ganja does 
pay. And the Government is now going to make out of it some money for you and 
me. 


More on Financial Factors 
Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 16 Sep 84 pp 16, 27 
[Article by Margaret Morris: "Legalize it. Then, Tax It!"] 


[Text] The Government's current "war" against drug dealers was highlighted 
in Parliament by the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Utilities on 
Tuesday and featured next day on Page One of the GLEANER as "Tax Bite on 
Drug Dealers. (Government seeking $117 million in revenue)." 


"It is well known," the P.M. tells us, "that Al Capone was defeated by the 
I.R.S.,'’ while Mr Charles has declared "war on those who are apologists for 
the drug trade." 


The P.M.'s speech, as reported in the paper was dramatic, imprecise, and un- 
convincing. He has "a list of 28 cases of persons who are involved as deal- 
ers of narcotics" and they have been assessed for a total of $117.21 million 
in taxes. He intends to collect, and he seems to expect that this will 
"defeat the drug dealers. 


Does Not Compute 


How does he arrive at this conclusion? As any thinking person can recognize: 
if these 28 persons "are involved...in the trafficking of narcotics" the 
Government's first priority should be to arrest, convict, and sentence them. 
Is the Government unable, or unwilling to do this? If Mr Seaga is convinced 
of their guilt why is he unwilling to name them in Parliament and shame them? 
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Something does not compute. As far as we can judge their only proven crime 
is owning assorted premises, vehicles, racehorses, etc., and paying no or 
insufficient income tax. This is a widespread phenomenon. Overburdened tax 
payers will applaud any initiative to collect from tax evaders, and certainly 
we hope that the Government will succeed in scooping up that $117 million. 
However, this is not a simple case of tax evasion. If these 28 persons are 
indeed drug traders and the Government levies taxes on the basis of their 
ill-gotten gains what does that make the Government? An accessory after the 
fact? 


If elimination of the drug trade is the object, surely it would be more effec- 
tive (and infinitely more moral) to seize the ill-gotten gains? If Mr Seaga 
wishes to emulate the U.S. narcotics strategy he had better go all the way 

and copy their latest laws; in the U.S. if a person is indicted on a charge of 
dealing in drugs their property is forfeit to the state. 


On the basis of the information available to me it does appear that what the 
Government is planning to do is not eliminate the drug trade, but to tax and 
institutionalize it. Once the Government starts collecting taxes--all that 
lovely money--from illicit drugs they will not wish to curtail the trade. 
They may even wish to increase it. Because taxes to Government is like dope 
to the addict. The more they have, the more they want. The more they neex, 
the more reckless they get in acquiring their "fix." 


Boggles the Mind 


The moral implications of the latest revenue ploy boggles the mind. The 

Prime Minister, poised to start taxing the "end of the narcotics dollar" is 

in the same jeopardy as Eve when, at the urgings of the serpent, she stretched 
out her hand to take that apple. 


Meanwhile, the current offensive, though bewildering to the humble ganja 

man, is not going unnoticed in the U.S. of A. where the State Department is 
reported to be encouraged by actions that the Jamaican Government has taken to 
"eradicate marijuana and to interdict drug trafficking to the United States." 
Indeed, these "actions" are playing a small but significant part in the elec~ 
tion campaign of President Reagan, It is important, even for a front runner 
like Mr Reagan to demonstrate success. How better to do this than to demon- 
strate his influence in the delicate Caribbean region? Or by citing the high 
profile problem of drugs? Inevitably, political P.R. is simplistic. 

Mr Reagan's strategists have no time, just now, for subtleties, but other 
U.S. officials have their reservations about "eradicating" marijuana here 
since, by their own calculations it means some U.S. $175 million annually to 
the Jamaican economy. As witness Sam Billbrough of the DEA "Some analysts 
believe that if you came in with a severe narcotics programme you could 
afiect the existence of the present (conservative) government in Kingston... 
should we press them to do things which could result in the election and 
installation of a leftist government?...drugs is a serious problem but 
communism is a greater one.? 








And former Under Secretary of State Thomas Eagleburger, a man who helped 
shaped U.S. policy to Jamaica, is on record as remarking ingeniously: 
"To be honest I wasn't aware Jamaica was that large a marijuana producer." 


Silly Season 


The histrionics of Mr Char’es concerning the ganja trade must in my view, 

be attributed to the silly season when he declared that "this cancer of 
drugs...can be cured if we have the will, courage etc." Surely he knows there 
is a simpler solution than that? All that is necessary is to legalize ganja 
and at one fell swoop all the attendant corruption, extortion, and crime will 
disappear. Then all the money that (in my view) is being wasted on trying to 
control it can go to the public education campaign against drugs. Legalize 
it. And then tax it. This is the route that the U.S. will eventually go. 
However, for the time being both the U.S. and Jamaica are constrained by 

the International Narcotics Convention to which both are signatories. 

Despite an enormous volume of conflicting evidence ganja is classified as a 
dangerous drug but this is not the only reason that it will remain outlawed. 


The most compelling reason is that if we legalize the weed its price will 
plummet. In any discussion of the drug trade it is important not to lose 
sight of this. It is important to recognize the fact that there are powerful 
lobbyists in Jamaica, on Capitol Hill, and doubtless at the UN whose business 
it is to ensure that the ganja trade continues and that it continues to be 
illegal. It is an indication of the moral depravity of drug dealers that 
they argue AGAINST legalizing their commodity on purely economic grounds. 


Seaga Remarks on Parliament 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 17 Sep 84 p 8 


[Text] Prime Minister Edward Seaga has called for more strenuous and disci- 
plined action to be taken against purchasers of illegal drugs in the buyer 
countries. 


Mr Seaga appeared to be reacting to a NEW YORK TIMES report on Monday, 
September 10 which claimed that Jamaica was doing very iittle to curb the flow 
of drugs either produced on or transshipped through the island. 


The Prime Minister told the House of Representatives during the debate on 

the Civil Aviation Act on Tuesday: "Mr Speaker, if there were no buyers there 
would be no sellers. And, in those countries in which there are buyers I 
would dearly like to see more strenuous and disciplined action taken to curb 
the buyers. 


"No use reciting all the areas in which we with our little resources, practical- 
ly nonexistent, without one plane that can chase a Piper Cub; without even a 
seaworthy craft that we can safely rely on, We are doing an heroic job with 
virtually nothing; with sheer guts and heart and courage. 


"And those who have the resources to deal with it, let them deal with it, but 
let me see them deal with it even more effectively." 
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Call for National Guard 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 17 Sep 84 p 14 


[Text] Attorney-General and Minister of National Security and Justice, the 
Hon. Winston Spaulding, has called on all institutions which shared responsi- 
ble leadership in the country to make their position clear now on the drug 
issue, 


"Tf we are going to have national cooperation to deal with this problem, 

all the major institutions that share in responsible leadership in the country 
must make their position on this matter known now," Mr Spaulding said as he 
spoke in the debate on the Bill amending the Civil Aviation Act to introduce 
stiffer penalties for illegal landings and take-off at airstrips, in the 

House of Representatives on Tuesday. 


He said that too many areas of the country's national life continued to be the 
subject of political bickering. 


"Mr Speaker, I don't think we have to speak too long or too eloquently to make 
our position clear. We have sought as an administration, as is shown by legis- 
lation we have brought here, to be indifferent to the political consequences 

of our actions so long as what we are doing is moral and just," the Minister 
said. 


As examples of this, he mentioned the amendments to the Gun Court Act, the 
Contractor-General Act being brought to Parliament, and the approval of 
amendments to the Representation of the People Act which has allowed the PNP 
to continue taking part in the electoral process despite not being repre- 
sented in Parliament. 


In all of those circumstances, he said, the JLP did not seek to gain politi- 
cal advantage from a position of power, but acted on the basis that fair was 
fair and right was right. 


The Government did not want the public to have the impression that legislation 
alone could solve a problem as critical as the drug trade, because whatever 
legislation was introduced would need the cooperation of the people. 


"We must get support from the Jamaican people," Mr Spaulding said. "T must 
make an appeal that if people would come forward with more information we 
can be more effective." 


"This Government has taken a very strong unequivocal stand against marijuana," 
Mr Spaulding said. "We know that we court unpopularity, We know that to the 
extent we set up our drive against the drug trade, there are people who go out 
on the hustings and use it politically to attack us. We know that because the 
marijuana trade is popular, as the polls show, among a very large section of 
the Jamaican population who perceive it as being to their advantage, certain 
measures that have been taken may not find popularity." 


85 








Mr Spaulding said that increasingly he has had to make the point that his 
stand on certain issues would not be favourable in the light of any popular- 


ity contest. He said that statesmanship and nation building could not always 
respond to what was popular. 


"We have one policy: We are not allowing people for selfish motives, whether 
it be building airstrips to bring in dogs, to bring in guns, to bring in 
foreigners, Americans and others, to invade our land. We are not allowing 
them to invade our airspace and prejudice the safety of our passenger aircraft. 
We are not allowing them to have that facility to be able to bring in para- 
military trained men into the country at will," he said. 


CSO: 3298/023 











JAMAICA 


DISCUSSION OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE, TRADE MEASURES 
Seaga, Others in Parliament 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Sep 84 pp l, 3 


[Text ] 


Further strong measures may 
have to be taken to ensure that 
the demand on the foreign ex- 
change resources of the country 
to pay for imports does not go 
above programmed levels, Prime 
Minister and Minister of Finance, 
the Rt. tlon. Edward Seaga 
warned in the House of Rep- 
resentatives on Wednesday. 

Mr. Seaga was speaking in debate 
on a Bill: amending the Bank of 
Jamaica Act to raise the upper limit 
ot the prescribed liquid asset ratio. 


Under Section 12 of the Banking 
Act, every bank ts required to ensure 
that its liquid assets (cash on deposit 
with the Bank of Jamaica, Treasury 
ills, etcetera) are not fess than the 
prescribed percentage of its  liabili- 
ties. The BOJ by secrion 29 of the 
Bank of Jamaica Act, is authorised to 
preseribe the appropriate percentage 
within a band ranging from 20% to 
40%. The Bill which was passed by 
the House raised the upper limit to 
SO%. 

Mr. Seaya said that all in all, the 
pertormance,in terns of balance of 
payments surplus, up to the end of 
the end of August, was very satistac 
rory as revealed in the Quarterly 
Economic Report for the first quar- 
rer which was tabled on Tuesday. 

He said that the same level of 
performance was noticeable in’ the 
beginning of the second quarter up 
ro the end of July: “But something 
began to happen in the month of 
August. That ts, there was a signift- 
cant jump in the level of tmports in 


the month of August.” 


The requirements tor 
payment of imports was 
some $15 million more 
than would have nor- 
mally been the case in 
August. If it was lett 
unchecked, it would 
jeopardize the balance 
of payment targets and 
the entire programme of 
economic recovery, as 
well as the achievements 
to dare which had been 
made at great sacrifice. 

He said that asso- 
ciated with the increase 
in imports, had been an 
increase in the liquidity 
in the commercial bank- 
ing system which was 
currently at abour 44%, 
as against the 40% 
which was the statutory 
requirement. 

Phe extra liquidity 
had been used to fuel 
the increase in imports, 
hence it had become 
necessary for the Gov 
ernment to “mop up” 
the excess liquidity, » 
it out of the commercial 
banking system and pur 
it into the Bank of Ja 
maica to ensure that tt 
was not used for the 
purpose of increasing 
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the level of imports. 
Mr. Seaga said that 


was necessary to raise 
the level to 30% to com- 
plement other fiscal and 
monctary measures 
which were now in place 
and which were de 
signed to contain the 
level of dermand. In the 
incantime, although the 
law had nor been 
passed, the banks had 
been observing a 44% 
linmnit. 

He said that 
notwithstanding that, 
there was no indication 
as yer thar there would 
be an improvement inso- 
far as the reduction of 
import demands — was 
concerned, and the auc- 
tion was still running at 
levels over and above 
what was programmed. 

“This may necessitate 
further measures to be 
taken, because it ts ert 
ical co us to ensure chat 
the demand on the for- 
eign exchange resources 
of the country tor pur- 
poses of imports docs 
nor go above — pro- 
grammed levels. Orher- 
wise, it would jeopardise 
the balance of payments 
surplus, wreck the eco- 
nome recovery pro- 
gramine and the result 
of all of that would be 
disastrous at this time. 





“If further action 1s 
necessary, | will take 
further action and | will 
advise on that very 
shortly.” 

Mr. Scaga said that 
the country was sct on a 
programme of economic 
recovery which was not 
of lus Government's 
chousing. They had | 
herited certain problems 
with which they had to 
deal, and the harsh mea- 
sures which had been 
instituted were vital to 
the recovery of the 
economy and the future 
of the country. 

He said that when 
the measures were intro- 
duced, there was no use 
complaining that they 
were harsh, because the 
realities were harsh and 
required tough, strong 
and harsh measures to 
deal with them. 

“There are com. 
plaints about tmercases 
in the cost of living. | do 


not blame anyone tor 
complaining, because ev- 
eryone feels that in- 


crease in’ their pockets. 
But, | hope chat wits 
understood thar these 
increases are not the re- 
sult of any abandonment 
ot principles, or any fail- 
ure of policy, but the 
result of a planned pro- 
gramme which has be- 
come inevitable as a re- 
sult of the conditions 
which we inherited. 
“There ws only one 
way to stop the cost of 


living trom increasing 
turther, that ts to ensure 
thar the toreign§§ ex- 
change does not deterio- 
rate any further. We are 
already in jeopardy with 
the rate of exchange de- 
teriorating further — be- 


‘cause of the levels of 


payments of imports 
that have taken place. 

“The only way we 
can ensure thar the rate 
of exchange doesn’ 
move, that there is no 
deterioration, is either to 
export and earn more or 
import and spend less. If 
we want to import more 
we must carn more. We 
can't have it both ways.” 

“We have to take 
steps theretore to bring 
imports levels back into 
line; to ensure thar in so 
doing there will be suffi- 
cient foreign exchange 
resources to cover our 
balance of payments. 
When there ts insuffi. 
cient foreign exchange 
to cover these require- 
ments the rate of ex 
change moves. 


“Hence, tt we want 
to stabilise prices we 
must ensure thar our 
levels of imports do not 
go above the _ pro- 
rammed level and our 
evel of exports at least 
meet the programme.” 
Minister of Labour, 
the Hon. J.A.C.Smith, 
said that one of the 
things which concerned 
him was how the com 
mercial banks were 
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going tO Operate om 
terms ot a lending policy 
in view of the need to 
carn more through ex- 
ports. 

He said that wt should 
be recogmized that the 
matter of cconomic re- 
covery was a now pro- 
gramme, and some very 
taxing decisions have to 
be made and a_ look 
would have to be taken 
to see how those areas 
of the economy which 
the country wanted to 
progress were making 
out each time a move 
was made. 

He said that the cur- 
rent lending rates had 
alread pon 25% and 
was likely to reach 30%, 
unless something hap- 
pened to address the 
situation; and there were 
many export-oriented 
firms which were not 
likely to be competitive 
at 30%. 

He sad tha he 
hoped the banks and 
other lending agencies 
realised what ould d hap- 
pen and play their par 


to _ the prograniune 
work 
Mr. Ryan Peralto 


(East Central Kingston) 
said that the ability to 
pay the current high in- 
terest rates was largely 
favourable to those en- 
terprises that dealt with 
the sale of consumer 
goods and durables. He 
called on the Prime 
Minister to say wherhes 
# would not be nec- 
essary to, etther by mu. 
tual agreement or policy, 
begin to determine a 
loan system which gave 
priority to firms man 
ufacturing for export. 

The Hon. Kathu 
Johnson, Minister of 
State tos = Agriculture, 
said that the country 
should recognize thas 
the Government was on 
a clear and controlled 
path m dealing with the 
exchange problems. 

He said that it should 
be recognised that the 
Government was trying 
to control the availabih- 
tv of money, stabilize 


the exchange rate and in 
the end achieve a strong 
dollar. There were signs 
of a return to stability in 
the monctary system, 
but the current suffering 
was the price the coun- 
try had to pay for the 
debacle of the 1970s. 


Che Hon. Kar! Samu- 
da, Minister of state for 
Industry and Commerce, 
said that the type of 
goods which were being 
imported did not show 
the level of understand- 
ing by the manufacturers 
ot the policies the Gov 
ernment had introduced 
to make the country 
more productive. 


He said that what che 
country was secing was 
the continuation of the 
traditional =umportation 
of capital goods which 
had occurred in the past, 
and unless that attitude 
was changed the im. 
provernent in the level 
of exports would not be 
anywhere near the re 
quired levels. 


He suggested = rhas 
inore distributors and 
retailers shift to man- 


ufacturing and fill the 
gap Ietr by firms which 
had become more ex- 
port oriented. He 
pleaded with the distrib- 
utors and the consumers 
to to be more discrim:. 
nating m selectingand to 
realize that the Govern 
ment’s policy was to m 
prove the balance of 
payments, stabslize 
prices, improve employ 


mem and imereasc ex 
ports. 
Mr. scaga, im winding 


up the debate, said thas 
the problem was nos 
with the importation of 
tinshed goods, as Mr. 
Peralto suggested, bus 
thas capital goods and 
raw metarials which 
were beimg mported 
were being used up in 
producing for the do 
mesin marker instead of 
tor exports 








PNP Call for Fixed Rate 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text] The PNP has again called for a fixed exchange rate and what it calls 
"a system for the national allocation of available resources." 


In a statement on Tuesday, signed by Dr Paul Robertson, General Secretary, in 
the name of Mr Seymour Mullings, PNP spokesman on Finance, the PNP said it 
viewed "with dismay" the devaluation of the dollar from $4.11 to the US dollar 
to $4.26 to the US dollar. 


The PNP said that since November last year, the dollar had moved from J$1.78 
to J$4.26, "a fall of 139 percent." 


The PNP said that since January 1983 the country had faced what it called 
"the most confused foreign exchange policy” in Jamaica's history as an inde- 
pendent country. 


The PNP blamed the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance for all the shifts, 
each of which it said he announced “wich promises of great benefits to be 
reaped," But the PNP said, "at every step, the country had faced only further 
suffering and confusion." 


It said that as a result of the devaluations "nontraditional exporters cannot 
plan a production schedule as all costs keep jumping each month. As for 
domestic producers, the reduction of the real income of consumers, deliberate- 
ly induced by the Government's policies, means that they are faced with a 
shrinking market. Lay-offs and redundancies have reachgd ar. all-time high. 
The Government itself has been hit by the devaluation as the increased cost 

of debt servicing has placed additional pressures on the budget. 


"Worst of all," said the PNP, “are the households, as increased costs stare 
them in the face at every turn. The prices of all goods jumped so high that 
none but the most wealthy can go beyond basic food, rent and transportation, 
Leading the way in price increases are utility rates with electricity going 
up by 116 percent and water and telephones following close behind. Added 

to this is the increased cost of keeping children in school with everything 
including books, school fees and exam fees going beyond the reach of the 
ordinary parent." 


The PNP said that the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance had blundered 
and that these 'blunders' had caused the majority of hardships. To the PNP, 
the Minister of Finance was incompetent, and "the most incompetent in 
Jamaica's history." 


It charged that the "market cannot be the sole mechanism to allocate our 
foreign exchange reserves and draconian monetary measures," and that “open 
or thinly-veiled threats would not help." 


&Y 








Chamber of Commerce Support 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Sep 84 pp 1, 3 


[Text] The Jamaica Chamber of Commerce yesterday said it stood firmly behind 
the Prime Minister and the Government in their attempts to stabilise the 
foreign exchange rate, stamp out illicit imports, reduce corruption and 
indiscipline, and eliminate the trade in marijuana and other drugs. 


Giving the President's statement at the monthly directors’ meeting in Kingston, 
Mr Bruce Rickards said difficult times required strong leadership aud some- 
times strong measures. 


“We support the Government in their efforts to increase private sector invest- 
ments, increase inflows of foreign exchange through increased exports, increase 
private sector production in agriculture and manufacturing and further develop- 
ment and growth in our tourism industry." 


"We also support the Government's efforts to provide health care, education, 
security and public utilities services throughout the island and for all the 
people." 


Mr Rickards said the Chamber stood for efforts towards achieving good business, 
goou citizenship and good Government. 


“We must therefore realise that it is our duty, not only to do good business 
and make profit, which is essential to economic growth, but to assist Govern- 
ment in achieving the objectives which we firmly believe in and constantly 
demand. We must also realise that if we say that the private sector is the 
engine of growth for the economy then we must take risks, provide the entre- 
preneurial spirit, increase production and exports and accept the responsi- 
bility for being the prime mover of the economy." 


"On the other hand we expect, and call on our Government to manage our 
resources wisely and well and to take firm action in improving the effective- 
ness and efficiency of Government departments and institutions, particularly 
those which impact directly on the welfare of our people and the growth of 
the economy." 


Mr Rickards said these efforts by Government and the private sector are 
going to cause some pain, and require some sacrifice by everyone "but if we 
believe in the objectives then we must make our positive actions speak 
louder than our words." 


He said it was self-defeating for them to call on Government to take action 
then complain every time some action affects one sector or another. 


Mr Rickards said this did not mean they would abdicate their responsibility 
to make objective criticism of various policies and actions from time to time, 
but always these must be offered with viable, responsible and well prepared 
alternatives or recommendations. 




















"The present state of our health services, education system, police are mani- 
festations of several problems, the most severe being our shortage of money to 
fund proper plant and equipment as well as adequate salaries for the staff. 

However, money alone is not the whole problem; linked with this must be indis- 
cipline, inefficiency and sometimes corruption. Are we getting the best value 
for our money? Nevertheless as citizens we must not only be concerned but see 
what we can do to help not only in Kingston but [words illegible] this land." 


Import Curbs 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 17 Sep 84 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Prime Minister Edward Seaga has announced further 
measures to restrain the level of imports which is put- 
ting pressure on the country's foreign exchange and 
threatens the stabilisation of the exchéage rate. 


The measures include new guidelines on hire purchase and additional conditions 
for bids submitted to the auction market for foreign exchange to import goods. 


Mr Seaga said in a statement that there has been increased demand for imports 
as a result of the increased liquidity in the commercial banking system. 


"While the imports of nonessential goods are not too significant, an excessive 
amount of raw materials, spare parts and equipment are being stocked up by the 
productive sector instead of being imported as the foreign exchange availabil- 
ity dictates," he said. 


"These excess raw materials are used to produce consumer goods for the local 
market rather than exports and therefore do not earn the foreign exchange to 
cover the increased cost of the imports.” 


The Prime Minister said that this could result in import levels which exceed 
the programme levels and jeopardise the targeted Balance of Payments surplus 
and the stability of the exchange rate. 


He said that the Bank of Jamaica had noted that bids to the auction for 
foreign exchange averaged US$3.8 million per auction in July this year. In 
August, the average demand rose to US$6.4 million per auction, an increase of 
68 percent, and the demand continued at this high level through September 
auctions to date. 


Mr Seaga pointed out that the supply of foreign exchange to the auction from 
the banking sector was not increasing in line with the new levels of import 
demand and is expected to remain at this lower level until the flush months 
of December to January which corresponds with the buildup of the tourist 
season. 


As a result of the situation, the Bank of Jamaica in August implemented 
certain restraints on the banking sector in order to contain the level of 
credit which seems to be supporting the untenable demand for imports of 
raw materials and capital goods. 
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These restraints included: 
An increase in the liquid assets ratio of the banking system from 40% to 44%. 
An increase in the cash reserve ratio of commercial banks from 102% to 14%. 


An increase in Bank rate from 13% to 14% with consequential movements in 
deposit and lending rates of the banking system. 


A reduction of the consumer credit ceiling of the banking sector by an incre- 
mental J$50.0 million for the programme year: a total of J$150 million. 


All bids submitted to the foreign exchange auction market to be accompanied 
by cheques representing the domestic currency equivalent for amounts sought 
at the relevant bid price. 


Despite these measures, the auction demand in September remained at an average 
level of US$6.2 million. 


An analysis of the monetary accounts by the Bank of Jamaica indicates that 
greater use is being made of cash generated rather than credit in support- 
ing auction bids, the Prime Minister said. 


Accordingly, the Bank of Jamaica will implement additional measures in order 
to bring this inordinate build-up in the demand for imports of raw materials 
and capital goods mainly within the targets of the Economic Recovery Programme. 


The Prime Minister said that as from September 20, 1984 all bids submitted to 
the foreign exchange auction markets must be accompanied by a certificate from 
the appropriate Government Agency that PAYE deductions, Company Tax, Education 
Tax and statutory contributions to the National Insurance Fund and National 
Housing Trust and HEART are paid up. 


Also effective September 20, 1984, companies which normally use the Export 
Development Fund but wish access to the auction market must present with the 
relevant bid document, a certificate from the EDF (Ja.) Ltd. indicating that 
full use has been made of the resources available from the Export Development 
Fund, 


Such certificate would take into account the current arrangements relating to 
repayment by CARICOM exporters of their liability to the EDF. 


Mr Seaga explained that the J.E.C.1.C. has available commercial lines of 
credit amounting to some US$19 million for the purchase of raw materials, 
spare parts and equipment from various countries. Manufacturers are well 
advised to utilise such credit instead of focusing demand on foreign 
exchange cash resources which are in short supply relative to the level of 
demand since August, 1984, 


To ensure that domestic demand for consumer durables such as motor cars, 
refrigerators, washing machines, and vacuum cleaners, both imported final 
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products and locally-manufactured for domestic consumption, was restrained, 
higher purchase terms for specific transactions will be governed by the 
following guidelines: 


Household appliances, furniture (local products): Minimum down-payment of 
35% and maximum repayment period two years. 


Household appliances and furniture (imported products): Minimum cown-payment 
45% and maximum repayment period of two years. 


JMA Reservations 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Sep 84 p 3 


[Text ] 





CSO: 


-. Concern over the implications 
of further measures being put in 
place to curb imports was express- 
ed yesterday by the Jamaica Man- 
ufacturers Association. 

A statement ‘issued by the JMA drew 
attention to “the battering” that the sector has 
been undergoing from illicit imports, the 6 per 
cent Stamp Duty on raw materilas, and the 12 
per cent ceiling on the increase of bank credit. 
_. “The illicit, imports and the ceiling on bank 
credit have been the main factors in causing a 
significant downturn in the local market. It there: 
fore comes as a surprise that Government now 
implies that excessive raw materials, spare parts and 
equipment are being stocked-up by the productive 
scctor. 

“In addition it 1s being stated that the excess raw 
material imports are being used to produce for the 
local market instead of export,” the J.M.A. said. 


“The JMA is at a loss to find out which 
manufacturers or group of manufacturers are able 
to import and stock up excessive amounts of raw 
materials, spare parts and cquipment. Figures avail- 
able from Government agencies indicate that total 
expons January to July 1984 were US$474 million 
as compared to US$385 million the same period in 
1983. 
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“While we confirm that the largest part of this 
increase relates to “crude material”, even without 
those figures there is an increase in exports over 
1983. What the figures are also showing 1s that 
while there has been a fall in exports to CARI- 
COM there has been an increase in exports tO s0- 
called “hard currency” markets. 


“In relation to imports, we note that the total 
import figure for raw materials for January to July 
1984 was US$452.9 million as compared to 
US$439.2 million during the same period in 1983 
(an increase of US$13.7 million). Quite interesting: 
ly, of this total raw material import, the increase 
for fuel imports totals US$16 million more in 
January to July 1984 than in the same period in 
1983. 


“These figures do indicate that the manutactur- 
ing sector has been keeping well within the targets 
and using the limited facilities to earn the valuable 
foreign exchange for our country. 


“Of further concern to us is the fact that 
Government has now introduced the extremely 
stringent measures of making the payment of PAYE 
and other statutory deductions a prior requirement 
of accessing, the foreign exchange auction. While 
we understand the predicament our country ts 1, 
we do not believe that introducing all these mea- 
sures together can meet the objectives of producing 
more and exporting more”. 














JAMAICA 


SEAGA MOVES TO HAVE U.S. FOREIGN SALES UNIT IN JAMAICA 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Sep 84 p 12 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The Prime Min- 
ister, Rt. Hon. Ed- 
ward Scaga, 
announced on Tues- 
day that steps are be- 
ing taken to enable 
Jamaica to become a 


location for United 
States Foreign Sales 
Corporations (FSC’s) 


which will be respon- 
sible for the market- 
ing of US. exports 
outside of the island. 

The FSC’s will en- 
able U.S. exporters to 
receive tax free bene- 
fits in the United 
States as a result of 
recent U.S. legislation. 

Mr. Scaga said that 
while no direct tax reve- 
nue will be earned, there 
are 9,000 companies 
which must convert to 
FSC’s) by January |, 
1985, and Jamaica 1s 
well placed to attract a 
iarge number of this to- 
tal. 
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Jamaica would benc- 
fit from significant em- 
ployraent, construction 
of offices and resi- 
dences, transfer of 
knowledge in marketing 
techniques and interna- 
tional banking, invest- 
ment promotion, 
tourism and increased 
economic activity in the 
financial and legal serv- 
ice industries, all of 
which will result in For- 
cign Exchange flow. 

Mr. Seaga said that 
the necessary Icgislation 
is to be prepared to es- 
tablish Jamaica as a lo- 
cation for FSC's. The 
legislation will amend 
the Companies Act, Ex- 
change Control Act and 
Income Tax Law to en- 
sure that Jamaica offers 
a competitive location 
for these corporations. 

The U.S. exporters 


are expected to start the - 


FSC’s operations by Jan- 
uary 1985. 
Under the provisions 


of legislation recently 
passed in the U.S. Con- 
gress, FSC’s must be lo- 
cated outside of the 
United States and Puerto 
Rico. Registration must 
be in a country with a 
satisfactory exchange of 
information agreement 
with the United States. 

Jamaica meets this re- 
quirement, Mr. Seaga 
said. Indeed, this coun- 
try has a model tax trea- 
ty with the United 
States, he pointed out. 

In addition, Jamaica 
is one of the few coun- 
tries in the region that 
has an adequate interna- 
tional — telecommunica- 
tion system, availability 
of clerical skills, profes- 
sional services, office ac- 
commodation and 
housing that will be re- 
quired as an FSC loca- 
non. 

The FSC's are replac- 
ing the former U.S. in- 
centive vehicle, 
Domestic International 
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Sales Corporations 
(DISC’s), because of ob: 
jections of other coun 
tries that DISC’s violated 
the rules of the General 
Agreement) on Trade 
and Tariffs. 

IN view of tHe great: 
er benefits provided by 
the FSC's, it is expected 
that all 9,000 DISC’s will 
convert to FSC’s. and 
many new FSC's will be 
established. 

The countrics 


that 


will be eligible as loca: 


tions for FSC's will be 
announced by the Unit 
cd States Government 
shortly. 

The New York office 
of Jamaica National In 
vestment —- Promotions 
Lid. is available to as. st 
companics in establish 
ing PSC’s in Jamaica. 











JAMAICA 


NO INDICATION FROM IMF ON NATION'S QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 18 Sep 84 p 3 


[Text] There is no indication yet from the IMF regarding Jamaica's performance 
in the September quarterly test, a Washington source close to the fund told the 
GLEANER yesterday. Evaluation is an ongoing procedure and while some criteria, 
such as net domestic credit or net international reserve may be determined 
quickly, it takes more time to assess public sector performance or the avail- 
ability of foreign borrowing to the debtor country. 


The GLEANER's informant was unaware of any discussion of further reduction of 
public sector employment for Jamaica. He stressed that the IMF does not dic- 
tate the features of the structured adjustment programme to the Government. 


"Tf the situation is such that the Government must reduce its deficit, the 

fund asks the Government how it proposes to do it," the Washington source 
explained. "Government and Fund frame the programme in the context of the 
Government's domestic and political constraints in keeping with agreed objec- 
tives. The Fund asks the Government: "Is the programme feasible and realistic?" 


If the Government must reduce its deficit in order to retain its creditworthy 
position, there are two means to accomplish this; increasing revenues through 
additional taxation, or reducing expenditures through curtailment of Govern- 
ment programmes and reduction of real wages in the public sector or cutbacks 
in public sector employment. The IMF, said the Washington source, seeks the 
least painful combination while it realizes that any structural adjustment 
programme will cause some hardships. 


But what is the alternative? "Where do you go without the IMF?" the GLEANER's 
source asked, pointing out that an adjustment process undertaking without the 
fund's patronage would be still more painful and more disorderly, as loans 
from other sources would be less readily available to the Government. The 
supply of foreign exchange and raw materials for domestic production would be 
even further constricted, and local production would suffer still more. And 
rescheduling of external debts through the Paris Club requires that a debtor 
Government have an IMF agreement in place as a precondition for negotiations. 


CSO: 3298/025 
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JAMAICA 


SEAGA AFFIRMS COMMITMENT TO PROTECT RIGHTS, FREEDOMS 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 17 Sep 84 pp i, 2 


[Excerpts] The Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga, said on Friday 
night that his Government was committed to maintaining in Jamaica an atmo- 
sphere which would guarantee the preservation of the rights and freedoms that 
the country held so dear. 


Mr Seaga was speaking at the Private Sector Organization of Jamaica's celebra- 
tory dinner on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the GLEANER company, 
as well as high-lighting che businesses and associations in Jamaica which 
were 50 years and over. The function was held at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel, 
New Kingston. 


Some 78 firms including the GLEANER, which was founded in 1834, and J. Wray 
and Nephew, which was founded in 1825, were honoured. Also recognised was the 
Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, which was founded in 1779 and was the oldest on 
the list. Certificates were handed out to representatives of each company 
attending by Mrs Sam Mahfood, wife of the president of the PSOJ. 


Mr Seaga also announced at the function that with the decision to remove the 
Jamaica Broadcasting Corporation (JBC) from the Government's budget and set 
it on a path towards viability being well underway, the creation of a fully 
commercial channel was in the making, and it was anticipated that very short- 
ly the Corporation would have been brought to the point where the Government 
could consider possible partnership roles with private enterprises. 


Speaking on the question of the granting of licences for private television 
services, Mr Seaga dealt with the future of the Jamaica Broadcasting Corpora~ 
tion, which he said was in a process of change. 


He said that the JBC grew out of the concept of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation, which had at the heart of its idea of public service broadcasting, 
the belief that television and radio programmes were best produced in an envi- 
ronment which was protected from commercial and political pressures. 


He said that the ideal, which has been undergoing modifications in Britain of 


late, had to be adapted to Jamaican realities from the start. One such real- 
ity was that without the comprehensive system of licence fees such as was in 
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place in Britain, no Jamaican Government could support a full-fledged radio 
station on its own, year after year. 


The JBC had been set-up as a semi-commercial public broadcasting system, 

which, he said, was a contradiction in terms. When television was introduced 
in 1963, strict limits were placed on the amount of commercials which could 

be accepted, and no direct sponsorship was allowed: nonetheless it was expected 
to make a profit. 


It was a conscious decision to remove the JBC from the Government's budget 
and set it on a path towards viability. "This complex transition, which has 
financial, operational and technical aspects, is now underway," he said. 


Mr Seaga said that it was anticipated that very shortly the JBC, as a commer- 
cial channel, would have been brought to the point where the Government could 
consider possible partnership roles, models of which were being studied, 

and a point of decision was near. 


Speaking of the GLEANER, the Prime Minister described the celebration of the 
company's 150th anniversary as a "significant milestone in its history." 


He said that it was a true measure of the quality of that service to the 
community that nurtured it, that although numerous newspapers had been 
published in Jamaica over the years since 1718, it was the GLEANER that 
survived. 


"No one can make a people buy and support a newspaper. It is the people 
themselves who must want to buy and support that newspaper, and they will 
only do this if the newspaper fills a service which the people feel they 
need and must have. 


"There is every indication that in the 150 years of its history, as it 

grew, and changed, and adapted under the control of a dedicated group of 
persons--a group of persons who rightly call themselves the GLEANER family-- 
the newspaper has filled that need. 


"This Government is committed to maintaining in Jamaica an atmosphere which 
will guarantee the preservation of those rights and freedoms which we hold 
so dear. That, of course, includes the rights and freedoms associated 

with the development of free speech, free enterprise and the private sector, 
the success of which you all here tonight--individually and collectively-- 
eloquently demonstrate." 


CSO: 3298/025 














JAMAICA 


ST CATHERINE CITIZENS BLOCK ROAD IN WATER PROTEST 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 21 Sep 84 p 1 


[Excerpts] Hundreds of citizens in communities in the Central Village area of 
St. Catherine yesterday morning for about four hours blocked the Spanish Town 
dual highway on the Central Village stretch demanding water for their districts. 


They lit old tyres and other debris and marched on the highway with placards, 
effectively blocking peak hour morning traffic which was forced to divert 
after backing up, on backroads, causing commuters to be late for work and 
school and other things. The demonstration started around 7 a.m. 


MP for the constituency, the Hon. Anthony Johnson, issued this statement: "A 
peaceful demonstration by the citizens of Central Village this morning was 
disrupted by hasty, irresponsible and unfortunate action on the part of a 
member of the Police Force. 


"The citizens cf Windsor Heights, Compound, sections of Big Lane and Twick- 
enham Park scheme have been suffering from a protracted shortage of water 
for the past two months. 


"This morning a peaceful demonstration was mounted by blocking both of the 
channels of the Kingston/Spanish Town highway. I arrived on the scene shortly 
after 8 o'clock and addressed the citizens, explaining to them that the parts 
for the well supplying the area were not in Jamaica. During my address, a 
vehicle carrying police armed with automatic weapons arrived on the scene and 
this created a disturbance. I was appealing to the citizens to be calm when I 
heard a burst of automatic gunfire. All of us dived to the pavement. 


"Subsequently, we discovered that Miss Marya Murray of Little Lane, a lady 
who was carrying a baby in her arms, was shot in the chest. 


"T led Miss Murray to a parked police vehicle and sent her to the Spanish 
Town hospital. 


"Tl made a verbal protest against the irresponsible policeman to Assistant 
Commissioner Day, who assured the crowd that the matter will be fully inves- 
tigated. Other politicians were also present, and the roadblock was cleared 
before 11 o'clock. 
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PIC's report said: "Citizens of Central Village area in St. Catherine this 
morning staged a protest demonstration on the Kingston/Spanish Town highway 
over the lack of water in the areas. 


"During the operation, one of the policemen who was assisting in the clearing, 
stumbled and his SMG (submachine) gun went off. 


"Sometime after, 27-year old Marva Murray of Central Village reported that 
she was shot. 


"She was taken to Spanish Town hospital where she was treated for a slight 
wound which could have happened when the bullet richocheted off the ground. 


"She was treated and sent home. 


"Citizens were addressed by Mr Tony Johnson of the area, after which they 
voluntarily assisted in the clearing of the road." 


CSO: 3298/025 
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JAMAICA 


NONTRADITIONAL EXPORTS UP 61 PERCENT IN FIRST 6 MONTHS OF ‘84 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 15 Sep 84 p 15 


[Text] There has been a 61% increase in the export of 
nontraditional crops between January to June this year, 
over the corresponding period for 1983. Thirteen mil- 
lion pounds (weight) of produce was exported last year 
between January to June, while twenty one million pounds 
of produce was exported over the same period this year. 


This fact was revealed by Agriculture Minister, 

Hon. Dr. Percival Broderick, as he gave the opening 
address on Monday, September 10, at the eight-week 
Agriculture Middle Management Course being held at the 
Administrative Staff College, Kingston. 


Dr Broderick said that tubers increased from 7.6 million pounds to 10.1 million 
pounds, an increase of over 322. Vegetables increased from 3.8 million pounds 
to 7.3 million pounds, an increase of over 92% and fruits from .9 million 
pounds to over 3.1 million pounds. 


He pointed out that it was against this background that he welcomed the World 
Bank-sponsored Export Crop Project and also its built-in training component. 
This, he said, will assist in boosting the national export drive, a key element 
in the Structural Adjustment Programme which the country is presently under- 
going. 


Dr Broderick said that the Ministry recognised the shortage of trained mid- 
level managers in agriculture, and the constraints which this placed on the 
successful implementation of agricultural projects. 


He commended the organisers of the course which he said would "help to extend 
our horizons and help us compete successfully on the export market." 


Participants in the course represent middle-level managers from the commodity 
boards covering--coffee, citrus, bananas, sugar and the Ministry of Agriculture. 


The course content includes topics such as general management principles, farm 


management, requirements of lending institutions, problem-solving and equip- 
ment maintenance, among others. 
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The ceremony was presided over by the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Mr Clarence Franklyn, and was addressed by Hon. Anthony Johnson, 
a Minister of State in the Ministry of Agriculture, and Mr David Wozab, FAO 
representative in Jamaica. 
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JAMAICA 


1983-84 SUGAR CROP ALMOST 2,900 TONS SHORT OF TARGET 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 15 Sep 84 p 15 


[Text] The 1983/84 sugar crop closed on Thursday, September 6, with a total 
production of 192,737 tons of 96 degree sugar at an average ratio of 12.36 
tons of cane to a ton of sugar (TC/TS) and was 2,921 tons below last year's 
production of 195,658 tons, and 2,889 tons below the year's target of 205,726 
tons. 


The Chairman of the Sugar Industry Authority, Mr Frank Downie in a statement 
to THE FARMERS' WEEKLY yesterday said: "It seems reasonable to conclude that 
the downward trend in production which witnessed a decline from 506,000 tons 
in 1965 to 119,011 tons in 1982 has levelled off during the past three years. 
(Over 200,000 tons of cane were left unreaped during each of the last two 
years, which if harvested, would have raised production to a level of over 
200,000 tons during each of those years.) 


"The logical inference from the above is that in any attempt to address in- 
efficiencies within the industry; che area requiring t*s greatest concentra~ 
tion is the factories. The urgency of the need to upgrade the factories is 
further highlighted by the fact that at one factory approximately 42% of the 
available milling time was lost through mechanical breakdowns while in others 
the figure ranged between 20% and 30%. Indeed if all the cane available for 
milling during the 1983/84 crop had been milled at a TC/TS ratio of say 10.54 
(achieved by the privately-owned factories) sugar production would have 
exceeded 240,000 tons. 


Recent Agreement 


"The recently concluded Management Agreement with Tate and Lyle Technical 
Services Limited, must be seen as an important step in addressing the short- 
age of technical skills in some of the factories--a prerequisite to more 
efficient performance. 


"An encouraging feature during the last crop has been che reduction in oil 
consumption in a number of the factories, e.g.: Bernard Lodge factory utilised 
only 1.10 gallos of oil per ton 96° sugar; while at Worthy Park the figure 
was 2.70 gallons per ton sugar. Efforts to effect a reduction in che volume 
of oil required by the Industry are continuing. 
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"Tn relation to the harvesting programme, although it is considered that an 
adequate amount of loading and haulage equipment is available to the indus- 
try, there is considerable scope for improving the management of the harvesting 
operations. This will involve, among other things, better management of the 
quota system i.e. the method of allocating cutting orders to the growers in 
order to ensure a balance between cane ordered, and the capacity of the mill 

to crush it. 


Research 


In the area of research, field research efforts in the immediate future will 
centre around areas such as improving the efficiency of the harvesting opera- 
tions; variety development, i.e. varieties which will produce adequate yields 
and sucrose, while manifesting acceptable levels of resistance to diseases 
such as smut, rust, mosaic etc. 


On the processing side the research programmes will be geared initially to 
areas which will lead to greater efficiencies in the extraction of sugar. 


Investigations are also continuing into the whole area of the internal trans- 
portation, warehousing, loading and shipping of sugar with a view to the 
introduction of greater efficiency wherever possible. 


Although the world sugar industry is presently confronted with a serious 
statistical imbalance between production and consumption, which has resulted 
in low world market prices, Jamaica does have three viable markets i.e.. 
Domestic, EEC and U.S.A. at the present time and if the necessary efficiencies 
are introduced, there is no reason why the Jamaican industry should not 

look forward to a measure of stability in the medium and long term. 


cso: 3298/025 
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JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


NEW WAGE CONTRACT--A new two year agreement has been signed between the manage- 
ment of the Jamaica Railway Corporation (JRC) and the unions representing its 
unionised staff--the BITU and the NWU. The parties have agreed to a two year 
contract which runs from January 1, 1984 to December 31, 1985. The contract 
provides for a pay rise in the first year of $15 per week or 12 percent, which- 
ever is greater; and, $20 per week crv 12% percent, whichever is greater, in 

the second year. They also agreed to improvements in housing allowances, the 
extension of the provision of uniforms to all male clerical staff and station 
assistants; a 10 percent increase in duty allowance; a 35 percent increase in 
taxi subsidy; and, improvement in washing allowance. [Text] [Kingston THE 
DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Sep 84 p 19] 


DROP IN GAS USE--A 13.4 percent fall in consumption of petroleum products 
within the non-bauxite sectors of the Jamaican economy has been recorded for 
the first half of 1984. The fall is reflected in an amount of just over 131 
million imperial gallons of petroleum consumed in the first half of this year 
compared to 151.3 million imperial gallons within the corresponding period 
last year. Foreign exchange savings totalling U.S.$19.3 million have resulted 
from the decrease in consumption, Both premium gasolene and automotive 

diesel oil reflected a fall in consumption as a result of price increases 
which affected these products in Decemter, 1983. For the first half of 

1984, gasolene consumption fell by 11 percent while diesel oil fell by 22.5 
percent. There was also a 2.9% decrease in the consumption of petroleum 
products by the bauxite and alumina sectors for the first half of 

this year. "With the increase in production, this reflects the efforts of the 
industry to improve its energy consumption and so become more competitive," 

a JIS report said. [Text] [Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 16 Sep 84 


p 1) 
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PARAGUAY 


COLORADO PARTY DESIGNATES PERMANENT COMMITTEES 
PY041650 Asuncion PATRIA in Spanish 4 Oct 84 p 4 


[Excerpts] The Covernment Junta of the National Republican Association- 
Colorado Party held its first regular session yesterday, chaired by its 
President Juan Ramon Chaves. 


After the reading and approval of the minutes of the previous session, the 
members of the various permanent commissions were elected; their names are 
listed below. 


A special commission charged with the purchase of a property for the party's 
future headquarters was also designated. This commission is made up of the 
following political leaders: Pedro Hugo Pena, Mario Abdo Benitez, Juan Roque 
Galeano, General Cesar Barrientos, retired, and Cesar Romeo Acosta. 


Political Committee: Chairman: Juan Ramon Chaves; Members: Sabino A. 
Montanaro, Ruben Stanley, Adan Godoy Jimenez, J. Augusto Saldivar, Carlos 
Augusto Saldivar, Juan Manuel Frutos, Ezequiel Gonzalez Alsina, Saul Gonzalez, 
Cesar Romeo Acosta, Mario Abdo Benitez, and J. Eugenio Jacquet. 


Party Organization Committee: Chairman: Sabino A. Montanaro; Members: Ruben 
Stanley, Adan Godoy Jimenez, Carlos A. Saldivar, Juan Manuel Frutos, Saul 
Gonzalez, and Mario Abdo Benitez. 





Electoral Committee: Chairman: Pedro Hugo Pena; Members: Alejandro Caceres 
Almada, Persio da Silva, Genaro Espinola, Dario Filartiga, Esteban Medina, 
an«| Guido Vallejos. | 


Finance Committee: Chairman: Hermogenes Gonzalez Maya; Members: Americo 
Velazquez, Luis A. Peralta Baez, and Arsenic Falcon Real. 


Legislation and Regulation Committee: Chairman: Carlos A. Saldivar; Members: 
Raul Sapena Pastor, Oscar Zacarias, Marina Aquino de Ortiz, and Atilio 
Montantia. 


Culture Committee: Chairman: Dionisio Gonzalez Torres; Members: Bacon Duarte 
Prado, Roque J. Avila, Leandro Prieto Yegros, Delfin Ugarte Centurion, and 
Manfredo Ramirez Russo. 

















Party Member List Committee: Chairman: J. Eugenio Jacquet; Members: Juan 
Esteche Fanego, Adolfo Zayas, Luis A. Peralta Baez, Pastor M. Coronel, 
Bonifacio Irala Amarilla, Genaro Sanchez, and Mario Oviedo Calabrese. 


Permanent Delegations Committee: Chairman: Juan Ramon Chaves; Members: 
Sabino A. Montanaro, Pedro Hugo Pena, Cesar Romeo Acosta, and Juan A. 
Caceres. 


Party Planning Committee: Chairman: Juan Manuel Frutos; Members: Ezequiel 
Gonzalez Alsina, Rosa Agustin Gonzalez, Angel Roberto Seifart, Silvio Meza 
Britez, Miguel A. Lopex Jimenez, Ruben 0. Fanego, and Bader Rachid Lichi. 


Student Affairs Committee: Chairman: Rubea Stanley; Members: Conrado 
Pappalardo Z., Americo A. Velazquez, Martin Chiola, Carlos Romero Arza, Antonio 
Vera Valenzano, and Jose A. Moreno Ruffinelli. 


Labor Affairs Committee: Chairman: Manuel Frutos Pane; Members: Salvador 
Ruben Paredes, Juan Manuel Morales, Oscar Balmaceda Cruzans, Raul Ernesto 
Villalba, and Eustacio Lezcano Molinas. 


Affiliations Committee: Chairman: Mario Abdo Benitez; Members: Juan Roque 
Galeano, Americo A. Velazquez, Agustina Miranda Gonzalez, Hiran Delgado Von 
Leppel, Carlos Romero Arza, and Miguel A. Lopez Jimenez. 


Party Purge Committee: Chairman: J. Augusto Saldivar; Members: Oscar 
Zacarias, Adolfo Zayas, Roque J. Avila, Manuel M. Esquivel and Vicente 
Bataglia. 


Colorado Party Culture Institute Committee: Chairman: Hipolito Sanchez Quell; 
Members: Dionisio Gonzalez Torres, Bacon Duarte Prado, Leandro Prieto Yegros, 
Carlos A. Ortiz Ramirez, Alberto Nogues, and Francisco Solano Benitez. 
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SURINAME 


ENVOY TO NETHERLANDS CITES MILITARY PLAN FOR DEMOCRACY 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 17 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text] The Hague, 17 September--"As required by. the deli- 
beration between the army, the labor unions and trade and 
industry, suggestions will be made by the army leadership 
for democratization. Bouterse mentioned yesterday a term 
of 2 months." 


This is what Surinamese ambassador Heidweiler said yesterday in Paramaribo on 
AVRO [General Radio Broadcast Association] after talks with army leader 
Bouterse, Surinamese President Misier and Prime Minister Udenhout. 


The Dutch parliament will be able to review the proposals for a more demo- 
cratic administrative structure, in view of an improvement in relations 
between the two countries which is desired by everyone in Suriname, Heidweiler 
said. Through this, the resumption of development cooperation is also being 
contemplated. The review of Surinamese proposals by the Dutch parliament may 
not, moreover, lead to a sort of exam, the ambassador said. 


The ANP [General Dutch Press Bureau] reports from Paramaribo that the chief 

of staff of the Surinamese army, Capt Iwan Graanoogst has resigned all his 
duties. Bouterse announced Saturday at a gathering that this took place in 
order to give justice the opportunity to investigate the rumors circulating 
throughout society. Before Bouterse made public the resignation of Graanoogst, 
he said that corruption will be combatted regardless of the person involved. 


Graanoogst, who was also chairman of the commission that grants import 
licenses, became a subject of controversy 2 weeks ago. A restaurant owner 
who tried to smuggle approximately $100,000 out of Suriname told the police 
that Graanoogst had gotten the money from importers favored by hin. 


12271 
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CHIN A SEN SEES GROWTH OF RESISTANCE TO BOUTERSE= 
Rotterdam HET VRIJE VOLK in Dutch 12 Sep 84 p 7 


[Text] Rijswijk--There are signs that a new wave of resis- 
tance in Suriname can be expected before long. The new 
resistance will be nourished by the labor movement and 
other functional groups in Surinamese society. 


This was announced by the chairman of the Surinamese Liberation Council, 
Chin A Sen, during a press conference held yesterday in Rijswijk to introduce 
two aew members of the Council, Mrs Anita Ligeon and Mr Paul Somohardjo. 
Tne new members take the place of two recently resigned members, Mr Fred 
Marte and Mr Edgar Wijngaarde. Anita Ligeon occupied for many years posts 
in the Surinamese women's movement. Paul Somohardjo is a former Surinamese 
minister recently in the news through the assassination attempt that pro- 
Bouterse murderers allegedly wished to carry out on him. In an emotional 
speech during the press conference, he created the impression that he is 
considerably more militant than the other members of the Council. Although 
Mr Marte and Mr Wijngaarde have left the Council, they remain active in the 


resistance. 


Chin A Sen announced in addition that a broadly based congress of all groups 
in the Netherlands involved in resistance will be held in November at a 
place in the Netherlands later to be specified. The possibility exists that 
the former Surinamese minister Haakmat and his supporters will also partici- 
pate in this congress. 


"The Surinamese Udenhout government," according to Chin A Sen, "is a total 
failure. Nothing has resulted from all its programs, and all its proposals 
with regard to that have disappeared into the trash can of the military. It 
is obvious that Bouterse wants to move towards a one-party dictatorship and 
will not allow elections to be held." 


The power of the military in Suriname is becoming greater and greater, he said. 
At the same time they are getting a hold on the foreign service and will soon 
have representatives in Surinamese embassies in The Hague, Brussels and 
Georgetown in the formerly British Guyana. Tortured Surinamese refugees 
continue to arrive in the Netherlands on a regular basis. A book will be 


108 

















published before long about their experiences. 


The power of the Soviet Union in Suriname is become greater and greater, 
according to Chin A Sen. In this way, an agreement was recently reached 
between the Russian press agency TASS and its Surinamese equivalent, SNA 
[Surinamese News Agency], which provides for a situation whereby SNA will 
disseminate TASS news in Suriname. The Russians have also built the trans- 
mitting dish used for Surinamese broadcasts to the Netherlands in the 
Surinamese town of Djoemoe. In addition, the Russians will probably gain 
fishing rights off the Surinamese coast, with the consiquence that their 
trawlers will dominate Surinamese waters. "Suriname," Chin A Sen said, 
"has become a pawn in the East-West conflict." 


12271 
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URUGUAY 


GALLUP REPORT ANALYZES PRE-ELECTION POLLS 
Montevideo LA MANANA in Spanish 29 Sep 84 p 2 


[Text] Gallup Uruguay has carried out a wide spectrum of po- 
litical opinion polls. Today we offer the first results of 
this work. 


Gallup stated: "It would seem natural to assume that the electorate of the 
different parties must have different characteristics." 


"Is the intent to vote for the Colorado Party greater among men or women? And 
for the Broad Front? Is it the same as the Colorado Party or not? What about 
the National Party?" 


"And the youths? What happens with them? And the old people? Are there more 
marked tendencies toward certain parties among the youths than among old 
people?" 


"Will the most educated people vote the same as those who have less education? 
What about the economic level of the electorate?" 


"During the pre-electoral period, can the makeup of the 'clientele' of the dif- 
ferent political parties change because of changes in the demographic groups?" 


"Gallup Uruguay has prepared this report based on analysis of the latest pre- 
electoral polls representing Greater Montevideo (Montevideo Department and the 
satellite cities of Las Piedras, La Paz and Pando). The objective is for the 
readers of LA MANANA to learn the current trends in votes for the parties and 
the characteristics of the different party clienteles in different population 
groups." 


Behavior of Men, Women 


The intent to vote for the Colorado Party and, even more, for the Broad Front 
is stronger among men than women. On the other hand, more women than men lean 
toward the National Party. 


Also women are more undecided about the election than men. 
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Chart 1 

Party Male Female 
Colorado Party 36% 32% 
White Party 19% 26% 
Broad Front 27% 17% 

| Undecided 13% 20% 
Other parties 5% 5% 
Total 100% 100% 


Intent to Vote by Gender 
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Key: 
1. Male 5. Broad Front 
2. Female 6. White Party 
3. Political party 7. Undecided 
4. Colorado Party 





Composition of Party Clientele by Gender 

These tendencies to vote for one party or another and the importance that each 
sex has in the Montevideo electorate determine the proportion of men and women 
in the "clientele" of each party. 

A look at Chart 2 reveals the following: 

Colorado Party: Rather neutral profile with slight female predominance; 
National Party: Profile with female predominance; and 


Broad Front: Profile with male predominance. 


The Colorado Party has the composition closest to that of the total population. 
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Chart 2 














Gender Colorado Party White Party Broad Front Total Popul. 
Male 48% 37% 57% 45% 
Female 52h 63% 43% 55% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 


Composition by Gender 
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Behavior of Age Groups 


The youngest (18 to 25 years old) mainly vote for the Broad Front (41 percent) 
or the National Party (24 percent). 


The Colorado Party receives votes only from about 16 percent of the youths. 


Among the older population, the reverse is true: 44 percent plan to vote for 
the Colorado Party, 22 percent for the White Party and only 12 percent for the 
Broad Front. 


As the age increases, the intent to vote for the Colorado Party rises sharply 
and votes for the Broad Front decrease proportionately. 


The National Party is less dependent on age although there is more interest in 
people up to 35 years than in the older groups. 


The intermediate age groups are the most undecided. 
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Chart 3 





Party 18-25 26-35 36-50 51+ 
Colorado Party 16% 21% 38% 44% 
White Party 24% 27h 19% 22% 
Broad Front 41% 27% 22% 12% 
Undecided 16% 23% 18% 12% 
Other parties 3% 2% 3% 10% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 


Intent to Vote by Age 
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Age Composition of Party Clientele 


The population of Montevideo and the rest of the country shows a high propor- 
tion of people older than 35, half of whom are over 50. 


To a greater or lesser degree, the age profiles of the "clienteles" of the 
large political parties are stacked toward the older ages. 


Based on the intent to vote in each age group and the characteristics of the 
electorate described above. 82 percent of those who revealed that they will 
vote for the Colorado Party are older than 35. More than half are over 50, 
the largest age group in the Colorado Party electorate. 


This electorate has few youths (6 percent between 18 and 25 and 12 percent be- 
tween 26 and 35). 


The largest age group in the National Party is the same as in the Colorado 
Party--the oldest group. dowever, it has a lower percentage than the latter. 
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The smallest group in this clientele is also the youngest. 


The participation of the different age groups in the National Party electorate 
is evener than in the Colorado Party. 


The largest group in the makeup of the Broad Front is people between 36 and 50 
and the smallest is older people (over 50). 


Youth represent a good percentage in the Broad Front (25 percent from 18 to 25 
and 23 percent between 26 and 35). 


The age profile that is most different to the age composition of the Montevideo 
electorate is that of the Broad Front. 

















Chart 4 
Age Group Colorado Party White Party Broad Front Total Popul. 
18-25 6% 15% 25% 10% 
26-35 12% 23% 23% 18% 
36-50 36% 27h 32% 33% 
51+ 46% 35% 20% 39% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 


Composition by Age 
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URUGUAY 


DAILY NOTES CONSTRAINTS OF 'PARTY LABEL SYSTEM' 
Montevideo BUSQUEDA in Spanish 19 Sep 84 p 2 


(Editorial: "Electoral Corset"; passages enclosed in slantlines printed in 
boldface] 


[Text] The Uruguayan electorate is limited by a rigid structure, often impro- 
perly called the /party label system/. It is really /simultaneous double vote/. 
The latter notes one of its characteristics that could be its positive side: 

it permits an accumulation of votes for different candidates under the same 
label. In other words, it makes each ballot serve a double purpose, two elec- 
tions at the same time. One determines the victorious party or label and the 
other identifies the winning candidate. 


The two elections are chronologically simultaneous but logically successive. 
The first is the contest for the party. Only the participants who fly the win- 
ning colors are involved in the second contest. 


This part of the system is, as we said, its positive side in the sense that it 
strengthens the right of the voter, opening the doors for a double election. 


However, this facet of the system is only /positive/ in that sense. The adjec- 
tive does not imply a value judgment. The Uruguayan citizen's privilege of 
voting twice simultaneously is a singular privilege since it cannot be re- 
nounced. Not only /can/ the Uruguayan voter vote twice simultaneously but he 
practically /must/ do so. There is a technicality that permits voting in the 
first contest only (insert two opposing slates from the same party). However, 
it is definitely forbidden to participate only in the candidates' contest. The 
privilege, by being a requirement, loses its nature as such and can easily be- 
come a burden. 


The system is adapted to the enthusiastic partisan, the "bone white" citizen 

or the one "colored like the blood of a bull." There is a communion with any 
candidate of the same affiliation that transcends programs and settles all dis- 
agreements. However, a growing number of citizens no longer belong to these 
groups. 


We think more and more Uruguayans, no matter how much they prefer a party and 
are inclined to vote for a candidate from their own political group, would 
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prefer to vote for candidates from other parties rather than some of theirs. 
There are more and more independent citizens as demonstrated by the very high 
percentage of undecided in the recent polls. The prospect of voting for candi- 
date Z only because candidate X whom they prefer is a member of the same party 
is deeply distressing. 


This feature of the simultaneous double vote that has led one person to say 
that the vote is so secret in Uruguay that the voter himself does not know for 
whom he votes does not exhaust the problems of this system. It also has an 
essentially repressive facet that leads us to compare it with a corset that 
strangles the electoral body and deprives it of the healthy spontaneity that 
would be desirable. 


This is especially true when applied to the presidential election. In this 
country, national elections for senators and representatives are invariably 
held at the same time as the presidential elections. 


The system of simultaneous double vote not only forces the citizen to choose a 
party in a way that generally exceeds his intent but, at the same time, keeps 
him from combining his selection of candidates based on his preferences. He 
is limited to a single party. If I lean toward Tom for president, I cannot 
vote for Dick for senator and Harry for deputy because the latter two are not 
under the colors of the first. If my preference is focused on a candidate for 
senator, I see that my alternatives for president and deputies have notably 
shrunk. 


There is no valid reason for this. It is a limitation on our democracy that 
we freely make. If it were a complete democracy, it would permit the citizen 
to vote freely for his preferences. To put the parties between the voter and 
the candidates as we do is unquestionably undemocratic. It is something that 
embarrasses us. It is, above all, something to change. 


The natural role of the parties comes before the elections. It consists in 
building platforms and selecting candidates. In the elections themselves, the 
party does not have anything real to do. That is a day for the voter and the 
candidate. Our system interposes the party between them perforce, /artifi- 
cially/. The result reduces the scope of options available to the citizen, 
limits his freedom. 


A glance around internationally reinforces our conclusions. We are completely 
alone in this. We have just followed the elections on the other side of the 
Plata with great interest. Without question we all remember how the Argentine 
citizens could combine parties to their taste and desire on the ballots, as 
many parties as positions to be filled. We are about to witness the U.S. elec- 
tions where it has not occurred to anyone to question the right of the voter 

to "split the ticket," as they say there, and vote for Republican and Democra- 
tic candidates at the same time. Wherever we look, we see the same thing: we 
are absolutely alone. 


The Uruguayan system is inspired by a desire to prop up the traditional parties 
whose structures have generally become fragile facing the tensions derived from 
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the multiplicity of ambitions and tendencies each one harbors. However, this 
is a spurious way to preserve partisan unity that is only a formality. If we 
take away the support of the simultaneous double vote, our parties will have 
the way opened to a substantial unity, a road made of discipline and mutual 
respect. It will be hard to travel but, in compensation, it leads to authentic 
unity. It was easier for the women of other times to look svelte without 
watching their diet or exercising, thanks to the corset. However, note that 
the corset did not make them svelte; it just made them look svelte. 
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URUGUAY 


SURVEY SHOWS UNDECIDED LEANING TOWARD COLORADO PARTY 
Montevideo BUSQUEDA in Spanish 26 Sep 84 p 4 


[Text] The Colorado Party showed noticeable growth in the polls taken in Monte- 
video in the first half of September. It was in second place in electoral pre- 
ference and only a point behind the Broad Front which continued to be first, 
according to the enterprise Equipos Consultores Asociados. 


The Broad Front and the National Party remained stable while the number of ci- 
tizens who say they are undecided or do not respond at all to the pollsters 
continues to be high. 


Equipos does 200 polls a week and gives its biweekly results based on the last 
400 polls. Its services are contracted by several political groups and press 
media. 


These are the latest results: 


Decided: Among the people who say they have decided on their vote for 25 No- 
vember, the Broad Front has a clear advantage. Tris seems to be the result of 
the greater activity and politicization of the electorate of the leftist coali- 
tion. These are the results: Broad Front, 23 percent (24 percent); National 
Party, 15 percent (14.5 percent); Colorado Party, 15 percent (9.5 percent) ; 

and others, 1 percent (0.5 percent). 


Preference: The Colorado Party has the advantage among those who say that they 
have not decided on their vote but express a preference for one of the politi- 
cal forces: Colorado Party, 5 percent (5 percent); National Party, 3 percent 
(6 percent); and Broad Front, 3 percent (2 percent). 


Sympathies: Among those who say they do not know yet whom they will vote for 
but admit sympathy for one party, the Colorado Party also has the advantage: 
Colorado Party, 8 percent (9.5 percent); National Party, 5 percent (6 percent); 
and Broad Front, 3 percent (3 percent). 


Trend: Computing the results of all these categories, Equipos Consultores Aso- 
ciados estimates the electoral trend for that period. This shows the Broad 
Front in first place, followed by the Colorado Party which had significant 
growth only one point behind and relegates the National Party to third place. 
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The latter seems to have stabilized after dropping for several weeks. (See 
chart.) 


The figures above in parentheses correspond to polls taken in the last week of 
August and the first week of September. 








Party 1-15 Sept Aug-Sept Aug 1-6 Aug 
Broad Front 29% 29% 26% 24% 
Colorado Party 28% 24% 24% 25% 
National Party 26% 26% 28% 30% 
Others 2.5% 4% 
Don't know 

No answer 16% 16% 
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